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Administration does not approve 

speaker

By Rachel Laskow - Editor-in-Chief

Courtesy of Thor Halvorssen

Thor Halvorssen, the executive director of the Foundation for Individual Rights in 
Education (FIRE), will be speaking for free on campus Oct. 24. The University 
refused to fund the conservative speaker.

Executive Director of the Foundation for Individual Rights in 
Education (FIRE) Thor Halvorssen was scheduled to speak at the 
University on Oct. 24, using money appropriated to the 
Conservatives Club from the Student Activity Fee. He will now be 
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addressing the campus for free because the University would not 
approve the funding. 

The Conservatives Club received money from the Bucknell Student 
Government (BSG) to fund Halvorssen, but when the Conservatives 
Club asked the University to approve the speaker, it was denied 
approval. General Counsel Wayne Bromfield reviewed the 
Conservatives Club’s proposal and recommended that payment be 
disapproved and the President’s Staff approved that 
recommendation.

According to BSG President Amir Sadaghiani ’03, all organizations 
on campus must get approval from the University before any 
speaker can come to campus.

Bromfield said the University received a letter from FIRE that the 
University interpreted as a threat of lawsuit. The letter was 
regarding a University incident last spring in which a student was 
accused of biased-related harassment.

“In early August, we received correspondence from FIRE. That 
letter threatened the use of legal resources to challenge and 
attempt to overturn a decision of Bucknell’s Community Judicial 
Board (CJB),” Bromfield said.

According to Greg Lukianoff, director of legal and public advocacy 
of FIRE, FIRE did not threaten to sue.

“This situation is made completely absurd by the fact that we, as 
an organization, do not sue anyone. It is true that members of our 
legal network are interested in the case but those are independent, 
pro bono attorneys and would ultimately be responsible for 
handling any litigation themselves,” Lukianoff said.

Although Lukianoff said that FIRE does not sue, Dean of Students 
Richard Ferraro says the University does not fund people who 
threaten to sue the University.

“Our refusal to allow funding of his speech was based on the 
principle that we do not suppress speech, but we also do not 
subsidize antagonistic suits. It would be foolish to contribute legal 
fees to an organization whose avowed intention is to use their legal 
resources against us,” Bromfield said.

Lukianoff believes that if the University extended this policy to any 
organization that threatened to sue, the University would have to 
exclude many of the most distinguished social justice speakers of 
our time.

“It is unacceptable even if we were suing them. If the University 
won’t allow any member of a civil rights organization to come 
speak any time there is the potential of a law suit, that is really 
frightening,” Lukianoff said.

Conservatives Club President Denise Chaykun ’04 said the 
Conservatives Club wanted Halvorssen to speak at the University 
because he could help the University deal with current issues.

“He brings up some points that are really unique and we thought 
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that the campus could benefit from him coming,” Chaykun said.

According to Chaykun, Halvorssen will still be coming to the 
University on Oct. 24.
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