
Residence Hall Handbook
Your Community

Community Living Expectations

Your residence hall on campus is a home away from home where you are entitled to come and go as you
please. As a member of our community you will have many opportunities to influence the living
environment. Opportunities exist for you to become involved in your hall government, a study group in
your hall, intra murals, student organizations, and student employment. Studies have shown that the more
you invest your out-of-classroom experiences, the more successful (and satisfied) you will be with your
college experience.

Your Residence Hall Is

A Purposeful Community – a sanctuary for reading, writing and preparing for your classes.
An Open And Inclusive Community where freedom of thought and expression are encouraged, where

respect and civility are expected, and where action is taken when the rights of any community member are
infringed upon.
A Just Community where students can explore and share differences that lead to a dynamic educational

environment and where acts of harassment, bigotry, intimidation and intolerance are unacceptable.
A Disciplined Community where members of the community do not need to justify a desire for safety,

cleanliness, quiet, or privacy: these are the rights and the responsibility of every residence hall student.
A Caring Community where students are encouraged to be involved, show their leadership, and make a

difference in the lives of others.
A Celebrative Community – an integral part of the academic community-a community that exhibits

enthusiasm, spirit, and pride at college and community programs and events.

We in College Housing at Northwestern Michigan College affirm our professional and personal
commitment to a sensitive, tolerant, and humane community in our residence halls and apartment
community. We strive to build residence halls and apartment communities in which individuals are neither
harassed, excluded, or made to feel uncomfortable because of sex, color, religion, race, sexual orientation,
weight, lifestyle or political beliefs. Many students use their college years to explore and develop personal
identity and values, and we firmly believe that this exploration can best take place in an atmosphere of
mutual respect and understanding.

It is essential that human rights be a cornerstone of our enterprise, and we will continue to articulate it as
such. As administrators and educators we are committed to work with students to help them look at
themselves, to examine their values and conduct, and to keep questioning those values when they reflect an
origin of fear, anger, or ignorance. We will continue to convey to our residents, as well as the entire
College community that acts of hatred will not be condoned or tolerated. Individuals, both on and off
campus, must share in the personal responsibility of confronting hateful behavior and comments.
The college is a special place. It is a community designed to foster freedom of thought and unconventional,
even uncomfortable opinions. It attempts to provide an environment for inquiry in which innovation and
creativity are nurtured. We aspire to an ideal of openness an allowance not only for people to be different,
but a recognition that diversity is the virtual core of College Housing life. We have a unique opportunity in
Housing at Northwestern Michigan College to celebrate diversity to it’s fullest: to visit the world and
various cultures through the eyes of our students. As an institution, we all must continue to strive towards
fulfilling our ideals, and to do better than we are doing. Please join us in an affirmation of our common
humanity.
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