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Free Speech Access
A fundamental responsibility of the College of Charleston, as an institution of higher learning,
is to serve as a dynamic marketplace of informed ideas for our constituencies as they exercise
their freedom of expression. This goal of informed ideas is best accomplished by encouraging
the active flow of information, by granting to these constituencies access to this information,
and by promoting freedom of expression whenever possible. The privilege of access to
information and the freedom of expression carry with them certain responsibilities. Behavior
that constitutes an abuse of access to information and/or the freedom of expression remains
subject to the constraints of federal, state, and local law, as well as to existing college rules
and regulations.

The College reserves the right to limit, restrict, or extend computing privileges and access to
electronic information resources. Access to the College’s information resources may be granted
by the College based upon its judgment regarding the following factors: relevant state and
federal laws, contractual obligations, the requester’s need to know, the sensitivity of the
information, and the potential risk of loss or damage to the College. Because the primary
mission of this institution is teaching, research, and service, the College places its highest
priority on those uses of the College’s resources that are educational in nature. Likewise,
because non-educational (e.g., recreational or commercial) uses have a potentially negative
impact on the fundamental educational mission for which these resources are intended or may
result in unwarranted costs to the institution, the College restricts the use of its resources for
non-educational purposes.

Additionally, because the fundamental reason for providing the right of access to these
resources is educational, the College’s computing facilities may not be used for commercial
purposes, without prior written approval. In most cases, because of the commercial (i.e., for
profit) nature of the activities, the College will ordinarily require payment of appropriate fees
should permission be granted.

In the case of outside users, the College’s staff may allow individuals other than College of
Charleston faculty, students, or staff access to information, so long as such access does not
violate any license or contractual agreement, college policy, or any federal, state, or local law
or ordinance. The College staff may also limit access to the public which incurs additional cost
to the institution (e.g., excessive printing and searching priced-per-search databases).


