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The City University of New York
CUNY is the nation’s largest urban university: 11 senior colleges, 6 community colleges, a
graduate school, a law school and The Sophie Davis School of Biomedical Education.
More than 450,000 degree-credit students and adult, continuing and professional
education students are enrolled at campuses located in all New York City boroughs. In Fall
2003, 45% of all the college students in the City of New York were attending CUNY. An
additional 40,500 students are enrolled in College Now, the University’s enrichment
program for high school students at CUNY campuses and more than 200 New York City
high schools. Another 8,000 students are enrolled in CUNY-affiliated high schools.

Mission
CUNY traces its beginnings to the founding in 1847 of the Free
Academy, which later became The City College, the first CUNY
College. According to New York State Education Law, CUNY is
"supported as an independent and integrated system of higher
education on the assumption that the university will continue to
maintain and expand its commitment to academic excellence and to
the provision of equal access and opportunity for students, faculty
and staff from all ethnic and racial groups and from both sexes."
The law requires CUNY to "remain responsive to the needs of its
urban setting and maintain its close articulation between senior and

community college units."

Faculty
More than 80 percent of CUNY’s senior college faculty hold the
highest degrees in their fields, such as Ph.D’s, J.D,’s M.D.’s and
M.F.A’s. The full-time teaching faculty of over 5,800 include
world-renowned experts in virtually every field of human endeavor.
CUNY Distinguished Professor at Lehman College Billy Collins served
as Poet Laureate of the United States. Other current CUNY faculty
have won prestigious awards in recognition of their contribution to
education and scholarship. Included are Guggenheim Fellowships,
Pulitzer Prizes, an Academy Award, MacArthur Foundation "genius awards," and Carnegie
Teacher of the Year awards, among many other honors, fellowships and grants. Faculty
achievements have been recognized by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the
National Academy of Sciences, and the American Association for the Advancement of
Science, and other organizations that salute scholarly excellence. Faculty work has been
supported by the National Institutes of Health, the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the Department of
Defense and the National Science Foundation.

Research
CUNY, with more than 100 nationally recognized research
centers, institutes and consortia, is one of the nation’s major
research institutions. The New York Structural Biology Center at
City College is a new state-of-the-art magnetic resonance
technology facility run by a CUNY-led consortium of nine major
medical institutions in New York City. It is funded with a $15
million grant from the New York State Office of Science,
Technology and Academic Research. Expanding upon the
CUNY-wide New York State Center for Advanced Technology in

Photonic Applications and the Institute for Ultrafast Spectroscopy and Lasers at City
College, a new technology center focuses on research and development projects for micro
and macro integrated photonic devices and systems. The new CUNY Institute for
Macromolecular Assemblies at the College of Staten Island builds on a base of research
strengths in molecular biosciences at CUNY. Recent faculty research in the humanities
and social sciences research has included study of women’s occupational health hazards,
contemporary Latino writers in the United States, problems of contemporary democracy,
and Black perspectives on violence.

Academic Programs 
CUNY provides post-secondary learning opportunities at every level from certificate
courses to the Ph.D. in a single integrated system. Transfer to a CUNY senior college is
guaranteed for students who graduate from a CUNY community college. CUNY offers
approximately 1400 academic programs, more than 200 majors leading to associate and
baccalaureate degrees, and more than 100 graduate degree majors. 

University-Wide HonorsCollege
The CUNY Honors College, established in 2001, enrolls the region’s
most academically talented students in a challenging honors
curriculum that incorporates New York City’s greatest cultural
institutions. Participating colleges are Baruch, Brooklyn, City,
Hunter, Queens and Lehman Colleges and the College of Staten
Island. Private funding helps provide full tuition scholarships, laptop
computers, cultural passports, academic expense accounts and
study abroad. For more information visit
www.cuny.edu/honorscollege.

Students
CUNY students have won nationally competitive awards such as Marshall and Gates

Millenium Scholarships, and Rhodes, Fulbright, Mellon, Soros, Javits
and National Science Foundation Fellowships. CUNY engineering
students won every major award at a Regional meeting of the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers, besting students from other leading


