
6/25/2020 Student Handbook

https://www.western.edu/book/export/html/24808 38/92

Media stand, metal book case, or night stand in which the total dimensions of each piece do not
exceed 80 inches. Total inches can be calculated by adding the longest width, the longest height,
and the longest depth together when fully extended (such as legs or sides).

XXI. Gambling
Gambling of any kind is not allowed in any campus locations.

XXII. Hall Sports Policy/Water Fights
All sports, running, and water games are prohibited within the dining and residence halls (including residents’
rooms and apartments). Riding bikes, rollerblading, and skateboarding are prohibited in all buildings and
breezeways. Failure to comply may result in conduct actions in addition to possible fines/charges for any
damages.

XXIII. Harassment
The University defines harassment as discriminatory, unwelcome conduct that is so severe, pervasive, and
objectively offensive that it so undermines and detracts from a student’s educational experience or creates a
hostile environment and essentially denies a student equal access to the University’s resources and
opportunities. Conduct over social media that rises to this level is prohibited. Harassment, as defined above, is
not protected by the First Amendment.

A. A true threat contain statements where the speaker means to communicate a serious expression of an
intent to commit an act of unlawful violence to a particular individual or group of individuals.

B. INTIMIDATION is a type of true threat, where a speaker directs a threat to a person or group of persons
with the intent of placing the victim in fear of bodily harm or death.

C. INCITEMENT refers to speech that will lead those who agree with it to commit immediate violence.
D. OBSCENITY: Obscene expression must depict or describe sexual conduct and must be limited to works

which, taken as a whole, appeal to the prurient interest in sex, which portray sexual conduct in a
patently offensive way, and which, taken as a whole, do not have serious literary, artistic, political or
scientific value.

XXIV. Hazing
Western has adapted the nationally-held best practice of understanding hazing to fall within three categories:
Subtle, Harassment, and Violent Hazing. These are defined below and are all prohibited (Adjudication for all
hazing will be considered a Level 4 violation and will be heard by a conduct panel).

Subtle Hazing: Behaviors that emphasize a power imbalance between new members and other members
of the group or community. This is termed “subtle hazing” because these types of hazing are often taken
for granted or accepted as “harmless” or meaningless. Subtle hazing typically involves activities or
attitudes that breach reasonable standards of mutual respect and place new members on the receiving
end of ridicule, embarrassment, and/or humiliation tactics.

Harassment Hazing: Behaviors that cause emotional anguish or physical discomfort in order to feel like
part of the group.


