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catholicity statement

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seton Hall University holds a unique place among American
Catholic institutions of higher learning. Founded in 1856 by the
first Bishop of Newark, James Roosevelt Bayley, it is the oldest
Roman Catholic diocesan university in the country and one of the
largest. Bishop Bayley named Seton Hall after his aunt, Mother
Elizabeth Ann Seton, a pioneer in Catholic education and the first
American born saint.
 
The identity of Seton Hall continues to be founded upon Bishop
Bayley’s vision that it should be a Catholic, diocesan university.
This concept is supported by the charge given to all Catholic
universities by Pope John Paul II in a document entitled Ex Corde
Ecclesiae (“Born from the Heart of the Church”) that he wrote in
1990 on the character of Catholic universities. In that document, the
Pope called upon Catholic universities to retain a lively sense of
their Catholic identity and to fulfill their specific responsibilities to
the Church and to society.
 
The Catholic identity of Seton Hall needs to be expressed in
worship on campus, in public ceremonies, in the curriculum,
through policy decisions, in dormitory life, in counseling services,
in campus organizations, and so on. As a Catholic university, we
are dedicated to free and rigorous inquiry in pursuit of the truth, as
well as to the significant aid which such pursuit is afforded by the
perspectives of the Christian faith. As such, Seton Hall University
seeks to be a place where the encounter of faith and reason is
seriously promoted. This encounter is nurtured by the following
characteristics:
 
First, the Christian inspiration not only of individuals but also of
the entire university body marked by a community of life on
campus and beyond campus of mutual respect, service and care for
one another;
 
Second, the reflection in the light of Christian faith upon the
treasury of human knowledge that requires an openness to the
search for the truth on the part of students, faculty and
administration;
 
Third, as a natural expression of the Catholic identity of the
university, opportunities for learning about and deepening the
Christian faith through diffusion of the Christian message as it
comes to us through Church teaching and the liturgy.
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In our pursuit of the fullness of what is true, good and beautiful,
Seton Hall University welcomes men and women of all religious
traditions and beliefs, and also those who profess no religious
belief. All are invited to promote, or at least to respect, the
university’s clear Catholic identity. This identity necessarily
influences all university activities, while fully respecting the
freedom of conscience of each individual. Rooted in the
Judeo-Christian values of the freedom and dignity of every human
person created in the image and likeness of God, the goal of
Catholic mission and ministry at Seton Hall is to seek to incarnate
these values within and among us that will lead to the betterment of
the individual, our university community and the wider community
through mutual respect and service to each other.  


