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Community Standards

Accountability and Integrity

Westmont is deeply concerned about students who are involved in or are victims of
situations that can interfere with their attitude and character development. The issues
outlined in our Behavioral Expectations are all concerns we must address as a community.

However, being interested not only in the “letter of the law” but in the spirit as well, our
concerns are much broader than the specific behavioral expectations in this handbook. The
spirit of the law emphasizes our life in Christ. Are we seeking to be more like him? To
gain his insights? To conform to his priorities? To seek him in all of our lives? These
expectations govern the spirit of the expectations of each member of this community.

While the great majority of students are conscientious about living responsibly, past
experience indicates that imposing consequences for irresponsible behavior is necessary to
hold the irresponsible few accountable and to minimize their negative influence on our
desire to be a community that follows Jesus Christ. Westmont believes that, if the residence
halls are to be places that facilitate growth and development, unhealthy and
counter-productive lifestyles and patterns of behavior must be confronted. It is as much
your responsibility to confront other students as it is the responsibility of the deans, faculty,
and residence hall staff. Integrity is a key value in our community. It is evidenced by a
congruence between word and deed, a willingness to accept responsibility for our actions,
and a commitment to represent the actions of others accurately. You will be held
accountable for the agreement you signed in your application to Westmont.

In the context of eternity, breaking a rule once (such as committing a room violation) is
relatively insignificant. However, when you give your word in writing that you will not
engage in certain behavior, and then wilfully break that agreement, your action is of great
concern.

All students are expected to be aware of and uphold the policies set forth in this Student
Handbook, the college catalog, and any other official college documents. While the
following section is not exhaustive, it does summarize specific issues of concern to the
Westmont community for which sanctions may be applied.

Abuse of the Discipline Review Process

Any form of abuse of the discipline review process, in and of itself, is considered a serious
concern for the community. Some abuses of the discipline review process include, but are
not limited to:

Falsification, distortion, or misrepresentation of information;
Filing a complaint knowingly without cause;
Attempting to discourage an individual’s proper participation in the process;
Attempting to influence the impartiality of a participant;
Harassment (verbal or physical) and/or intimidation of a participant;
Failure to comply with the sanction(s) imposed.

Alcohol

Westmont expects all students to uphold both California state laws and these college
policies regarding alcoholic beverages.

State Law
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In the state of California, persons under the age of 21 shall not purchase, consume, or
possess alcoholic beverages. In addition, it is against California law to sell or furnish
alcoholic beverages to persons under 21 years of age.

Possession and Consumption

Westmont prohibits the presence or consumption of alcoholic beverages on campus and at
off-campus Westmont sponsored or related activities. Any student in the presence of
alcohol on campus (regardless of who actually owns it or who brought it to campus) will
be considered in violation of this policy.

Alcohol Containers

Westmont prohibits the presence of full or empty alcoholic beverage containers anywhere
on campus, including vehicles. Students are responsible to ensure that no guest brings full
or empty alcohol containers on campus.

Drunkenness

Westmont expects students of legal drinking age who choose to drink alcoholic beverages
to be moderate in their consumption. Any consumption of alcoholic beverages by any
student that results in impairment or intoxication is a serious violation of community
standards.

Off-Campus Hosting Responsibilities

Westmont expects students of legal drinking age who choose to serve alcoholic beverages
to student guests in off-campus settings to be responsible in their hospitality. It is a serious
violation of both California law and community standards to directly or indirectly provide
alcoholic beverages to underage guests or to require any guest to pay a cover charge for
admission to the host’s residence. Off campus residents are also expected to insure that
underage visitors do not bring their own alcoholic beverages to consume on their premises.
It is also a serious violation of community standards to allow student guests 21 years of age
or older to drink alcoholic beverages excessively. Any off campus student who lives where
these activities occur and is present at such time, will be considered in violation of this
policy.

Compliance with College Officials

Students are required to comply with the direction of college officials or public safety
officers acting in the performance of their duties. Students must also identify themselves to
these persons when requested to do so.

Computer and Network Use Violations

Computers are playing a larger role at Westmont and in society at large. With the increased
power of this technology comes increased responsibility. The information technology
department publishes and enforces the Computer and Network Use policy, which governs
the use of the campus computing facilities and network. This policy may be found at
http://pulsar.westmont.edu/acweb/policy.html.

You are implicitly agreeing to abide by the policy when you obtain access to these
resources. Westmont expects you to access only those materials on the network for which
you have permission. You may not access materials of an illegal or pornographic nature.
Pornography degrades God’s gift of human sexuality and has addictive qualities. Because
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Pornography degrades God’s gift of human sexuality and has addictive qualities. Because
of these concerns, Westmont monitors World Wide Web access. If you are found to be in
violation of college policy, your computer will be blocked until the situation is resolved in
consultation with the dean’s office. The Counseling Center provides confidential assistance
to students struggling in this area.

