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Tips for Filing Appeals
Although there is no way to guarantee a successful appeal, 
there are some things you can do to make your case for an 
appeal stronger. Here are some suggestions:
 

Be sure to file your appeal with University Judiciaries 
within three business days of written notice of the 
decision. If you need more time, request an extension 
from the director of University Judiciaries before the 

three business days deadline.
 
Be as specific as possible and leave nothing to chance 
or interpretation. Keep in mind that the appeal board 
meets in closed session and that there will not be a 
chance to answer questions that the appeal board may 
have when considering the appeal.
 
For procedural defect, be sure to clearly identify the 
defect. Also, be sure to present how the defect was 
sufficiently substantial to have changed the outcome of 
the hearing in a significant manner.

 
For new evidence, make sure to show that if the 
evidence had been present during the original hearing, 
it would have changed the outcome of that hearing.
 
For inappropriate sanction, be sure to detail how the 
hearing authority clearly abused its discretion in 
imposing a sanction.
 
Include all information you believe is relevant. If you 
are unsure about whether to include something in your 
appeal, include it.

 
Get feedback. Have others read your appeal, get their 
opinions, and see if they understand the points you 
raise. You may wish to contact Student Defending 
Students at (740) 593-4045
 
Consult with staff in University Judiciaries. 
Remember, the university's commitment is for a fair 
process.  An appeal form can be obtained from the 
office of University Judiciaries.  

Statement on Sexual Assault
 
Sexual assault is defined as any attempted or actual 

unwanted sexual behavior. Sexual assault occurs along a 
continuum of intrusion and violation ranging from unwanted 
sexual comments to forced sexual intercourse. Sexual 
intrusions and violations of any degree are serious offenses 
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and compromise the integrity of the university community. 
All forms of sexual assault are violations of the A-4 (Mental 
or Bodily Harm to Others) provision of the Ohio University 
Student Code of Conduct. Students found in violation of this 
provision are subject to a range of disciplinary sanctions 
including disciplinary expulsion from Ohio University. In cases 
of sexual assault, both the accused student and the 
complainant have rights which are observed through the 
university judicial process. These rights are contained in their 
entirety in the Ohio University Student Code of Conduct.
 

Ohio University is committed to creating an environment free 
from the threat of sexual assault, while actively responding 
to the needs of those affected by sexual assault. Consistent 
with this commitment, Ohio University has created a sexual 
assault education and prevention program which serves as 
the primary source for information, advocacy, and referral. 
Through this program and other departments on campus, 
Ohio University provides educational workshops and 
materials, prevention programs, and advocacy. Students 
affected by sexual assault may also seek assistance through 
this program in negotiating housing and academic 

accommodations.

Members of the Ohio University community who have been 
sexually assaulted are strongly encouraged to talk with a 
counselor, report the assault to the Ohio University Police 
Department, and obtain medical assistance.
 
Counseling services are available for students through the 
Sexual Assault Education and Prevention Program and 
Counseling and Psychological Services. All services are free.
 
Survivors are advised to report the assault to the Ohio 

University Police Department as soon as possible after the 
incident. Thus, evidence which might otherwise be lost after 
time has elapsed can be collected. All reports of sexual 
assault are confidential. Reporting sexual assault to OUPD in 
no way compels an individual to pursue a specific course of 
action. However, reporting does enable an individual to be 
apprised of the medical, emotional, legal, and university 
judicial options for dealing with the assault.
 
Medical attention is important for two reasons:

Testing and/or medical treatment of sexually 
transmitted diseases, pregnancy, or physical injuries.
Evidence collection.

View our student sexual assault reporting protocol here.
 
Statement on Hate Motivated Offenses


