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Harassment 
“Harassment” is defined as conduct that is so severe, pervasive, and objectively 
offensive, and that so undermines and detracts from the victim’s educational 
experience, that the victim-student is effectively denied equal access to educational 
resources and opportunities. The presentation of any idea, regardless of the ideas’ 
nature or perceived value, may not be considered harassment unless it is accompanied 
with verbal threats, intimidation, or conduct as previous defined. Behaviors ad actions 
exhibited via electronic media, including email, text messaging, or social networking 
websites (e.g. Facebook or Twitter) may be in violation of the harassment policy if they 
meet the standard set forth above. 
 
Stalking 
Engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific individual that would cause a 
reasonable person to fear for the individual’s safety or the safety of others; or if the 
individual suffers substantial emotional distress. For the purposes of this definition 
“Course of conduct” means two or more acts, including, but not limited to, acts in which 
the stalker directly, indirectly, or through third parties, by any action, method, device, or 
means, including social media, follows, monitors, observes, surveils, threatens, or 
communicates to or about a person, or interferes with a person’s property.  
“Reasonable person” means a reasonable person under similar circumstances and with 
similar identities to the victim. “Substantial emotional distress” means significant 
mental suffering or anguish that may, but does not necessarily, require medical or other 
professional treatment or counseling. Common stalking acts include, but are not limited 
to, harassing, threatening or obscene phone calls, any written or electronic 
communication, following, vandalism of personal property, and/or leaving unwanted 
gifts or objects. 
 
Cyberstalking 
Transmitting communications to another person, or contacting another person, by 
electronic means through any computer or other electronic device, for the purpose of 
harassing that person. Harassing in this context means a knowing and willful course of 
conduct directed at a specific person which seriously alarms, annoys, or bothers the 
person, serves no legitimate purpose and would cause a reasonable person to suffer 
substantial emotional distress, or be in fear of bodily injury. Cyberstalking, or cyber 
harassment, is the use of any form of electronic media to post or send messages that 
may include false accusations, defamation, slander and libel.  
 
Privacy Violations 
Privacy violations such as video or audio taping in private space without permission, 
voyeurism, or watching others from a place of concealment are prohibited.  Examples of 
private space would include but are not limited to sleeping areas, bathrooms, and locker 
rooms.  Disseminating or threatening to disseminate sensitive personal material (e.g. 
photos, videos) by any means to any person or entity without consent is prohibited. 
 


