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Three pillars of student life  

Academic advising and support  

Orientation  

Minority and international student support  

Residential hall living  

Personal development  

Health and wellness  

Recreation  

Student governance and organizations  

Athletics  

Musical and theatre performance opportunities  

Student rights  

Student responsibilities  

Making Connections 
Northland is a community of learners who strive to live in harmony with the ecosystems surrounding and including 
us. With our neighbors in the Lake Superior region, we share a vision of a more sustainable world, and see our work 
at Northland College as helping to bring that about. Here, diverse people who share this commitment are 
empowered to take risks, work collaboratively, develop their potential, and live balanced, environmentally sensitive 
lives. 

Northland is a residential, environmental liberal arts college, which creates conditions that motivate and inspire 
students to devote more time and energy to educationally purposeful activities both inside and outside the classroom 
that assist their transition into, through, and out of the college experience. These conditions include rigor in curricular 
and co-curricular offerings, significant opportunities for active and collaborative learning, diverse options for 
engagement with faculty and staff, enriching educational experiences, and a supportive campus environment. 

Membership in our community needs and appreciates the diverse gifts and talents of each individual as well as the 
collective energy of the whole. As such, we support the dynamic learning experiences that are critical to students' 
success. We believe that success includes a unique blend of learning and living experiences. 

Living and Learning Model 
Recognizing that everyone is both a teacher and a learner, the Offices of Student Success and Student 
Development promotes the balance of freedom, responsibility, and respect for each other's choices. We encourage a 
sense of humility and interdependence and promote the dynamic of human relationship as intrinsic to campus life. 
We value open communication and frank discussions. Our vision is to help the Northland community value the whole 
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human experience through service to one another and our world. 

Our service to the Northland community is focused upon supporting students in attaining their goals. These goals 
encompass the following learning and living components. 

Learning Components 

Academic Advising and Support  

New Student Orientation  

Career Life Planning  

Minority Student Support  

International Student Support  

Living Components 

Residence Hall Living  

Counseling and Personal Development  

Spiritual Living  

Health and Wellness  

Services for Students with Special Needs  

Recreational Programming and Equipment  

Campus Dining  

Student Governance and Organizations  

Athletics  

Musical and Theatrical Performing Opportunities  

Academic Advising and Support 
All students work with an academic advisor who assists them with educational planning. An advisor works on behalf 
of students to assist in implementing their academic plans and to support students in completing their education. 
Advisors help students: 

understand Northland's academic requirements and regulations;  

navigate academic programs;  

choose courses;  

explore careers;  

learn about opportunities for Independent Study and study abroad; and  

achieve academic success during their time at Northland.  

In addition, Northland provides instructional tutoring that's available for all students. Tutoring is offered in writing, 
mathematics, chemistry, modern languages, biology, geology, economics, and psychology. Additional support is 
available through a program of supplemental instruction in several key courses. (Contact Student Success and 
Student Development for more information.) Faculty members are also a good source of support for further 
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assistance. 

Back to the top 

New Student Orientation 
New students participate in a variety of orientation activities and programs designed to welcome them into the 
Northland community. Outdoor Orientation provides 5- and 12-day trips, student-athlete trips, and a North Country 
overnight trip. In addition, students are introduced to the programs, services, and people that will assist them during 
their time at Northland. 

Career Life Planing 
Opportunities for career counseling and exploration and the development of a variety of skills and attitudes critical for 
employability are available at Northland. Opportunities are also facilitated for students to gain valuable work 
experience while in school, further developing the skills necessary for future job search efforts. These experiences 
include internships, seasonal employment, and volunteer options. 

Minority Student Support 
Preparing students for life in an increasing diverse, global society is the focus of Northland's minority student support 
services. Individual support is available to help minority students successfully address the challenges and rewards of 
college life. Workshops, seminars, classroom presentations, social activities, along with a student-directed 
organization (United Cultures at Northland), provide a rich diversity of educational programming and support in group 
settings. 

International Student Support 
Students attend Northland from a variety of countries and represent diverse cultural backgrounds. In an effort to 
assist students with their educational plans, Student Success and Student Development provides support services 
geared specifically toward the unique needs of international students. Assistance includes helping students 
understand Northland's academic requirements, regulations, and programs; helping students adapt to the culture of 
Northland College; and assisting students on the numerous issues regarding maintaining status as a non-immigrant 
(F-1) student. 

