
Consolidation of Vacancies 

When vacancies occur in a student room, the remaining student may be required to accept another 

roommate or be reassigned to another room. 

Construction and Modification to Residences 

Any structural modification, alteration, or addition to the interior or exterior of rooms or 

townhouses is strictly prohibited without written authorization from the Office of Residence Life 

and the director of Physical Plant. Residents are not permitted to extend or hang objects from the 

windows or doors. Residents are also prohibited from making any alteration to their room or 

townhouse that could result in a fire hazard, fire code violation, or other dangerous situation. 

Decorations 

Hanging Pictures 
We recommend that residents use the “Fun Tak” putty, provided by the Office of Residence Life, 

on their walls. Repairs resulting from damages caused by using other devices will be charged to 

the residents in the room or unit. 

All residents should avoid using duct tape and double-sided foam tape to hang pictures on 
painted or wooden surfaces. The residue left when the tape is removed is impossible to eliminate 

and will add significant costs to damage billings. In order to avoid chipping the paint and causing 

other damages, use putty or removable mounting tabs (for example, Magic Removable Mounts, 

available in the Campus Store) to put up posters, etc. on the walls.

Holiday Decorations 
Students may decorate their rooms and hallways for holidays. 

1.  All decorations must be UL-approved and marked “flame resistant” or “flame 

retardant.”

2.  Live trees and greenery, and decorations containing crepe paper or pyroxylin plastics 

may not be used. 

3.  Nothing should be attached to or touch the ceilings or floors, especially in the 

hallways (exception: decorations with a stand securely placed on the floor). 

4.  Open flames are not permitted. 

5.  Twinkle lights may be strung along the walls. 

6.  One extension cord per outlet is permitted, with only one device plugged into the 

cord (that is, the cord is NOT there to provide additional outlets) and is only 

temporary, not stretched across doors, floors, under rugs, etc. 

7.  Nothing should block a light fixture or smoke detector at any time. 

8.  Students are not permitted to decorate exit doors, door handles, electrical equipment 

(including lights, panels, and switches), fire protection equipment (including alarms, 

extinguishers, lights, panels, or smoke detectors), stairs, stairwells, and windows. 

Decorations, Tapestries 

Due to fire safety regulations, students are not permitted to block light fixtures or smoke detectors 

with tapestries or other material. Because windows and doors must be accessible in the event of a 

fire, students may not hang material in a manner so as to block easy access to these egress points. 

Disorderly Conduct 

This is defined as failure to comply with directions given by a Residence Life staff member or 

other College official, or to use any type of harassment or abusive language toward any 



Residence Life staff member or College official in the performance of assigned responsibilities. 

Such conduct is subject to judicial action. 

Expanded Housing 

To accommodate all students who are guaranteed housing, there are times when the College will 

use “expanded housing.” When necessary, study rooms will be converted to accommodate up to 

four students, and larger double rooms will be converted into temporary triples. Students assigned 

to these spaces will be provided with the usual furniture: bed, dresser, desk, and chair. In study 

rooms, wardrobes will also be provided. Students will be reassigned to standard residence hall 

spaces as soon as space becomes available. Priority for reassignments goes to students 

involuntarily placed into expanded triples, then to students in the study rooms. 

Extension Cords, Electrical Outlets 

Residents may not use electrical extension cords more than eight feet in length or four-way plugs 

in the outlets; both these practices may cause an electrical overload and fire hazard. All electrical 

extension cords must be UL-listed. 

Family and Married Student Housing 

On-campus housing is designed for individual students. The College does not provide family 

housing or married-student housing. Students with children, spouses, etc. are encouraged to come 

to the Office of Residence Life for a listing of off-campus housing options. Students who are 

pregnant are permitted to live in College housing during the pregnancy. This information should 

be discussed with the assistant dean for residential life in order to make sure that appropriate 

arrangements are made in the event of medical problems, the onset of labor, etc. Relevant 

information will be shared with those who have a specific need to know (such as the Health 

Services staff). 

Fire Code

St. Mary’s adheres to fire codes as noted in the NFPA Inspection Manual (seventh edition).  As 

such, personal property cannot be left in corridors as “All paths of travel from any part of the 

building must allow the occupants to travel safely without obstructions to the exits.  Corridors and 

passageways must be at least 44 inches wide and completely clear of obstructions.” (NFPA, p. 

351).

Furniture

Furniture from suites, apartments, townhouses, residence halls, DPC, or other College buildings 

must remain indoors and not be moved to other locations (for example, for seating on the track or 

on Townhouse Green). Lounge furnishings are provided for the use of all residents and guests. 

Students must not move lounge furniture from its location in the residence halls. Students who 

violate this policy will be subject to a furniture removal charge and additional disciplinary action. 

Graduation Housing 

Graduating seniors, residence life staff, ushers, summer employees, food service, and 

maintenance personnel who are resident students are the only individuals permitted to remain in 

housing just prior to Commencement. Seniors who are returning to SMCM in order to participate 

in Commencement exercises should contact the Office of Residence Life by May 1 to obtain 

College housing for Senior Week.  The residence halls and suites close at 3:00 p.m. on 

Commencement Day, and the Townhouses and Apartments close at 5:00 p.m. 

Guests 


