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What Every Empire State College Student Should Know About the Prevention of 
Sexual Offenses

The New York State Education Law (Section 6450-1-a) has been amended to require all colleges to provide 
students with information relating to sexual assault prevention. This section of the Empire State College 
Student Handbook serves to educate Empire State College students and to comply with the law. 

Public Safety at Empire State College 

Although students attend Empire State College at more than 40 locations, the College in all of its 
geographical locations takes the public safety and security of students very seriously. Each location 
establishes procedures to ensure the safety of its students and employees. Where applicable, local procedures 
are described in center supplements to the Student Handbook. Information on new security procedures and 
methods is available from center directors and is posted at all center locations. 

The College's Policy on Sexual Offenses 

Penalties for Committing Sexual Offenses 
Sexual assault of students or employees at Empire State College is not tolerated. The College is committed to 
developing and maintaining a safe, non-threatening, responsible environment in all locations for all of its 
students and employees. Violation of the College's policy on sexual offense will result in strict disciplinary 
action including suspension or expulsion from the College.

What is a Sexual Offense

The New York State Penal Law Article 130 defines sexual offenses. It lists the sections and degrees of crimes
committed and punishable by law in New York. A copy of this article can be obtained from the Office of 
Academic Affairs, Coordinating Center, SUNY Empire State College, One Union Avenue, Saratoga Springs, 
NY 12866-4391.

Rape and Sodomy: If a person engages in non-consensual sexual intercourse or non-consensual deviate 
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sexual intercourse due to physical force, coercion or threat - actual or implied, these acts are considered rape 
and sodomy, respectively. Rape and sodomy are felony crimes in New York State.

Sexual Abuse: If a person is forced to engage in any form of sexual contact without the person's consent, this
sexual contact is considered sexual abuse.

Sexual Harassment

Sexual harassment is a form of sex discrimination and as such is specifically prohibited by Title VII of the 
Federal Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Title IX of the Education Amendments Act of 1972. Sexual harassment 
is defined as unwelcome verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature which has the purpose or effect of 
interfering with a person's performance or which creates a hostile or intimidating environment. Examples of 
sexual harassment range from remarks and joking to actual sexual relations.

Sexual Assault Prevention

Learn to trust your inner voice or intuition. If you feel that someone appears to be threatening, inform your 
center director, mentor or mentor/coordinator immediately. If you see a person or persons loitering near your 
car or near the entrance to Empire State College, do not approach your car or go near the Empire State 
College entrance. Find a phone booth and call the emergency number of your local police department. Go into
a store and have the store owner make a phone call to the police. If you are alone, do not step onto an elevator
with a person that you feel is threatening. Wait for the next elevator. If you are walking alone on the street in 
the dark, take notice of persons walking near you. 

Sexual Assault Victims 

Immediate Needs
If an attack occurs on the premises of Empire State College, in the parking lot or sidewalk leading up to the 
entrance of Empire State College, please remember to take the following steps: 

Try to remain as calm as possible, in order to think clearly and to remember as many details 
about the incident as possible.
Call the police first, then a friend, family and/or rape crisis service. Tell or call your center 
director or dean and mentor/coordinator. 

Although your first inclination is to wash and change your clothing, it is necessary that you remain in the 
exact same condition as when the attacker left. This means that you should not wash any part of your body, 
change or destroy any article of clothing. Do not douche or even comb your hair.

It is important to receive medical attention immediately. Not only can internal and external injuries be treated,
but also measures can be taken to combat the possibilities of sexually transmitted diseases. It is an 
opportunity to collect valuable evidence. 

Counseling and Support Services 

At orientation, your Empire State College center or unit will make available information on sexual assault 
crisis intervention referral services in your local area. 

This statement was prepared by the Office of Academic Affairs, Empire State College. If students have any 
comments, suggestions or resources to offer our staff, we invite you to send them to: Office of Academic 
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Affairs, SUNY Empire State College, One Union Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-4391, 518 587-2100 
ext. 263.

Empire State College Security Policy and Procedures 

As a nonresidential college, Empire State College's facilities consist of office space where faculty meet with 
students and administrative work is conducted. Each location has its own procedures for maintaining the 
security of that particular facility. 

This policy complies with Title II of Public Law 101-542, the Crime Awareness and Campus Security Act of 
1990. 