Back to the top  

Residential Hall Living 
esidence hall living is part of the total educational experience at Northland College. It provides an environment that is 
conducive to personal growth and an opportunity to develop a sense of community with student peers. In the 
residence halls, students live in close proximity, and this living pattern helps students develop maturity and 
responsibility. 

The Residential Life Office is dedicated to promoting a healthy living and learning environment for all students. 
Upperclass students are hired as Residence Hall Directors and Resident Advisors to live in the residence halls. In 
addition, professional staff members assist with residence hall orientation and guidance. 

Northland College requires all freshmen and sophomores to live on campus. Exemptions are granted for married 
students, students from the greater Ashland area who are living with their parents in a primary residence, Armed 
Forces veterans, or students who turn 21 years of age prior to September of the academic year for which they are 
enrolled. Questions regarding exemption eligibility should be addressed to the Director of Student Development. 

The Northland campus has six residential facilities, each with its own distinctive personality. 

Fenenga Hall  
is a coeducational facility and the largest residence hall on campus with the capability of housing approximately 
160 students. It was constructed in 1966 and is named after an early president of Northland College, M.J. 
Fenenga. Fenenga is located on the edge of campus. The walk from Fenenga to the main part of campus is a 
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pleasant one that traverses Fenenga Bridge over a scenic ravine.  

Memorial Hall  
is a women's residence hall that houses approximately 80 students. It was named Memorial because of the many 
contributions made as memorial gifts that enabled its construction. Built in 1927, Memorial is the oldest residence 
hall on campus, and it possesses a charm not found in new buildings. Kohler Lounge with its cozy fireplace is one 
of the most attractive meeting places on campus. A close community of women with a wide variety of interests and 
lifestyles enjoy the pleasant atmosphere of this residence hall.  

McMillan Hall  
constructed in 1964, is a men's residence hall that houses approximately 115 students. McMillan is named after 
Anna B. McMillan, a former Wisconsin schoolteacher and benefactor of Northland. Traditionally, many of its 
residents enjoy outdoor activities, environmental interests, and are active in sports on campus. McMillan is located 
a short distance from the athletic building, pool, and library.  

Mead Hall  
is the smallest residence hall on campus, housing approximately 50 students. This coeducational facility, built in 
1955, provides an atmosphere where residents easily become acquainted with one another. Mead adjoins an office 
complex that includes Upward Bound, the Lifelong Learning Center, and the Native American Studies Program and 
Cultural Center. Mead Hall was named in honor of George M. Mead, whose contributions to Northland enabled the 
hall to be constructed.  

The Townhouse Apartments  
provide a unique alternative housing option for 32 upperclass students. These two-bedroom, two-bath apartments 
enhance an independent lifestyle and are conveniently located on campus. The College also provides two houses 
adjacent to campus for 10 upperclass students. These houses are each focused upon a theme and residents 
organize and facilitate programs related to the theme.  

The McLean Environmental Living and Learning Center (MELLC)  
a newer residential facility located on the west edge of campus, opened in the fall of 1998. It is a two-story building 
consisting of three wings that house 114 students. Three styles of accommodations are available: regular double 
rooms, suites, and apartments. The building contains four lounges and five study areas that may also be used as 
seminar rooms. Resource efficiency and renewable energy sources are integral components of the MELLC 
building. Besides high energy- and water-efficiency features, the building contains four renewable systems: a 120-
foot wind tower with a 20 KW capacity, three photovoltaic arrays mounted on trackers that position the arrays to 
follow the sun for the most efficient solar collection, fourteen solar panels preheat hot water for residential use, and 
composting/waterless toilets are in two of the apartments. The building also has a passive solar design and two 
attached greenhouses that residents operate.  

Back to the top  

Counseling and Personal Development 
Counseling services provide student support for personal development and wellness, ensuring students are offered 
the tools needed to get the most out of their college and life experiences. Services include individual counseling on a 
variety of topics such as relationships, time/stress management, depression, anxiety, self-esteem, grief and loss 
issues, and crisis intervention. Additionally, support groups are offered each session, as are workshops and psycho-
educational programming on a diverse variety of topics. 

Spiritual Living 
Spiritual life at Northland College includes a variety of opportunities. Recognizing the diversity of students' spiritual 
backgrounds, most on-campus activities reflect Judeo-Christian, East Asian, and Native American world views. 
Campus Ministry at Northland: 

encourages renewal through personal counseling, spiritual retreats, and social gatherings;  
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invites dialogue and action through talking circles, movies, and service projects;  

offers traditional Christian worship services, Native American rituals, and other spiritual celebrations;  

coordinates projects that focus on a commitment to serving others in conjunction with the Northland 
Volunteer Program; and  

encourages those students seeking a faith community to reach out to fellowships in the Chequamegon Bay 
area.  