Dishonesty

Integrity is a key value in our community, and dishonesty, in any form, is a breach of
community standards. Acts of dishonesty include, but are not limited to:

Academic dishonesty
Furnishing false information to any college official, faculty member, or office;
Forgery, alteration, or misuse of any college document, record, or instrument of
identification; and
Tampering with the election of any college-recognized student office or
organization.

Disruption of College Activities

Students may not disrupt or obstruct any teaching, research, administration, disciplinary
proceedings, other college activities, including its public service functions on or off
campus, or other authorized non-college activities. Additionally, students may not
participate in a campus demonstration that disrupts the normal operations of the college
and infringes on the rights of other members of the college community; lead or incite
others to disrupt scheduled and/or normal activities within any campus building or area; or
be a part of any intentional obstruction that unreasonably interferes with freedom of
movement, either pedestrian or vehicular, on campus.

Firearms, Explosives and Weapons

Possession of firearms, explosives (including firecrackers and dry ice), weapons,
(including but not limited to: swords, knives, air soft guns, beebee guns and toys that
replicate or could be mistaken for real guns) or dangerous chemicals on college premises is
expressly prohibited.

Golf Carts

Many college employees use golf carts in the course of completing their work for the
college. Also, a limited number of golf carts are available on a temporary basis through the
Health Center to students who have a temporary medical condition that would make it
extremely difficult to walk through the campus. Because unauthorized use of these golf
carts is highly disrespectful and inconvenient to the people who need and use them, the
college takes it very seriously. Anyone involved (either as a driver or passenger) in taking
a golf cart will be fined a minimum of $100, and will also be responsible for cleaning and
damage charges.

Hazing and Abuse

Students may not take part in hazing or any other form of physical or verbal abuse. Hazing
is an act that intends to cause public embarrassment, endangers the mental or physical
health or safety of a student, or destroys or removes public or private property for the
purpose of initiation, admission into, affiliation with, or as a condition for continued
membership in a group or organization. Physical and verbal abuse include, but are not
limited to: intimidation, harassment (sexual, racial, physical, ethnic, etc.), coercion and/or
other conduct that threatens or endangers the health or safety of any person. Please refer to
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other conduct that threatens or endangers the health or safety of any person. Please refer to
the college’s policy on harassment in this handbook.

Illegal Drugs and Abuse of Prescription Drugs

In association with the Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act, Westmont has adopted
and implemented policies that are intended to prevent the unlawful possession, use, or
distribution of illegal drugs and the abuse of prescription drugs by students and employees.
College policy prohibits the use or presence of all controlled substances and any related
paraphernalia. Students and employees are also prohibited from exceeding the dosage of
physician prescribed medications. Substance abuse affects the individual, the family, and
the community. Violation of college policy with respect to drug use or possession is a
serious breach of our behavioral standards, and students who violate this policy are subject
to the full range of disciplinary consequences, including expulsion from the college.

If you need help or know someone with a drug-related problem, please know that the
counseling center, the health center, our resident directors, deans, faculty, and all other
college personnel will provide assistance to those who come forward seeking help. The
Counseling Center provides confidential consultations with trained psychologists and
marriage & family therapists, and also makes referrals to outside counseling and treatment
services.

Offensive or Obscene Conduct

Students should refrain from conduct that is offensive to others, lewd, or indecent. Such
conduct includes, but is not limited to, streaking and profane or obscene expressions or
speech that violate accepted standards of decency and Christian conduct. Discretion should
also be exercised regarding videos, periodicals, and posters.

Sexual Activity Outside Marriage and Pregnancy

National statistics indicate that many college students are sexually active. The statistics
show that the difference between Christians’ and non-Christians’ sexual activity is
alarmingly small. Westmont is deeply concerned when our students decide to be sexually
involved outside of marriage.

While the college recognizes the need for privacy among students, it encourages students
to avoid situations of absolute privacy because of the potential for abuse. It takes realistic
account of the fact that some students confuse Christian liberty with sexual license or do
not accept the standards of the college on sexual behavior. However, Westmont holds to
the conviction that premarital intercourse conflicts with biblical teaching and that conduct
promoting such intimacy (e.g., nudity, lying in bed together) is unacceptable behavior.
Persons involved in such behavior are subject to the full range of disciplinary
consequences, up to and including expulsion from the college.

If you or someone you know becomes pregnant, the college encourages you to talk to a
dean, resident director, or other student life staff member. Student Life is ready to help and
offer support to those involved to effectively work through the complexity of needs that a
pregnancy presents. Additional confidential support through the Westmont Counseling
Center and the Health Center are available, along with academic and other support
services. While some students in these circumstances may choose to leave the college
temporarily, it is our hope that any student who chooses to continue in classes during the
pregnancy will find this to be a supportive and redemptive community.

