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establishing friendships makes the work worthwhile. Even if a lifelong 

friendship is not established, learning to respect each other’s differences 

without infringing on one another’s freedom can be a valuable part of 

your education.  

You and Your Roommate

 Learning and living in close quarters with a person you do not 

know very well presents a challenge for you: to create an atmosphere 

between you that permits studying, relaxation and sleeping to occur, 

privacy needs to be met, and perhaps even a deep friendship to develop. 

All of the above are more likely to happen if the two of you communicate 

openly and listen willingly. Start by becoming acquainted with each 

other’s background, attitudes, habits and moods so you know what to 

expect of each other. Keep in mind that your roommate will not be a 

carbon copy of you. There will be differences. You both need to adjust, 

accommodate, and compromise.  

Hints to Make It Work

 Communicate — The key to a successful relationship with your 

roommate is communication. Sit down and talk about habits, 

preferences, moods, and values.  

 Be understanding — Everyone has those days when everything 

seems to go wrong and bad moods are a result. Try to be 

understanding and help one another through the hard times.  

 Establish “House” rules — To avoid misunderstandings, it’s 

important to establish ground rules regarding each other’s 

belongings, room cleaning (it’s a wide spectrum between neat-

freak and total slob), phone use, and visitation.  

 Give each other some space — Togetherness is great, but you 

can have too much of a good thing. Consider your roommate’s 

need for time alone and establish your own quiet time. 

Roommate Bill of Rights

 As a residence hall community member, these are the rights you 

can expect and have a responsibility to maintain: 

 • The right to read and study free from undue interference 

 • The right to sleep without undue disturbance  
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 • The right to give and expect respect 

 • The right to a clean environment in which to live 

 • The right to free access to one’s room  

 • The right to personal privacy 

 • The right to host a guest  

 • The right to address grievances 

 • The right to be free from fear of intimidations 

Roommate Agreement

 If you find that you and your roommate and/or suitemates could 

use some help getting a discussion of issues started, your ACA can help.  

He or she can provide you with a “Roommate Agreement” or a 

“Suitemate Agreement” to complete.  This agreement will focus your 

discussion on areas of potential conflicts and help you and your 

roommate come to mutual solutions. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Keys

 One room key is issued to each resident at the beginning of the 

academic year. The key is the responsibility of the resident and must be 

returned upon check-out. The resident will bear the financial 

responsibility for the lost key.  If a key is lost or stolen, you are 

responsible for reporting it to your CA or the ACA on your floor and for 

paying to have the lock changed.  

 The following policy applies to students who get locked out of 

their rooms. This policy is in effect as a safeguard for both you and the 

university: 

 Student room doors will be opened only for the 

occupant(s) of a room. If you are not known by the staff 

member, you may be required to show some form of 

picture identification. 

 Custodians will not unlock your room for you. You will be 

referred to an ACA or CA. You will be charged a 

minimum of $5.00 during desk hours and a maximum of 

$10.00 after desk hours each time a staff member opens 

a door because of a forgotten or misplaced key. 