Health and Wellness 
A registered nurse works on campus to treat minor illnesses and injuries, dispense non-prescription drugs, give free 
immunizations, make referrals to area health care professionals, provide health education materials, and coordinate 
health care seminars and first aid classes. 

Upon admission to Northland, each student is required to submit a completed health evaluation form. In addition, the 
College requires health insurance coverage for all students. 

Services for Students with Special Needs 
Direct services for students with special needs are provided on an individual and flexible basis. Services provided 
include problem resolution, advocacy, and help with adaptive equipment, tutoring, and other accommodations for 
academic assistance. In addition, Student Success and Development acts as liaison to College offices, professional 
health and counseling services, and vocational rehabilitation programs. 

Students who have special needs may use these services with the following considerations: a qualified professional 
has documented a student's need for assistance, and requested accommodations are for the purpose of academic 
assistance. 

Back to the top 

Recreational and Programming Equipment 
Outdoor Pursuits supports the needs of the campus community by providing a diverse variety of information, outdoor 
opportunities, and quality equipment rental at affordable prices. Student-planned and student-facilitated outdoor 
experiences such as rock climbing, backpacking, and whitewater and sea kayaking represent a sampling of the 
many opportunities available. 

Campus Dining 
Northland's food service provider, Chartwells, has served the community for more than twenty years. Several meal 
plans, including a vegetarian program, are available to serve a diverse array of preferences and appetites. In 
addition, 20 percent of the fresh produce used is organically grown. Students may also customize a meal plan to fit 
their needs. 

Back to the top 

Student Governance and Organizations 
Student organizations on campus include religious groups, political organizations, social fraternities, and academic 
and recreational interest groups. Student organizations wishing to make use of Northland College facilities or to use 
the name of Northland College in communications, publicity, and records must obtain permission from the Northland 
College Student Association (NCSA). Student organizations must meet the NCSA standards and follow NCSA 
procedures for recognition. In addition, student organizations need to file a copy of their constitution and a list of 
officers with the NCSA each academic year. 

Northland College Student Association 
Participatory democracy is a reality at Northland. Student government through the Northland College Student 
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Association (NCSA) operates as a non-profit corporation with all students being members of the Association. In 
working with the Faculty Senate and the College administration, the Association exercises intelligent judgment in 
issues of concern to all. The Executive and Legislative branches function cooperatively in seeking to provide 
meaningful programs that are educationally, socially, and administratively relevant to the needs and desires of 
students. The Student Senate supervises the expenditure of NCSA's budget obtained through student fees. 

Association committees plan, coordinate, and execute the policies adopted by the Student Senate. The constituency-
oriented Senate functions within this framework of "balance of power" and democratically represents all the students 
of the College. 

Campus Entertainment Committee 
The Campus Entertainment Committee (CEC) is the arm of student government concerned with organizing student 
activities at Northland. Cultural, recreational, and social activities are sponsored, and events on and off campus are 
coordinated by several subgroups within the CEC. The chairpersons of these groups form a governing board of the 
CEC that is headed by the vice president of the NCSA. 

Back to the top 

Communication Commission 
The Communication Commission, Inc., coordinates the four basic media on campus. Each is supported with funds 
assessed through a special student communications fee. The media are independent of Northland College and have 
their own organizational structures. 

Drifts,  
is the student-produced campus newspaper. It is devoted to the general life of the College and offers opportunities 
for students to gain experience in journalism and business management.  

Wedge,  
the Northland College yearbook, is a publication of the student body, illustrating in word and image the events of 
interest occurring during the college year.  

Mosaic,  
the Northland College literary magazine, contains original poetry, photographs, illustrations, and prose selections 
that students and other members of the Northland College community contribute.  

Northland College Radio  
will be the College radio station, sending news, information, and music out over the airwaves to the campus and 
nearby community. An FCC license is pending.  

Back to the top 

Athletics 
The Northland College athletic program supports the educational mission of the college by providing programs that 
develop the principles of fair play in amateur competition, that encourage the academic success and health and 
welfare of student-athletes, and that emphasize high standards of sportsmanship and ethical conduct. The College 
also strives to develop athletic programs that provide fair and equitable treatment of men and women and to promote 
a sense of community across campus. 