Criminal Actions 

If a criminal action occurs at any of the College's locations, it must be reported immediately to the local 
police and to the center director or coordinator. In each case, the director or coordinator will discuss the 
situation with the assistant vice president for operations to determine if changes should be made in building 
security procedures. 

Security and Access to Campus Facilities 

Each location establishes procedures to ensure the safety of its students and employees. While the procedures 
are appropriate to the particular location, all procedures follow these principles: 

Keys and knowledge of the security codes (in buildings with alarm systems) are limited to 
employees, and only those who may need to be in the building during evenings and weekends are
given keys.

1.

Individuals who are no longer employees of the College must turn in their keys before they leave.2.
Where there are receptionists, all visitors and students must check in upon arrival. 3.
Employees who organize after hours meetings and events are responsible for security while the 
meeting is in session and are also responsible for ensuring that the building is secured when they 
leave. 

4.

Campus Law Enforcement

Empire State College does not have security personnel. Crimes are to be reported promptly to the local police.

Security Programs 

The College provides no formal crime prevention programs for students and employees. The students are 
mature adults who live and work in their own communities, many of which publicize the best ways to prevent
crime. All staff are advised of building security procedures when they begin employment with the College. 

Off-Campus Student Organizations

The College does not have off-campus student organizations or housing facilities. 

Empire State College Drug Prevention Program
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Standards of Conduct
Empire State College policy prohibits the unlawful possession, use or distribution of illicit drugs and the 
abuse of alcohol by students and employees on College property or as part of the College's activities.

Health Risks
There are significant psychological and physiological health risks associated with the use of illicit drugs and 
alcohol. Physical addiction, loss of control and withdrawal syndrome as well as serious damage to vital 
organs of the body can result from drug and alcohol abuse. Further information is available from centers or 
the Office of Academic Affairs.

Federal, State and Local Legal Sanctions
Conviction for possession and sale of controlled substances carry a number and variety of penalties under 
New York State law. These range from fines to prison terms of 15 years to life, depending upon the nature of 
the substance, the criminal act and the character of the crime. Federal Trafficking Law convictions also carry 
a variety of penalties which range from five years in prison to 30 years in prison and substantial fines. These 
sanctions are described in materials which are available at the centers or the Office of Academic Affairs.

Counseling Services
The College provides no counseling, treatment or rehabilitation programs for drug users or alcohol abusers. 
The College makes available to students and employees information about organizations which offers 
counseling, treatment and rehabilitation services.

Disciplinary Sanctions - Students 

Possession/Use of Illicit Drugs or
Possession/Abuse of Alcohol

First Time: Center director or director's designee warns student of dangers of drug use/alcohol abuse 
and informs student of community-based treatment programs. Student permitted to continue 
attendance.

Second Time: Student will be permitted to continue attendance, but must supply the center director or 
the director's designee with evidence of participation in a recognized counseling, treatment or 
rehabilitation program. If the student is participating in such a program at the time the infraction occurs, 
the student must provide evidence of continuing participation. 

If not participating at that time, student must begin participation within 30 days of the occurrence.

Third Time: Student is suspended from participation in College programs for one 16-week enrollment 
period (student allowed to continue and complete studies for which enrolled at the time of the 
infraction). Student may not reenroll without providing to the center director or the director's designee 
evidence of completion of a recognized counseling, treatment or rehabilitation program during the 
period of suspension.

Fourth Time: Student is immediately dismissed from the College. No refunds of tuition or fees. Student
will not be considered for readmission for a period of two years after the date of the decision. 
Readmission application will be reviewed by a center committee.

Distribution of Illicit Drugs
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Student is immediately dismissed from the College. No refunds of tuition or fees. Student will not be 
considered for readmission for a period of two years after the date of the decision. Readmission 
application will be reviewed by a regional center committee.

Appeals

The student has the right to appeal the dean's action (suspension or dismissal) to the center review 
committee. If the appeal is denied, the student may make a final appeal of the center director's action to 
the vice president for academic affairs.
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The Empire State College Student Handbook is current as of January 2001. The College reserves the right to
make changes in policy and regulations at any time. 

We welcome comments about this web site. Please e-mail comments to our web coordinator at 
ESCwebmaster@esc.edu.
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