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 Mission Statement 
The mission of Bridgewater College is to educate and develop the whole person.  Our 
graduates will be equipped to become leaders, living ethical, healthy, useful and fulfilling lives 
with a strong sense of personal accountability and civic responsibility.  This mission is carried 
out in a learning community, with Christian values, high standards of integrity and excellence, 
affirming and challenging each member. 

Code of Ethics 
I will demonstrate respect for myself, others, and our community. 
I will take responsibility for my actions. 
I will uphold the standards and policies of our community. 

I will demonstrate respect for myself, others, and our community.  A strong and productive 
community is based on trust between members, and trust cannot exist without mutual respect.  
Respect encompasses not only consideration for the property and belongings of others, but 
also recognition of their ideas and beliefs.  A person who demonstrates respect does not act 
towards another member of the community in ways that he or she would not want to be treated.  
Consideration of how your actions would affect those around you should be a factor in 
governing your behavior. 

I will take responsibility for my actions.  As members of a community, we must be 
accountable for our actions.  Whether in academic, residential, or social spheres, we should 
strive to be honest and forthright, not misrepresenting our intentions or deeds. 

I will uphold the standards and policies of our community.  With membership in any group 
comes an expectation of adherence to its standards and policies.  While revising policy is a 
natural function of any body, this should first be done through community discussion and 
debate rather than noncompliance.  Members uphold the standards out of respect for each 
other and the community as a whole. 

Honor System
Personal honor, integrity, and respect for the word of another have been an integral part of 
student life at Bridgewater College since it was founded in 1880 and are the foundation of the 
Honor System.  The Honor System serves as a practical example of student self-governance 
and is embodied in the Honor Code, which specifically prohibits cheating, stealing, and lying in 
academic situations or in Honor Council proceedings.  It also requires students to confront or 
report suspected offenders of the Code.  Because we appreciate the importance and 
convenience of our commitment to trust one another, we also recognize the need to address 
the few among us who are either unable or unwilling to accept and carry out the responsibilities 
of our mutual trust.  Violations are considered serious, and can result in failure of the course, 
revision of the assignment, apology letters, restitution, restricted status, deferred suspension, 
suspension, and expulsion from the College.  For more information, see page 9, 16, page 37, 
or the Honor Council Constitution in section E of the Appendix, page 87. 


