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Citrus College Dodges Court Date 
by Dropping Speech Code

By ELIZABETH CRAWFORD 

A day before Citrus College was to appear in court last 
week to defend its speech code against a student's claim 
that it violated his First Amendment rights, the 
California community college repealed its code, ending 
the litigation. The decision signaled the first victory for 
the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education in its 
new campaign to do away with such codes at public 
universities. 

Christopher Stevens, a 20-year-old student at Citrus 
College, had teamed up with FIRE, a nonprofit 
foundation devoted to free speech on college campuses, 
for legal support after he said the college refused to let 
him conduct a "pro-America rally" outside of 
designated free-speech zones unless he did so as part of 
a registered club. 

Mr. Stevens and FIRE contended that it was 
unconstitutional for the college to confine protests and 
rallies to the free-speech areas, which FIRE 
representatives said were on the fringes of campus. 
They filed a lawsuit against the college on May 20. 

Michelle C. Small, director of publications and student 
recruitment at Citrus College, said that the main free-
speech zone is in the middle of campus in the main 
quad. She said that even though no particular event 
prompted the college to adopt the free-speech-zone 
policies, they went into effect a year ago to protect 
students who wanted to continue going to class, 
uninterrupted, in the event that a large-scale protest 
took place. 

Nonetheless, last Thursday, a day before the initial 
court appearance in the case, the college rescinded the 

Judge dismisses 
lawsuit against 
Education 
Department's Title IX 
regulations

Chancellor of San 
Diego campus is 
selected to lead U. of 
California system

Citrus College 
dodges court date by 
dropping speech code 

Tennessee gets a new 
lottery and a 
scholarship financed 
by the game's 
revenues

Corinthian Colleges 
acquires 2 education 
companies 

Scientists say they 
have found remains of 
humanity's closest 
ancestors

Spring 
commencement 
speakers are 
announced by 12 
colleges 

Medical library 
proposes new 
standards to ease 
exchanging and 
archiving of journal 
articles

    

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/chron_061203.html (1 of 2) [7/22/2004 11:37:59 PM]

http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/news.che/;sz=120x90;ptile=1;num=42347?
http://chronicle.com/unauth.dir/search.htm
http://chronicle.com/unauth.dir/guide.htm
http://chronicle.com/index.htm
http://chronicle.com/news/
http://chronicle.com/infotech/
http://chronicle.com/teaching/
http://chronicle.com/books/
http://chronicle.com/money/
http://chronicle.com/government/
http://chronicle.com/cc/
http://chronicle.com/science/
http://chronicle.com/students/
http://chronicle.com/athletics/
http://chronicle.com/world/
http://chronicle.com/people/
http://chronicle.com/events/
http://chronicle.com/review/
http://chronicle.com/jobs/
http://chronicle.com/colloquy/
http://chronicle.com/colloquylive/
http://chronicle.com/free/magarch.htm
http://chronicle.com/free/grants/
http://chronicle.com/stats/
http://chronicle.com/indepth/
http://chronicle.com/free/
http://chronicle.com/chronicle/
http://chronicle.com/chronicle/archive.htm
http://chronicle.com/extras/
mailto:elizabeth.crawford@chronicle.com
http://chronicle.com/daily/2003/06/2003061201n.htm
http://chronicle.com/daily/2003/06/2003061201n.htm
http://chronicle.com/daily/2003/06/2003061202n.htm
http://chronicle.com/daily/2003/06/2003061202n.htm
http://chronicle.com/daily/2003/06/2003061203n.htm
http://chronicle.com/daily/2003/06/2003061204n.htm
http://chronicle.com/daily/2003/06/2003061205n.htm
http://chronicle.com/daily/2003/06/2003061206n.htm
http://chronicle.com/daily/speakers/?today=06-12-2003
http://chronicle.com/daily/speakers/?today=06-12-2003
http://chronicle.com/daily/speakers/?today=06-12-2003
http://chronicle.com/free/2003/06/2003061201t.htm
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/news.che/;sz=120x930;num=76543?


The Chronicle: Daily news: 06/12/2003 -- 03

About The Chronicle

How to Contact Us

How to Register

How to Subscribe

Subscriber Services

Change Your User Name 

Change Your Password

Forgot Your Password?

How to Advertise

Press Inquiries

Corrections

Privacy Policy

The Mobile Chronicle

Help

speech-related policies that Mr. Stevens and FIRE were 
calling into question. Ms. Small said that the college 
commission would look at the policies in the fall when 
students and faculty members returned to campus. They 
will then create a board to evaluate whether the policies 
should be dispensed with or revised. 

"I think we were surprised when the suit was filed," Ms. 
Small said. "I think that it's good though, if there are 
concerns, to evaluate what you are doing." 

FIRE began its campaign in April in a lawsuit filed 
against Shippensburg University, in Pennsylvania. The 
group's strategy is to sue public colleges across the 
country until it has ensured solid rulings against speech 
codes in each of the 12 federal appellate circuits. 

The group plans to sue another college within the week, 
although Thor L. Halvorssen, FIRE's executive director, 
would not name the institution or specify its appellate 
circuit. 
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