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Conduct and Social Regulations and 

Policies 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Wake Forest University endorses as a basic 

principle of University life the concept of 

responsible student freedom, which carries with 

it the recognition by each student of the rights 

and obligations of other members of the 

University community. 

The University encourages students to conduct 

themselves as mature men and women. All 

participants in University life must remember 

that, by the charter of the University, the Board 

of Trustees is ultimately responsible for the 

University and for its operation. 

Wake Forest also expects its students to abide by 

local, state, and federal laws, as well as by 

generally accepted moral standards. Although 

the University’s role is not to duplicate civil law 

enforcement or conduct action, it may exercise 

authority for reasons appropriate to its function 

as an educational institution. 

In keeping with its historic concern for students 

individually and corporately, Wake Forest has a 

legitimate interest in their welfare in and out of 

class, on campus and off. The University is 

concerned with student actions that are 

inconsistent with obligations to the educational 

community. When, in the opinion of the 

University, the conduct of a student at any place 

is reprehensible or detrimental to the best 

interests of that student, his or her fellow 

students, or the University, appropriate 

disciplinary action will be taken. 

The University is concerned with the conduct of 

students beyond the physical boundaries of the 

campus. For many reasons, including the 

inability to control all off-cam- pus behavior, it 

does not assume supervisory responsibility for 

off-campus activities. Nor does the University 

seek or support special treatment for its students 

who may be apprehended for violation of civil 

law. Although off campus events by University-

recognized student organizations are not 

registered with the University, all University 

students and student organizations are held 

accountable for their behavior on and off 

campus. It is an expectation that reason and 

responsibility characterize student conduct at all 

events. 

Frequently, students attend or participate in 

events sponsored by or hosted by student 

organizations at other colleges. Sometimes 

student groups co-sponsor events with groups at 

other colleges. Wake Forest students and groups 

must adhere to University policies and rules on 

such occasions. Where officials of another 

college or university notify Wake Forest of 

incidents giving rise to a claim of a Wake Forest 

honor code or social rule violation, the case will 

be processed through the Wake Forest system. 

Because of the proximity and the nature of the 

local relationships between Wake Forest, Salem 

College, and Winston-Salem State University, 

all three have established mutual arrangements 

which acknowledge and respect the integrity of 

each institution’s conduct system and student 

rights and responsibilities. Hence, when Wake 

Forest officials notify Salem College, N. C. 

School of the Arts, or Winston-Salem State 

University of potential violations on the Wake 

Forest campus or at events sponsored by Wake 

Forest groups, the case will be processed 

through the student’s home college system. The 

philosophy of Wake Forest concerning student 

freedom is summarized in the following: 

Wake Forest believes in individual freedom, not 

as a right but as a responsibility freedom to be 

and, more important, to become. Attendance at 

Wake Forest is a privilege, not a right. The 

University’s traditions and principles, accepted 

by each student in his or her voluntary 

registration, evolve from the core of this 

indivisible concept of freedom and 

responsibility. Therefore, it is assumed that the 

student who elects to come to Wake Forest does 
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so with the intent of being in fact and in spirit a 

cooperating member of this community. 

Although great responsibility rests on the 

student for his or her own conduct, the Board of 

Trustees has specifically charged the faculty and 

the administration with responsibility for 

prescribing requirements for the orderly 

behavior and government of undergraduate 

students. The faculty and administration, acting 

alone or in consultation with the Student 

Government, establish specific conduct 

regulations and provide for their enforcement. 

The University conduct system is jointly 

administered by the Office of the Dean of the 

College, the Office of the Dean of Students and 

the Judicial Council. University conduct 

information reflected in the Student Code of 

Conduct supersedes any references to student 

conduct and disciplinary matters that may be 

reflected in other publications. 

Personal Conduct. All members of the Wake 

Forest community strive to live in and promote 

an atmosphere that not only recognizes 

individuality, but also fosters collegiality, 

respect for the rights and privileges of others, 

and responsibility for individual and group 

actions. When these expectations are not met 

because of individual or group actions, it is the 

responsibility of the conduct system and/or the 

University to determine the nature and extent of 

infractions, and to seek fair, consistent, and 

equitable sanctions. 

Students should be mindful of the University’s 

expectations regarding their academic and social 

behaviors. The University will continue to 

discourage repeat violations by various means 

including imposition of additional sanctions for 

prior violations, loss of on-campus housing, 

suspension, or expulsion. 

With respect to repeated infractions of social or 

community responsibility involving alcohol, 

suspension from the University will be 

considered on the occasion of the second 

violation. 

 

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 

1. Policies and Prohibited Activities 

1. The Honor Code of Wake Forest. Wake 

Forest University is firmly committed to 

principles of honor and ethical conduct. A 

statement of the fundamental principles of the 

honor code appears on page 10 of the Student 

Handbook (“Honor System”). For conduct 

processes, see the sections “Hearing Procedures” 

and “Academic Misconduct” on page 16. 

2. Alcohol. Students are subject to all state and 

local regulations concerning the use of alcoholic 

beverages. Below is an outline of unacceptable 

alcohol-related behavior at Wake Forest. Each 

behavior may have varying consequences, as 

outlined in the Violations and Sanction 

Framework. 

(a.) Aiding and Abetting Underage Possession, 

Purchase, or Consumption. The assistance or 

encouragement of underage possession, 

purchase, or consumption of alcohol by another 

individual, regardless of age. 

(b.) Alcohol Misuse. Substance abuse, especially 

alcohol misuse, is a significant problem on 

university campuses nationwide. Wake Forest 

University is no exception. The University has 

established a community standard that alcohol 

misuse will not be tolerated. Refer to pages 39-

40 for a full definition of alcohol misuse. 

(c.) Driving While Impaired (DWI). Wake 

Forest University recognizes the material risks 

to which the impaired driver is exposing the 

community. Sanctions imposed for this offense 

are cumulative with sanctions imposed for other 

relevant offenses. A campus DWI charge does 

not exempt students from external legal action. 

(d.) Public Display. The possession and/or 

consumption of alcoholic beverages in any 

public or unregistered area on campus is 

prohibited. This includes classroom buildings, 

the Benson University Center, Reynolda Hall, 


