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VII. Code of 

Student Behavior

I. Introduction

A. Philosophy

The University of South Carolina Upstate is an 
academic community preserved through mutual 
respect and trust of the individuals who learn, teach 
and work within it. Students as well as all parties at 
the University must be protected through fair and 
orderly processes. These are best safeguarded when 
each person within the University community acts in 

guests are equally entitled to the protection embodied 
in this document and are expected to meet the 
standards set forth herein.

has adopted the Carolinian Creed as developed 
by the University of South Carolina. Thus, the 
community of scholars at USC Upstate is dedicated 
to personal and academic excellence. Choosing to 
join the community obligates each member to a code 
of civilized behavior.

As a Carolinian....I will practice personal and 

inconsistent with cheating in classes, in games, or in 
sports, it should eliminate the practice of plagiarism or 
borrowing another student’s homework, lying, deceit, 

commitment to this ideal is inconsistent with all forms 
of theft, vandalism, arson, misappropriation, malicious 
damage to, and desecration or destruction of property. 
Respect for another’s personal rights is inconsistent 
with any behavior which violates a person’s right to 
move about freely, express themselves appropri-
ately and to enjoy privacy. I will discourage bigotry, 
striving to learn from differences in people, ideas and 

-
tive support for equal rights and opportunities for all 
students regardless of their age, sex, race, religion, 
disability, international/ethnic heritage, socioeconom-

-
ation, or affectional preference. I will demonstrate 
concern for others, their feelings and their need for 
conditions which support their work and develop-

compassionate and considerate, to avoid behaviors 
which are insensitive, inhospitable or insightful, or 
which unjustly or arbitrarily inhibit another’s ability 
to feel safe or welcomed in their pursuit of appropri-

obligates each student to refrain from and discourage 
behaviors which threaten the freedom and respect all 
USC Upstate community members deserve. This last 
clause reminds community members that they are 
not only obliged to avoid these behaviors, but that 

and challenge and respond to or report the behaviors 
whenever or wherever they are encountered.

B. Application

This document governs the conduct of all students 
and student organizations. This document may apply 
to student behavior both on and off the University’s 
campus. Violators are subject to local, state and 
federal laws, as well as theprovisions listed herein. 
Campus hearings may proceed prior to off campus 
criminal hearings. The decision regarding when a 
campus hearing is scheduled is determined by the 
dean of students with the best interest of the University 
community in mind.

C. Mental Health Disturbances


