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Section 3: Student Affairs

The following standards shall be observed as regards the freedom of students:

A. Freedom of Association

Students bring to the campus a variety of interests previously acquired and develop many new

interests as members of the academic community. They shall be free to organize and join associ-

ations to promote their common interests in keeping with the law and university policies.

B. Freedom of inquiry and Expression

Students and student organizations shall be free to examine and discuss all questions of interest

to them. They shall be free to support, by orderly means, causes which do not disrupt the regular

and essential operations of the institution.

At the same time, students have the responsibility to make clear that, in their public expressions,

they and their organizations speak only for themselves.

C. Student Participation in University Governance

As constituents of the academic community, students shall be given the opportunity to partici-

pate in the formulation of institutional policy, particularly in the area of student affairs. Students

shall be represented on the Board of Supervisors in accordance with applicable State law and

Board of Supervisors rule(s) governing appointment of said representative.

D.  Student Publications/Media

Student publications and electronic media are valuable aids in establishing and maintaining an

atmosphere of free and responsible discussion and in providing an environment which fosters

intellectual exploration on campus. Students shall be given the opportunity to publicize activities

and events relevant to the University community through the official campus student newspaper,

student yearbook, student electronic media, and the newsletters of officially registered student

organizations.



113

In their roles as student journalists, students are ensured the maximum freedom of expression.

However, the policy should be clearly communicated that these publications and electronic media

serve as forums for student expression and as laboratories for training. Students are expected to

abide by the commonly accepted legal and ethical standards of responsible journalism, especially

as it relates to nudity, obscene language, and statements or comments that can be deemed libelous

and/or disruptive of the educational process. Student publications and other media shall be

governed by the canons of responsible journalism.

Section 4: Procedural Standards in Disciplinary Proceedings

The Southern University System has the duty and the corollary disciplinary powers to protect its

education purpose through the setting of standards of scholarship and conduct for students. The

administration of discipline shall guarantee due process to an accused student.

The Governance committee of the Board of Supervisors shall develop students’ grievance proce-

dures for the Southern University System.