The athletic program is the responsibility of the Athletic Department, under the direction of the Athletic Director. The 
Athletic Advisory Board provides guidance and advice on matters of policy. The College is a member of the National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics and a provisional member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association, 
Division III. 

Students can participate on varsity intercollegiate teams in basketball for men and women, soccer for men and 
women, cross-country running for men and women, volleyball for women, ice hockey for men, softball for women, 
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and baseball for men. An intramural program offers opportunities for students to participate in 23 different sports on 
individual, team, and coeducational levels. 

Musical and Theatrical Performing Opportunities 
The Northland College Fine Arts program supports student participation in a variety of musical and theatrical groups. 
Groups are also open to other members of the campus community and to the general public. Participation for credit 
is an option. 

The Symphonic Band is devoted to the study and performance of traditional and contemporary band literature and 
presents several concerts throughout the academic year. The Northland Singers is a mixed choir that tours nationally 
and internationally and performs two annual campus concerts, one at Christmas and another in spring. Vocal and 
chamber music ensembles are offered for advanced singers and musicians. The Jazz Band is for advanced 
performers who are dedicated to the study and performance of jazz and dance arrangements. The Chequamegon 
Symphony Orchestra has a community-based board of directors and a season of three or four concerts, including 
major and challenging orchestral repertory of the 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries. The Lumberjack Chorus is 
open to all men who enjoy singing a variety of choral literature, including spirituals, folk songs, and classical 
selections. Accidentals is an advanced women's ensemble that performs classical selections, ethnic music, and 
vocal jazz. 

In addition to music, an annual theater production is presented during winter session. Students can participate as 
actors, technicians, or administrators. For more information on Northland's musical and/or theatrical performance 
opportunities, see 

FINE ARTS-PERFORMING ARTS 

Back to the top 

Student Rights and Responsibilities 
Throughout its history, Northland has expected students to conduct themselves honorably in all of their relations with 
others. The privileges of admission and continued attendance involve, for each individual, a degree of self-discipline 
and responsibility that enables all to live and work productively within the College community. When you accept 
admission to Northland College, the College expects you to conduct yourself in accordance with its policies, 
standards, and regulations. 

Student Rights 
As a member of the Northland College community, you are participating in an academic climate that seeks to foster 
the freedom to teach and the freedom to learn. The Bill of Rights guarantees certain rights to all citizens. The 
Northland academic community reasserts those rights as central to the concepts of academic freedom and individual 
dignity and worth. 

The Right to Freedom of Association  
recognizes that you bring to Northland College a variety of interests, and you are encouraged to form associations 
to promote those interests. Campus organizations and facilities are open to you without respect to sex, age, race, 
creed, sexual orientation, disability, or national origin except for those religious qualifications required by 
organizations whose aims are primarily sectarian.  

The Right to Freedom of Inquiry and Expression  
allows you to hold meetings, invite and hear speakers of your choosing, petition for redress of grievances, and 
peaceably demonstrate. Student publications exercise this freedom to the extent that they conform to the 
standards of responsible journalism.  

The Right to Freedom of Religion and Conscience  
allows you to participate in or adhere to any doctrine, or personal faith or creed, as your conscience dictates. 
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Privacy of Student Records 
The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, also known as the Buckley Amendment, is designed to protect the privacy of student 
records. Northland College conforms to the law regarding conditions under which confidential records will be released. 

A student's academic file is maintained in the registrar's office. This file contains a permanent record of the courses students take and the 
credits they earn at Northland (in addition to those courses and credits accepted in transfer from other colleges) that contribute to a Northland 
degree; the type(s) of degrees awarded to students and when; and students' majors and any honors bestowed at graduation. The file also 
contains application forms, evaluations, and transcripts from other colleges and high schools. Test results such as ACT Assessment, SAT, 
and College Placement may also be included in the file. 

Students may examine their files and view and/or challenge the contents thereof. When possible, students should call a day or so in advance 
to make an appointment to examine their files. A special form must be completed at the time of the appointment. 

Certain information, including confidential letters and confidential statements of recommendation that were placed in a file prior to January 1, 
1975, may not be subjected to release to the student. This regulation is generally applicable to materials maintained in the Credential Files in 
the Student Development Office. Under special conditions, such as a court order, an exception can be made to this policy if professional 
documentation about a condition is submitted to a student's academic file. 

Grade reports are sent to students. Parents of dependent students also have the right of access to grades and other information regarding 
academic performance. 

