
 
Introduction to the Student Conduct Code 

 
Morehead State University is committed to providing a supportive learning environment for our 
students.  MSU students are expected to reflect a commitment to obtaining an education, and meet 
the standards of conduct promulgated by federal, state, and local laws and University policies, rules, 
and regulations. 
 
Students, faculty, and staff constitute our University community. Membership carries with it the 
responsibility to abide by our community’s behavioral expectations and hold others accountable for 
their behavior. We expect our members to treat each other with integrity, dignity, and respect. While 
the University does not regard itself as the arbiter of morals, we do reserve the right to make 
members aware of the expectations of the larger society and the University community, and to take 
action when individual behavior fails to meet community standards. In order to maintain the 
educational process, each member of the University community, regardless of intent or 
circumstance, must be prepared to accept the consequences of their action. 
 
If you believe our expectations fail to reflect our community values or protect student rights, we 
encourage you to responsibly and respectfully work for constructive change through the appropriate 
university channels.  In many cases, the Dean of Students can assist students in understanding their 
options.   
 
 

Scope of Authority 
 
The Student Conduct Code applies to the behavior of students on University property or facilities 
owned, controlled, or being used by the University. Federal laws and the Kentucky Revised Statutes 
apply to students whether on or off the campus. Violations of law will be subject to the penalties 
imposed by law as well as the sanctions contained in this document.  
 
The Student Conduct Code applies to the behavior of students off campus when such behavior 
impairs University functioning, impacts another member of the University community, has a 
negative impact upon the reputation of the University, and/or endangers the University community. 
Misconduct may subject the violator to the provisions of law and the sanctions contained herein. 
 
Students are expected to abide by University policies, rules, and regulations published in official 
publications of the University including, but not limited to, the Undergraduate Catalog, the Graduate 
Catalog, University Administrative Regulations, and the Eagle Student Handbook. 
 

 
Student Rights and Responsibilities 

 
Students are guaranteed the rights of free speech and peaceful assembly.  Nothing contained in the 
University policies, rules, or regulations is intended to limit these freedoms. These rights must be 
exercised in a peaceful, reasonable, and orderly manner and will not violate the rights of any member 
of the University community. 
 

 



The Right to Academic Freedom and Individual Integrity 
 
Morehead State University maintains that the principles of academic freedom and free inquiry, 
freedom from discrimination, and freedom from abridgement of personal rights are fundamental to 
the conditions of higher education. No University rules shall interfere with the exercise of these 
rights. Academic freedom requires all persons to respect the rights and dignity of others and to 
acknowledge another’s right to different opinions. Freedom of inquiry, expression and intellectual 
honesty are also principles of academic freedom. 
 
 

The Right to Freedom of Speech 
 

Morehead State University ensures the right to free speech and expression, and encourages timely 
and rational discussion of topics whereby the ethical and intellectual development of students and 
general welfare of the public may be promoted. In all circumstances regarding free speech, the 
University reserves the right to regulate the time, place and manner. Organizations/individuals 
wishing to reserve spaces on campus may contact the Office of Conference and Event Services 
(783-2810). 
 
 

Downloading and File Sharing 
 
Technology plays a critical role within the University community. Faculty, staff, and students depend 
upon technology on a daily basis for personal and professional purposes. As a result, downloading 
and sharing materials has become commonplace within our society. Although there are legitimate 
reasons to download and/or share files, it is essential that members of the MSU community have a 
clear understanding of copyright requirements, regulations, guidelines, and laws before downloading 
or sharing any information (even if done so through a purchased commercial product). Individuals 
involved with illegally downloading or sharing of materials, whether intentionally or unintentionally, 
could be held accountable through disciplinary and/or legal action. 
 
 

Observance of Quiet Hours 
 
In keeping with the academic mission of the University, and to maintain an environment that is 
conducive to learning, quiet hours are in effect 24 hours a day. At no time should the volume of a 
stereo or other electronic sound amplification device disturb classroom instruction or the sleep or 
study of others in the residence halls. Moreover, sustained boisterous behavior in and around 
classroom buildings and residence halls, either by individuals or groups, is prohibited. Failure to 
observe such standards may result in facility access restrictions and/or denial of University housing 
privileges. Exceptions to these standards may be granted with prior approval by the Assistant Vice 
President for Student Affairs or the Dean of Students for programs and activities sponsored or 
coordinated by MSU. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Administrative Action in Student Conduct Matters 

 
Disciplinary action involving an individual or an identified student group may be administered by 
the Vice President for Student Affairs, the Dean of Students, or an approved designee. The student 
or student group retains the right of appeal. Decisions of a designee are subject to review by the 
Vice President for Student Affairs, the Dean of Students, or the Student Disciplinary Committee. 
Additionally, the Student Disciplinary Committee serves as the appellate body for student appeals 
not involving sexual misconduct.  
 
Disciplinary action involving sexual misconduct is administered by the MSU Title IX Coordinator 
and the Sexual Misconduct Hearing Board.  
 
 

Peremptory Suspension 
 
The Vice President for Student Affairs or the Dean of Students may peremptorily suspend a student 
in cases of flagrant or repeated violations of the Student Conduct Code, University policies, 
procedures or regulations, and/or federal, state, or civil law, especially when occurring under crisis 
or emergency circumstances. The Vice President for Student Affairs or the Dean of Students may 
also peremptorily suspend a student as a result of a single incident of behavior or conduct that is 
deemed extreme or dangerous to an individual (including self) or group. The student retains the 
right of a hearing as outlined in the Eagle Student Handbook. Under the terms of peremptory 
suspension a student may be asked to leave the campus immediately. 
 
 

Student Conduct Procedures 
 
Student may have charges brought against them by other students, faculty, staff, academic 
departments, or administrative offices of the University (i.e., Registrar, Library, Police Department, 
etc.). Charges must be in writing and filed with the Dean of Students. In cases where a department 
or office is bringing a charge against a student, the unit head will designate a representative who will 
file charges with the Dean of Students.  Detailed procedures are found in the “Student Conduct 
Procedures and Due Process”. 
 
 

Student Conduct Code 
 

The purpose of publishing the Student Conduct Code (SCC) is to give students general notice of 
expected and prohibited behavior. The code is not written with the specificity of a criminal statute, 
and similarities in vocabulary between criminal statues and the SCC are unintentional. Students 
found responsible for misconduct are subject to disciplinary sanctions as outlined in the section of 
the Student Conduct Procedures and Due Process, labeled Sanctions. 


