
http://www.thefire.org/issues/adams_fox.php3

 

Email this page

FIRE is a nonprofit educational foundation devoted to free speech, 
individual liberty, religious freedom, the rights of conscience, legal 
equality, due process, and academic freedom on our nation's 
campuses.

 

THE FOUNDATION
  Home 
  About FIRE 
  Mission Statement 
  Programs 
  Issues 
  Staff 
  Board of Advisors 

DEFENDING LIBERTY
  Cases 
  Submit a Case 
  In the News 
  In the Mailbox 
  Events 

GET INVOLVED
  Contact Us 
  Support FIRE 
  Legal Network 
  Internships 
  Subscribe 
  Jobs at FIRE 

 

Read excerpts from 
The Shadow University 
by Alan Charles Kors & 
Harvey A. Silverglate. 

HANNITY & COLMES 

Transcript: November 9, 2001 

COLMES: More HANNITY & COLMES is two minutes away. 

Coming up next, meet a professor whose support for the war got 
him in trouble at his university. 

Stay tuned. We'll be right back with more HANNITY & COLMES. 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

COLMES: Welcome back to HANNITY & COLMES. I'm Alan 
Colmes. 

After the terror attacks of September 11th, a University of North 
Carolina student sent out an e-mail blaming the U.S. for the attacks 
on its own soil. One of the recipients was criminal-justice Professor 
Mike Adams who responded to the student, calling her missive 
immature, and divisive. And now the writer says she's gotten 
threatening e-mails from other students and blames Adams for 
inciting violence against her. Have the terrorist attacks affected the 
right of free speech? 

Joining us from Raleigh, North Carolina, Professor Mike Adams. 

Mike, I may not always be on your side politically, but I think 
you're absolutely right in this case. Tell us your story. 

MIKE ADAMS, UNC-WILMINGTON: Well, we're never on the 
side -- same side politically probably, but I was impressed with the 
way you handled Malik Shabazz last week. 
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COLMES: Thank you, sir. Go ahead. Let's hear what happened. 

ADAMS: But what happened was that I was sent this inflammatory 
e-mail message, as you said, blaming the attacks on the United 
States of America, calling Bush an illegitimate president, and I 
responded simply implying -- strongly implying it was a bigoted, 
immature, and unintelligent speech. I basically forwarded the 
message to some other people because she asked me to do that. 

COLMES: Well, she sent out this mass e-mail. 

First of all, I'm tired of all these mass e-mails. If you want to write 
to me, I love getting e-mail. But write to me. Don't -- mass e- mails 
-- And then you're accused -- how dare you take this and send it on 
to other people when they ask you to, and you did not call her 
immature. You said her int -- you said the -- her conver -- her 
speech perhaps was immature in this case. You didn't call her 
names. You said the claimed interest in promoting rational 
discussion was dishonest. You didn't call her those names. You 
qualified it. 

ADAMS: Right. Exactly. And it's just amazing, just the audacity of 
threatening to sue me for defamation of character, and just the 
ridiculous request for the university to turn over a whole week's 
worth of my e-mail to look through and suggest that I incited some 
kind of violence for... 

COLMES: Now this is really the part that I find extremely 
troubling. The university... 

ADAMS: It is troubling. 

COLMES: ... went and got permission -- what, legally they were 
able to get your e-mail and -- get to it? 

ADAMS: Well, they were, you know, very good at first, and they 
recognized that first request as being absurd and being too broad 
and, basically after that, she narrowed the request asking them to 
comb through my e-mail and see if there were anything -- there 
was anything that fell under a public-records exception. That 
required reading a couple of my personal e-mails, and I have a bit 
of problem with that. 
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HANNITY: Well, you should have a big problem with that. 
Welcome to the show. Sean Hannity here. 

ADAMS: Thank you, Sean. 

HANNITY: You did -- look, you did a thousand percent the right 
thing here, and -- I just want to go through this a little bit here 
because she accused the United States of being an imperial -- being 
involved in imperialist warfare. She quotes a socialist Web site in 
particular. All you said is the Constitution protects bigoted, 
unintelligent, and immature speech. I thought that was very well 
written on your part. 

ADAMS: That's right. Well, thanks. And, you know, it's just an 
obvious response. It was a very tamed response. You know, I 
considered writing something a lot more hostile than that, but I 
took my time and thought before I wrote. I regret I didn't unload on 
her now. 

HANNITY: Yeah. Sometimes when I write Alan those mass e-
mails, I... 

COLMES: Are you the guy who's writing those? 

HANNITY: ... I write -- what I do is I write them, and I wait until 
the next day and let the anger to pass. 

ADAMS: Well, that's exactly what I did, so... 

HANNITY: No, and I -- I've -- that's wise. I think that's smart. 
Well, it said at the end of the e-mail to forward it. 

ADAMS: Right. 

HANNITY: So you forwarded it. 

ADAMS: So I did, and... 

HANNITY: And some people reacted to her. 

ADAMS: You know what's interesting. I forwarded it to -- 
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forwarded that to fewer people than she initially wrote it to and, of 
course, everyone's forwarding it to everyone and, all of a sudden, 
you know, people started to say some silly things and they went a 
little bit overboard, I suppose, but God knows where is they got it 
from. It's all over the place because you assume the risk when you 
hit the send button. 

HANNITY: Right. You hit that send button, and you want people -- 
and you would think on a piece -- particularly one like this that was 
meant to be provocative... 

ADAMS: Yeah. Oh, yeah. 

HANNITY: Well... 

ADAMS: It was just attention seeking and, you know, you assume 
the risk and, you know, this is all about taking responsibility for 
your own actions, and that's something we have to start teaching at 
the university to a much greater degree. 