Sexual Assault

(Refer to Sexual Assault in the Policies and Procedures section of this handbook.)
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(Refer to Sexual Assault in the Policies and Procedures section of this handbook.)

Theft

Attempted or actual theft and/or damage to property of the college or property of a member
of the college community (including their families) or other personal or public property is
expressly forbidden. Theft also includes: unauthorized possession, duplication, or use of
keys to any college premises or unauthorized entry to or use of college premises; and theft
or other abuse of computer time (see Computer and Network Use Violations above).

Tobacco

Under no circumstances shall any member of the community use or possess tobacco
products (including smokeless tobacco) on campus or when attending collegerelated
student activities. Additionally, Westmont is located in a high fire region. Neighbors have
a legitimate concern when they notice students smoking in the area. For these reasons,
students may not smoke in the vicinity of the college.

Transportation and Parking Regulations

Speed Limit Enforced on Cold Spring Road to Insure Safety of Children, Pedestrians, and
Motorists

The speed limit on Cold Spring Road is 35 miles per hour (and 25 mph when children are
present). Westmont expects students to make sure that whoever drives their vehicle
observes this speed limit. Radar is used to determine speed. If your vehicle is identified as
one that has exceeded this limit, you will receive a $50 fine. A second excessive speed
citation will result in the suspension of parking permit privileges in addition to another $50
fine.

Parking Permits are Limited to Reduce Traffic on Area Roads

To limit traffic on Montecito roads, Santa Barbara County restricts the number of student
and employee vehicles parked on Westmont’s campus. Juniors and seniors receive
full-time parking privileges. Sophomores may purchase weekend/evening permits, but
these permits are not recommended. Sophomores who reserve them must provide proof
they have a parking spot at a private residence or parking lot outside the vicinity of the
college (otherwise it would defeat the purpose of reducing traffic). Students find it very
difficult to secure an acceptable parking space in Santa Barbara. Additionally, finding a
reliable way to and from campus and the parking location can be problematic. For
example, a student using a car late into the evening may find it difficult to have someone
pick them up at the home where the car is parked during the restricted hours. As a result,
there is a temptation to violate college policy, bring the car to campus or park on a
neighboring street, which will result in a $50 fine and jeopardize future permit privileges.
First-year students are not eligible to apply for a permit.

Permit Enforcement

Westmont identifies non-permitted vehicles in several ways: through a nationwide data
base; by observations by faculty/staff members; and with a “boot” that immobilizes
vehicles. Sanctions for permit violations are as follows: 1st notification:$50/citation; 2nd
notification:$50/citation, minimum one-month suspension of parking privileges,
conference with Student Life staff member; 3rd notification: $50/citation, minimum one
semester suspension of parking privileges, conference with dean of students (or designate).

Parking in Montecito or the Vicinity
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Parking in Montecito or the Vicinity

In the same way, the college identifies vehicles and applies sanctions to student vehicles
parked in Montecito or the vicinity of the college. Residents and merchants in the area are
understandably frustrated when students use residential streets or business parking spaces
for a vehicle not permitted to be on campus.

Appeals of Parking Citations

The Parking Appeals committee is the investigative body that determines if a student
receives a citation error. Submit such appeals to Tom Bauer, director of public safety
(tbauer@westmont.edu) within 12 days for consideration. It is not possible to appeal a
citation by saying, “I had a good reason,” to bring a vehicle to campus. The committee
acknowledges that many circumstances exist when a vehicle seems critical to
accommodate a tight schedule, return to campus late at night, assist an academic
department or student activity, etc. In these situations, it is far less expensive to rent a taxi
than pay a $50 fine and jeopardize future permit privileges.

Students who Own Vehicles Must Have California License Plates

The California Vehicle Code requires most vehicles used by students in California to be
registered with the California Department of Motor Vehicles and to display California
license plates. The only exceptions are: 1) if the vehicle is not registered to the student
AND it is operated in California less than it is operated in any other state AND the student
is not registered to vote in California; OR 2) if the vehicle is not registered to the student
AND it is used by a student under 23 years of age who is a dependent of a non-California
resident AND the student is not employed in California in any capacity, whether full time
or part time AND the student is not registered to vote in California.

College Reserves the Right to Tow and Immobilize Vehicles

In order to comply with the Santa Barbara County Conditional Use Permit, to maintain
orderly parking, and to ensure ready access for emergency and refuse vehicles, Westmont
has the right to fine, tow (at the expense of the owner/operator), revoke parking privileges,
immobilize (using a “boot”), and/or issue other disciplinary sanctions. (continued on page
37)


