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UD diversity training 
crossed the line into 
student intimidation
Posted Friday, November 2, 2007

OUR VIEW

University of Delaware President Patrick Harker is to be 
commended for pulling the plug on a program that turned the 
quest for tolerance and understanding upside down. A report 
from the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education 
showed that the university's residential life program made a 
mockery of intellectual freedom in the way it treated students
living in its dormitories.

Students were subjected to what can only be called 
intimidation and indoctrination on the issues of race and 
sexual identity.

The foundation is in the business of exposing this kind of 
intolerance on campuses, so it might be accused of political 
bias. However, when students came forth to back up the claim,
university officials were duty bound to end it. The newly 
installed president's immediate and forceful action ends what 
at best can be called a several-year-old, but seriously 
misguided effort.

Students from all backgrounds need to meet and learn about 
people who are different from themselves. Not only do they 
need to get along in the dorms, but that's what the world 
beyond the campus requires. That is not the same as trying to 
indoctrinate and pressure newly arrived freshmen into 
accepting reverse racial stereotypes and delving into sexual 
politics. At UD, students had been subjected to training that 
equates all white people with racists and urged to reveal their 
deepest sexual secrets either in public gatherings or to an 
official.

College spokesmen at furst downplayed the matter by claiming
some lower-ranking officials went too far or that such 
meetings were not mandatory.

That's not what students said. Students were told the meetings 
were required. If they didn't show up, there were 
confrontations with residence officials or e-mails asking 
where they were.

That was not teaching tolerance. It was an abuse of power.
Thankfully, it's gone.
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Posted by: rstabosz- Fri Nov 02, 2007 8:43 am

President Patrick Harker is my new hero, for taking swift and decisive action. The residence hall 

diversity program was by no means the first or the most egregious example of students being 

indoctrinated by professors and UD administrators who have a radically leftist vision of racial, 

sexual and social justice. Six years ago, an abortion doctor was invited on campus to introduce a 

documentary film that made him a hero and the New Hampshire Right to Life a villain. Students 

were required to attend this film or given extra credit for doing so, as part of Women's History 

Month. When some UD staff and faculty asked to be able to provide just 10 minutes of rebuttal to

the pro-abortion POV espoused by the hero-abortionist doctor, they were refused in no uncertain 

terms. Last year, the Women's Studies Department refused a UD student group's request to 

co-sponsor a talk on campus by Feminists for Life President Serrin Foster. Foster's talk was

intended to bridge a gap between pro-life and pro-choice viewpoints on campus, and suggest 

ways that both groups could establish and work together for common goals. Because the premier

purveyor of feminist scholarship on campus refused to lend its support to a feminist group that 

dares to challenge the prevailing pro-abortion ideology of most feminism, pro-choice students 

lost out on an opportunity to move beyond the recriminations and hostility of the abortion 

political wars. The Women's Studies Dept. has shown its intellectual bankruptcy in these two 

incidents and many more over the years. 

Perhaps the ideological Reign of Terror is over with a new administration. David Roselle's only 

response to complaints of this nature was to kowtow to the thought police. Ask anyone on 

campus. This is NOT a new phenomenon. 

Welcome, President Patrick Harker. 

Rae Stabosz

Posted by: Alex F Wysocki- Fri Nov 02, 2007 7:21 am

With Political Correctness running amok and liberals having full sway, indoctrination replaces 

inquiry and becomes the avenue to success. 

As Ezra Pound once observed that "real education must ultimately be limited to men and women 

who insist on knowing. The rest is mere sheep-herding." GIGO. Nota bene. Alex F Wysocki

Posted by: veito- Fri Nov 02, 2007 7:05 am

Can you say politcally correct? The THOUGHT POLICE are alive and well, the USA is becoming

more Orwellian each day. Whatever happened to freedom of speech and expression.

Posted by: TheFreePress- Fri Nov 02, 2007 4:48 am

 College spokesmen at furst downplayed the matter 

WTF....furst  

What a joke this paper is. 
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