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University of New York at Stony Brook's Shirley Strum Kenney did last 

fall-in defense of universities as centers of criticism, defense, and debate in 

democratic societies. My reply to those I have argued with about the limits 

of free speech in time of war is to say that patriotism in the United States 

involves the protection of our most valuable social resources. The critical 

space of the university is such a resource, and academic freedom is its 

protection. In the weeks and months to come this will be a theme that the 

AAUP will have to repeat loudly and clearly. 

ROBERT M. O'NEIL 

University of Virginia 

Although relatively few members of the academic profession these days 

can recall teaching during times of national or international crisis, the 

events of September 11 were bound to produce campus tensions, as indeed

they did. University teachers and scholars, often outspoken even in tranquil

times, were likely to express strong views, not only on the attacks 

themselves, but on U.S. foreign and economic policies, which some have 

faulted in seeking to understand how the United States became a victim of 

terrorism. As military strikes in Afghanistan escalated, student protest was 

also quite predictable. 

What seems surprising, some weeks after the attacks, is how relatively 

limited and cautious the response of the academic community has been. 

There were a handful of strident faculty comments, on both sides of the 

issue. They ranged from, at one extreme, a California community college 

teacher who allegedly called Muslim students in his class "terrorists" and 

"murderers" who had "killed five thousand people" to the University of New

Mexico historian who told his class on the day of the attack, "Anyone who 

can blow up the Pentagon has my vote." 

There were some potentially troubling comments at an early October 

teach-in from several City University of New York faculty, followed by a 

sharp critique from CUNY's chancellor, but a milder than expected 

response, several weeks later, from the board of trustees. Though Muslim 

students have undoubtedly felt uncomfortable at many campuses, and 

some Middle Eastern foreign students returned home after the attacks, 

student response has also been surprisingly muted, and peace protests few

in number and relatively small in size. 

Some observers blame or credit the modest degree of campus reaction to a

general stifling or suppression of academic speech. The head of the 

conservative Foundation for Individual Rights in Education, for example, 

had a simple explanation: "No matter the politics, speech and vigorous 

debate is verboten at college campuses." Without debating the entire issue,

such a theory badly misses the point about what has happened since 

September 11. 

In fact, some rather strong statements have been made, across the 

political spectrum, and apparently without reprisal of the sort one might 

have feared. That result reflects not only a degree of national consensus we

have not seen since Pearl Harbor, but also a measure of tolerance and 

flexibility on both sides. The New Mexico historian apologized profusely for 

his outburst, conceding that he was "a jerk" but insisting that the First 

Amendment protects his "right to be a jerk." Meanwhile, the vice chair of 

CUNY's board of trustees, Benno Schmidt, issued a dispassionate statement

befitting a First Amendment scholar and former Ivy League president. 
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to control-and such escalation could yet occur if conditions worsen 

substantially. Meanwhile, however, the relatively measured response from 

virtually all parts of the academic community should be reassuring. 

AHMAD DALLAL 

Associate Professor of History 

In the aftermath of the September 11 mass murders, many scholars of 

Islam and the Middle East were called upon to explain these tragic events 

and help the public understand their background. Yet the handful of 

commentators, mostly on university campuses, who dared to expand their 

search for an explanation beyond a sinister focus on terror and security 

came under vicious attacks and were accused of blaming the victims and 

rationalizing and justifying terrorism. 
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