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e, the faculty at Missouri Southern, believe that
you achieve a complete education through an
interrelated program of study which includes the
Core Curriculum and your major, as well as the
extra-curricular opportunities that complete the

total collegiate experience.  We realize that over a lifetime
many of you will change occupations and careers several
times.  While specialized knowledge in your field is essential,
we believe that certain lifelong thinking and learning skills and
a common body of knowledge are critical for an understand-
ing of yourself and your larger community and for career
advancement in the 21st-century marketplace.  Specifically,
we are committed to assist you as an undergraduate to:         

• Acquire knowledge, both in breadth and depth, through
exposure to a wide variety of disciplines and through
majoring in your chosen field. 

• Communicate with precision and style and to think clear-
ly and critically.

• Achieve competence in quantitative skills.

• Know the methods of inquiry and thought necessary for
understanding nature, society, and self.

• Sharpen your awareness and appreciation of other cul-
tures with their differing values, traditions, and institu-
tions.

• Develop lasting intellectual and cultural inter-
ests.

• Learn more about yourself and demonstrate
mature decision-making skills.

• Achieve greater social maturity and tolerance for
human diversity through the experience of work-
ing closely with a wide variety of fellow students
and faculty members. 

Core Curriculum
The Core Curriculum at Missouri Southern is a care-
fully designed series of courses that all students
earning a bachelor’s degree must complete.  It is our
effort to furnish you a liberal education.  But why?
What about the Core is so important that it consti-
tutes nearly half of the credit hours necessary for
your degree?

One way to answer that question is to reflect on another:
What does it mean to be well-educated? While the question
has generated much debate and there is no simple answer,
most agree that a well-educated person possesses certain
fundamental intellectual skills, a broad knowledge of the
world, and a deep knowledge of a particular subject.  While
pursuit of a major field of study furnishes knowledge in depth,
it is the Core Curriculum that seeks to arm you with the intel-
lectual skills and the breadth of knowledge that characterize
well-educated individuals.

Goals of the Core Curriculum
The University accepts four intellectual skills as essential for
well-educated people:

Communicating: Well-educated people develop effective
use of the English language and quantitative and other sym-
bolic systems essential to their success in school and in the
world. Students should be able to read and listen critically and
to write and speak with thoughtfulness, clarity, coherence,
and persuasiveness.

Higher-Order Thinking: Well-educated people develop the
ability to distinguish among opinions, facts, and inferences; to
identify underlying or implicit assumptions; to make informed

Non Scholae Sed Vitae Discimus
“Education not for a living, but for life.”
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