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unit coffee makers, toasters, and rice cookers are 
permitted if used on a non-combustible surface. 
Cooking is permitted only in designated residence-
hall areas and in apartment facilities.

Microwaves are permitted in VCU residence halls 
under the following conditions: Microwaves must be 
of a compact size, no more than 0.8 cubic feet and 
use a maximum of 750 watts. Only one microwave 
is allowed per student room, and no other cooking 
devices can be used. 

Refrigerators must be of a compact size, UL-
approved and must meet the following specifications, 
which can be obtained from the data plate: 120 
volts AC, 60 hertz with a maximum running current 
of 2.0 amps (240 watts). The power cord must be 
grounded and not exceed a length of six feet. Only 
one 4.2-cubic-foot refrigerator is allowed per room. 
Refrigerators may not be stored in closets or other 
areas not providing adequate ventilation. 

Damage Assessments Policy & Vandalism
Residents are responsible for any and all damage 
to their assigned room, apartment or suite and will 
be assessed by the University for the Cost of the 
repair or replacement. Damage to common living 
areas such as hallways, lounges and bathrooms will 
be divided equally among the residents assigned 
to that living area unless the individual responsible 
for the damage can be identified. Students should 
fill out a room-condition report in cooperation with 
their RAs upon check-in. Any damage or needed 

repairs should be indicated on the form to avoid a 
charge when checking out.

Vandalism and destruction of university or 
residence-hall property or the destruction of 
personal property of others is prohibited. Students 
found in violation of this policy may have to make 
restitution to the appropriate parties in addition to 
other student conduct sanctions. Graffiti likewise 
is prohibited and will be considered vandalism 
and referred to the VCU Police and the Office of 
Student Conduct & Academic Integrity for action 
through university Student Code of Conduct. 
Residents should be aware that they may be billed 
either individually or as a group for excessive 
damage to their living and/or common space. 

Decorating Your Room  
While you may decorate the inside of your room 
to suit your tastes, the outside of your door and 
window are considered available to public view. The 
University will not allow the posting of items inside 
and outside of the room that are deemed to be 
racist, sexist, indecent, scandalous, illegal, inciting, 
or in any way oppressive in nature. 

Windows and the exterior of student room doors 
are both part of a building that complements the 
total campus ambience. Residential Life & Housing 
policy prohibits anything from being attached, hung 
or displayed by any means on the inside/outside of 
residence halls. The use of neon signs in residence 
hall windows is prohibited.
   
The exterior of student room doors provides a forum 
for personal expression via the message boards. 
The inside of a student’s room provides a forum for 
personal preferences and expression provided that 
expression does not violate the University Student 
Code of Conduct. The residence life staff reserves 
the right to ask a student to remove any material 
incompatible with the Residence Hall philosophy, 
mission and values. 

The following decorative items are prohibited: 
candles for burning or for decoration, incense 
and incense burners, fishnets, parachutes and 
large wall or ceiling coverings; electric blankets 
and halogen lamps/lights; plug in air fresheners; 