Directory information such as name, address, telephone numbers, dates of attendance, degrees, and honors awarded can be released to 
anyone on request without prior permission of the student unless a written request to withhold such information is filed in the registrar's office 
annually. 

Student Right-to-Know and Campus Security Acts 
In compliance with federal regulations, Northland College publishes separate annual reports outlining student persistence and graduation 
rates and campus security policies, procedures, and crime statistics. 

Under the Crime Awareness and Campus Security Act, the College publishes procedures to report criminal actions or other emergencies 
occurring on campus, response policies to such reports, campus security and facilities issues, campus law enforcement, policies regarding 
illegal drugs and alcohol, and statistics on the occurrence of various criminal offenses. Prospective students may receive these reports by 
contacting the Admissions Office and asking for the Graduation Rates and/or Campus Security Reports. The Campus Security Crime Report 
is available on the Northland web site at www.northland.edu/studentlife/studenthandbook.html. Current students may receive the Graduation 
Rate Report by contacting the registrar's office. 

Equity in Athletics Disclosure Act 
The College has available to current students, prospective students, and the public, upon request, a report in compliance with federal 
regulations outlining athletic participation rates, financial support, and other information on men's and women's intercollegiate athletic 
programs at Northland. The Athletic Department has this report available on October 1 each year. 

Back to the top 

Student Responsibilities 

Conduct Code 
The Northland College Conduct Code is the official body of regulations governing the conduct of members of the College community. The 
Northland College Student Association developed it, and the Student Senate, Faculty Senate, and the College administration approved it. 
The procedures in the Conduct Code provide due process and encourage responsible choice and freedom for each campus citizen. It is a 
system of justice designed to meet the needs of all members of the campus community. All segments of the College community support its 
provisions, and amendments or changes in the document require review and approval by each of these segments. Copies of the Code are 
available to each residential student in the Residential Life Handbook, and it is included in the Student Handbook, which is accessible to all 
students on the Northland web site at www.northland.edu/studentlife. 

The regulations and policies outlined in the Code do not modify or replace local, state, or federal laws. Behavior in violation of such laws may 
subject the student to prosecution in the civil courts. The Northland College judicial system functions to hear cases of alleged violation of any 
portion of the Code. Consequences are assigned to those convicted of violations. 

The Code identifies consequences for various offenses, typically a monetary fine that increases with subsequent convictions. For major 
offenses or continued violations, the hearing officers have the power to expel students from Northland College under provisions of the Code. 

Northland College maintains specific regulations and policies on residence hall living, firearms storage and use, the operation of College 
organizations, drug abuse, and the possession of alcoholic beverages on campus. Violation of these policies and regulations may also be 
prosecuted through either the campus or civil courts. All cases are subject to the appeal to a higher board or authority. Northland College also 
reserves the power of pardon for any convicted member of the College community. 

Copies of all Northland College conduct policies are on file in the Office of Student Development. Clearly defined codes allow each student to 
understand what behavior constitutes unacceptable conduct in the College community. The regulations defined in the Northland College 
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Conduct Code and in the other official College policy statements allow each member of the College community to live and work productively 
within an orderly, rational environment. 

Drug Use and Abuse 
Because of the negative personal, social, medical, and psychological effects inherent in drug abuse, Northland College supports both federal 
and state laws regarding the possession, use, and sale of restricted drugs. College officials are expected to cooperate fully with law 
enforcement agencies seeking to control and eliminate the illegal use of such drugs and will make no effort to assist students in avoiding the 
legal penalties of arrest and conviction on charges of possession and/or use of restricted drugs. College officials will seek immediate 
expulsion from Northland College for students arrested in connection with the unlawful sale or distribution of such drugs, on the grounds that 
such persons constitute a clear and imminent threat to the College community. Northland College encourages students who may have 
become involved in drug or alcohol abuse to seek the assistance of health care practitioners or professional staff within the Office of Student 
Success and Student Development for confidential consultation. 

Firearms 
Handguns of any type, including pellet or BB guns, are not permitted on campus. Students wishing to bring rifles and shotguns suitable for 
hunting or target shooting onto the campus must register them with the Residential Life Office and store these firearms in a designated area. 
The specific regulations governing the storage and transportation of guns on campus is included in the Student Handbook on the Northland 
web site at www.northland.edu/studentlife. 

Traffic and Parking 
Students are allowed to have vehicles on campus, subject to the traffic and parking regulations of Northland College and the City of Ashland. 
The College administration reviews these regulations annually and revises them as necessary. 

Back to the top 
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