You're responsible for your own conduct, and you assume the risk. 
When you join in, you know, in the marketplace of ideas, you 
better expect that there's a good chance that someone's going to fire 
back at you. So... 

COLMES: All right, Professor. We're going to take a quick break. 

We'll continue on the other side of this break. Stay with us. 

And don't forget you can log on to foxnews.com and become a Fox 
fan. 

More HANNITY & COLMES in a moment. 

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 

HANNITY: And we continue now with University of North 
Carolina Professor Mike Adams. 

All right, Mike. I want to follow this through here and specifically -- 
all right. So this all comes down, and you're accused of -- what was 
it specifically? 
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ADAMS: I guess conspiring to hurt someone's feelings or 
something like that. I can't figure it out. You know -- you know, 
defamation of character was not something she ever had a chance 
of winning of cause of action for, so combing through my e-mail 
account, you know, I guess to find evidence for that, I think, was 
highly suspect, and I think -- 

You know, this was an intrusion, but I think it raises a larger 
question, and here's the question I have. If I were a feminist 
professor and I had offended a male student, is there any chance 
that the man could have said, "You hurt my feelings. Let me into 
that feminist professor's e- mail account." It's never happened 
before, and I doubt it would ever happen. 

HANNITY: Well, that's a serious issue here. What are you 
planning to do with this? 

ADAMS: What am I planning to do? Well, I guess... 

HANNITY: You could always get the ACLU to back you. 

ADAMS: Well, I don't know about that. I'm not going to stoop that 
low, quite frankly. 

COLMES: Oh, come on. 

ADAMS: Sorry about that, Alan. I had to take a shot at you, but -- 
at any rate, no, I'm just going to sit back and answer questions and 
tell the truth because I think someone needs to expose this because 
this exerts... 

HANNITY: Right. Are you going... 

ADAMS: ... a serious chilling effect on free speech, and that needs 
to be stopped. 

HANNITY: I totally agree with you, and they didn't have a right to 
do it, and -- especially here. Now are you -- is there any threat of a 
lawsuit? I read a letter that her father had -- I believe it was her 
father... 

ADAMS: Oh, her father? Well, that's interesting. 
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HANNITY: Well... 

ADAMS: Well, she claimed in the original letter we live in a racist 
and chauvinist society. Why is Daddy speaking for her? That's 
another question. 

HANNITY: She said, "Well, we have no intentions of suing for 
libel. We think it's absurd, but" -- they think you're acting like a 
martyr and, quote, "He's an unsavory character." 

ADAMS: An unsavory character. 

HANNITY: That's from Dennis Fuller. 

ADAMS: Well, that means conservative, so -- at least I don't log on 
to the world socialist Web sites. 

COLMES: Oh, don't talk about conservatives like that, Mike. 
Come on. 

Look, I think you've got a beef -- a real beef with the university in 
terms of them wanting to expose your e-mail. I find that extremely 
troubling. Are you pursuing anything there in terms of legal action? 

ADAMS: Oh, no. I have no intention of doing that at all. 

COLMES: Why not? 

ADAMS: Why not? Well, I'm not a litigious person. I prefer to 
fight my battles in the court of public opinion, and here I am. 

COLMES: Has the university apologized to you for looking at your 
e- mails? 

ADAMS: No, they haven't. 

COLMES: Have you asked for an apology? 

ADAMS: No, I haven't, so... 

COLMES: It doesn't seem to bother you that much. I mean, I think 
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that's an incredible invasion of privacy, and I bet the ACLU would 
probably, indeed, be willing to get involved in something like that. 

ADAMS: It does bother me, but if this brings about a change and it 
never happens again, that would be reward enough, I suppose, so... 

COLMES: So what's the status now? What's -- what's going to 
happen next? 

ADAMS: I'm not sure. You know, I guess -- it would be nice if the 
other side -- you know, if this family would stop trying to win this 
battle in the court of public opinion. They just keep getting 
slaughtered, I think, but if they want to keep going, I'll go another 
round. 

COLMES: Well, we invited Ms. Fuller to be on tonight. We were 
told that she had some surgery, could not be with us. We certainly 
would like to hear her side. 

ADAMS: Well, I'm available to come back. 

COLMES: I'm not sure that I disagree with everything she's written 
probably as much as you do. I mean, she talked about we have to 
examine our motives, look at America. In this country, if you talk 
about even looking at America and critically examining it, you get 
called anti- American and a traitor, and people act -- react 
emotionally to that. 

ADAMS: Well, I never did that, and I didn't react emotionally, and 
I just point you to one line in my response. I said, you know, you 
have a constitutional right to say the things that you said, and so 
I've never lost sight of that principle. 

COLMES: Well, that's why I'm on your side in this case because 
you pointed out that she has -- you have a constitutional right to be 
immature, to say something that you may think is not as intelligent 
as something else somebody says, so... 

ADAMS: Absolutely. 

COLMES: We thank you very much. By the way, I would just like 
to... 
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ADAMS: Well, thank you. 

COLMES: Mike, appreciate you for being here tonight. 

I just wanted to mention that today -- well, actually, tomorrow is 
the 226th anniversary of the Marines. So we want to thank them for 
all the great work they've done defending our country since 1775. 

HANNITY: Well, something -- those guys are great, and they've 
been called upon again. So... 

COLMES: That's right. 

HANNITY: Absolutely. I agree with you. 

COLMES: We agree. 

HANNITY: On that note, like we told you at the beginning of the 
show, we asked you to take part in our viewer vote located at 
foxnews.com. The question tonight: Do you think that the money 
donated to help the victims of the September 11th tragedy is being 
mishandled? Here are the results. Ninety-six percent said yes. Four 
percent no. That's sad. We'll stay on the case. 

That's our show for tonight. 

Because Your Liberty is a Precious Thing 
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