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If a resident determines that they require a battery 
for their smoke detector, replacement 9 volt 
batteries will be installed by maintenance upon 
submitting a residence hall work order form, which 
can be filled out online at quikfm.vcu.edu. 

The state fire marshal will make periodic 
inspections throughout the year. Violations of state 
code will result in the confiscation of prohibited 
items, conduct action and a fine. Approved 
decorative items may not be used in, on or around 
lighting, sprinkler heads, conduit lines, pipes or 
electrical fixtures. Only UL approved lights may be 
used as decorations. No items can be closer than 
18 inches to the ceiling/sprinkler heads.

If prohibited items are found in the residence halls, 
the items will be confiscated until the end of the 
contract term as possession of these items in 
the residence halls are violations of the Virginia 
Statewide Fire prevention Code. Violation of the 
fire safety equipment policy may result in contract 
cancellation from the residence halls and action 
through the university’s Student Code of Conduct.

Gathering/Parties
Each residence hall area has specific guidelines 
regarding gatherings and parties within student 
rooms and common areas. All residence halls 
must comply with state and federal laws. The 
number of guests is limited according to fire code 
regulations. Residents should contact their area 
office for specific guidelines and responsibilities 
before planning any event.

Hall Sports Policy
Athletic activities are prohibited in and around 
residence halls including courtyard areas. 
Propelling objects including but not limited to 
footballs, softballs, baseballs, Frisbees and 
snowballs in and around residence halls and 
courtyards is prohibited. Additionally, throwing 
objects at cars (including snowballs) is a violation 
of residence-hall policy and state law.

Hover-boards, pools, hot tubs, water balloons 
and the use of water guns, pistols or tanks are 
prohibited in the residence halls. Skateboarding, 
bicycling, roller skating and rollerblading are 

prohibited in residence-hall lobbies, rooms, 
lounges, public areas, hallways, courtyards and 
other designated areas.

Harassment, Intimidation, Threats,  
Assault or Use of Force
Residential Life & Housing prohibits any person, 
either singly or in concert with others, from willfully 
causing injury to another, willfully threatening the 
well-being of another, verbally abusing others and/
or intimidating others (including university officials 
and student staff acting in accordance with their 
duties) regardless of who initiates these actions. 
This includes all threats in person, nuisance and/
or prank calls, via white boards, via third party, 
via telephone, letters, emails, instant messages, 
text, Twitter, Facebook, Tumblr, Instagram or any 
other means. Further, this includes any action that 
may fall under VCU’s Student Sexual Misconduct 
Policy.

Knowingly Present
In cases where specific behavior is not identified, 
residents and guests are expected to conduct 
themselves with courtesy and respect to 
individuals and the community. Students also are 
responsible for notifying the proper authorities if 
they observe or have knowledge of other students 
violating these expectations and regulations. 
Students should not passively remain in the 
presence of policy violations.

No Contact Order
A no contact order might be issued for disruptive 
or abusive behavior conducted by a resident or 
their guest. The no contact order will be issued 
by the Department of Residential Life & Housing 
staff or other university official. A no contact order 
places no blame on involved individuals at the time 
it is issued. It seeks to prevent any future disputes 
from occurring while an incident is investigated by 
university staff. When a no contact order is issued 
it includes contact in person, via third party (i.e. 
friends, relatives, other residents), via telephone, 
letters, email, Facebook, instant messages, or any 
other means. A no contact order can only be lifted 
by the Senior Associate Director of Residential 
Life or a designee.


