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Theft of Free Newspapers to Be a Crime In

Berkeley

By KATHY LEE
Contributing Writer
Tuesday, October 14, 2003

Stealing newspapers in Berkeley will
officially become a crime after the City
Council passes a new ordinance at
tonight's meeting.

The ordinance will fulfill a promise that
Berkeley Mayor Tom Bates made last
year, after he pleaded guilty to stealing
and trashing 1,000 copies of The Daily
Californian the day before last
November's elections when he was
elected mayor.

Bates dumped the papers when he
saw the newspaper endorsed his
opponent, former Mayor Shirley Dean.

After paying a $250 fine for an
infraction, Bates promised to propose
the newspaper ordinance and to
support similar statewide legislation.

Bates also promised to speak to
Berkeley public school students about
impulsive decision making and to pay
the campus paper a $500 restitution
fee for the cost of the trashed papers.
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"This is something that I've said I'm going to do, and I'm fulfilling my
promise,” Bates said in an interview this summer.

Bates is the first person in recent memory to be prosecuted for stealing

newspapers in Berkeley.

The current state law does not address the theft of free newspapers,

making it difficult for prosecutors to charge those who steal papers such as
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After the ordinance passes, Berkeley will join San Francisco as one of the
few cities in the state to specify the stealing of free newspapers as illegal.

"It's terrific that Berkeley, as a city with so many newspapers, is taking a
step to recognize that free newspapers have a real cost to the
organizations that produce them," said Eric Schewe, editor in chief of The
Daily Californian.

Theft has been a consistent tactic used by individuals and groups to
silence the campus paper in the past, Schewe said.

Nearly 5,000 papers were stolen and trashed last May by students
protesting the Daily Cal's coverage of the arrest of a Cal football player.

The biggest act of newspaper theft occurred in November 1996 after the
Daily Cal's senior editorial board endorsed Proposition 209. About 23,000
papers were stolen and thrown off the balcony of the Daily Cal office.
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