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A black list drawn by an obscure conservative group has US academic freedom advocates up in 
arms, as ideological battles, briefly put on hold after the September 11 attacks, return with a 
vengeance. 

The 117-point list was made public earlier this month by the American Council of Trustees and 
Alumni, an organization that has consistently expressed concern about patriotic values being 
increasingly neglected in college and university curricula. 

"While America's elected officials from both parties and media commentators from across the 
spectrum condemned the attacks and followed the president in calling evil by its rightful name, 
many faculty demurred," the council complained in its report. The group complained that many 
university professors have chosen instead to "blame America first." 

Looming behind the skirmish is a larger battle between conservatives and liberals over the 
ownership of the patriotism issue, which could define future US electoral contests, according to 
political analysts. 

With the political battleground dramatically redrawn by the attacks, conservatives, for instance, 
seized on a statement by Bill Clinton, who presented his analysis of the causes of terrorism to 
students of Georgetown University. 

"Here in the United States, we were founded as a nation that practiced slavery and slaves were, 
quite frequently, killed even though they were innocent," said the former president on November 
7. 

Conservatives have held him in their cross hairs ever since: according to popular conservative 
radio talk show host Rush Limbaugh, Clinton "has come close to saying that America deserves 
these attacks as a result of our slavery, racism, homophobia, sexism and all those things." 

The American Council's list stops short of providing the names of people, who, in the group's view, 
have displayed less than patriotic behavior. But it does name specific colleges and universities, and 
provides direct quotes attributed to professors as well as students. 
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The group, which counts among its founders Lynne Cheney, wife of Vice President Richard 
Cheney, quoted a mathematics instructor at City University of New York as saying that the 
ultimate responsibility for the attacks lied with "the capitalist ruling class of this country." 

Others on the roster include a professor of English at Rutgers University, who allegedly spoke of 
"the fascism of US foreign policy over the past many decades," and a professor anthropology from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, who reportedly said: "The best way to begin a war on 
terrorism might be to look in the mirror." 

The name of the MIT professor did not remain secret for long: he identified himself as Hugh 
Gusterson, and blasted the list in an interview with the New York Times as a document that "has a 
little of the whiff of McCarthyism." 

For advocates of academic freedom, the list is just the latest stage in the onslaught by conservative 
organizations on prominent academic institutions seen as bulwarks of liberal thought. 

Last month, free speech advocates rallied to the defense of University of New Mexico professor 
Richard Berthold, who was placed under investigation for saying, "Anyone who can blow up the 
Pentagon has my vote." 

The National Association of Scholars said in a statement that "in a university environment, where 
freedom of opinion should be a central value, a professor should not be disciplined for expressing 
an opinion, however ill-considered it may be." 

"All faculty and students are individuals, free to define themselves by their own lights," reminded 
the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education in a rebuttal to critics of academia. 

Posted at http://www.amherst.edu/~dos/conduct/rightsrespon.html 
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