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THE KNICKERBOCKER : Defending Free Speech, Enjoying Kurt 
Weill 
gshapiro@nysun.com 

E-mail this article 
ALL FIRED UP “I want to talk to you about a 
cause,” said Alan Charles Kors, president of the Foundation for 
Individual Rights in Education. Wearing an Adam Smith tie, he was 
standing under an indoor ficus tree on the Upper East Side as Carol 
Selle hosted a parlor event for the organization, known as Fire, 
which seeks to defend individual rights, freedom of speech, due 
process, and religious liberty at America's colleges and universities. 
Mr. Kors talked about speech codes and what he sees as the 
pernicious effects of “verbal conduct and verbal behavior 
provisions” on campuses. 
    Members of the audience laughed when Mr. Kors told how one 
such provision prohibited “inappropriately directed laughter.” He 
gave various examples of speech codes and rules such as at Texas 
Tech University, which restricted speech to zones that included a 
280-square-foot free-speech gazebo. 
    Mr. Kors praised Fire's volunteers and said the Philadelphia-
based organization was applying Supreme Court Justice Louis 
Brandeis's famous dictum, “Sunlight is the best disinfectant.” Mr. 
Kors summed up the battles he saw ahead and said, “We will turn 
the tide.” 
    Among the crowd were Fire's director of legal and public 
advocacy, Greg Lukianoff; attorney William Warren, wearing a 
rosette of the Order of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus, who was talking 
with Tom Moore, a member of the Order of the Crown of 
Charlemagne, of whom Mr. Moore is a 40th-generation direct 
descendent; Dawn Steeves and James Panero of the New Criterion; 
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the director of the Unterberg Poetry Center at the 92nd Street Y, 
David Yezzi, and a painter represented by the Salander-O'Reilly 
Galleries, Tom Goldenberg. 
    Also seen were Ealan Wingate and Melinda Davis ; William Tell; 
Lionel Goldfrank; a member of the board of visitors of the U.S. Air 
Force Academy, Candace De Russy; Gordon Metz; Howard Lepow, 
and many others. 
    Mr. Kors keeps busy. Among his scholarly endeavors, he edited 
the fourvolume “Encyclopedia of the Enlightenment ” (Oxford 
University) and wrote the preface as well as entries on “atheism,” 
“philosophes,” and others. 
    *** 
    WEILL YOU WERE AWAY Fans of composer Kurt Weill were 
treated to a recital of some of his works by the team of Alvin 
Epstein and Beth Anne Cole at a Barnes & Noble.The talent of 
Weill, best known for his collaboration with playwright Bertolt 
Brecht, took center stage that evening under the musical directorship 
of Paul Trueblood. The tribute program celebrated a book by author 
Foster Hirsch called “Kurt Weill On Stage: From Berlin to 
Broadway ” (Knopf). 
    Mr. Epstein, who appeared in the original American production 
of “Waiting for Godot,” and Ms. Cole performed such well-known 
songs as “Mack the Knife” from “The Threepenny Opera.” 
    In the audience was award-winning puppeteer Marshall Izen ; 
Gordon Rogoff, author of a book of essays called “Vanishing Acts: 
Theater Since the Sixties ” (Yale University) and who serves on the 
faculty of Yale School of Drama, and playwright Linda Kline, co-
author with Lonny Price of “A Class Act,” based on the life of Ed 
Kleban, lyricist of “A Chorus Line.” Also seen was Jacqueline 
Brogan, who is on the faculty of the National Theater Institute at the 
Eugene O' Neill Theater Center and the Conservatory for Theatre 
Arts and Film at SUNY/Purchase; and Connie Boykin, who works 
at La Guardia High School, where Mr. Epstein often visits and of 
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which he is an alumnus. 
    Before the concert Mr. Hirsch read from his new book, including 
several letters exchanged between Weill and wife Lotte Lenya in 
which they savaged many of their contemporaries in the theater. 
Their love-hate relationship with the public and friends is vividly 
expressed in Weill's songs, many of which exhibit a strong pull of 
emotions. 
    Also in attendance was William Krakauer, who is thinking of 
launching his own singing career and was seen taking notes on the 
performance. He is father of the klezmer artist David Krakauer, who 
recently had a concert at Zankel Hall in Carnegie Hall. 
    In the midst of the song “Speak Low,” the audience could hear 
the distant clanging of a fire truck. This noise briefly intruded, but 
then the performers carried on, indicating one cannot blow the 
whistle on a really good Kurt Weill song. 
    *** 
    WILD ABOUT WILDER Penelope Niven is at work on a 
biography of Thornton Wilder, the famed playwright and author of 
“Our Town.” She was among a panel of writers and dramatists who 
appeared at the Unterberg Poetry Center of the 92 Street Y for “A 
Tribute to Thornton Wilder.” Participants included Kurt Vonnegut, 
John Guare, playwright Paula Vogel, and Tappan Wilder, Wilder's 
nephew and literary executor. 
    Yale University Professor J.D. Mc-Clatchy was also on the panel. 
He writing the libretto and Ned Rorem is composing the music for 
the first ever opera of “Our Town.” Wilder declined Aaron 
Copland's request to do such an opera, just as he refused Leonard 
Bernstein's offer to make “The Skin of Our Teeth” into an opera. 
Messrs. McClatchy and Rorem will debut their creation in spring 
2006. 
    Mr. McClatchy related many anecdotes, including director Tyron 
Guthrie's comment that Wilder “looked like a piano tuner.” The 
audience also laughed when Mr. McClatchy said that to bookstore 
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proprietor Sylvia Beach, Wilder seemed like someone so 
considerate that he wanted to take the whole world on a picnic and 
try to fit them all on a bus. 
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