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of time may be removed and discarded by 
Residential Life and Housing staff

• Hallways and stairways must remain unobstructed
• Items must not be left in hallways and stairways 

to ensure a clear path for exit in the event of 
emergencies

• Bikes are not permitted to be placed or stored 
within hallways, lounges, or stairways

 
Cooking & Electrical Appliances
The use of cooking appliances in student bedrooms 
is prohibited. Items that require an open flame 
to operate or that produce heat are prohibited. 
Possession of any of these items in the residence 
halls is in violation of the Virginia Statewide Fire 
Prevention Code. Prohibited or illegal items may be 
confiscated at the discretion of the department.

Microwaves are permitted in VCU residence 
halls under the following conditions: Microwaves 
must be of a compact size, UL-approved, no 
more than 0.8 cubic feet and use a maximum of 
750 watts. Only one microwave is allowed per 
student room. Refrigerators must be of a compact 
size, UL-approved and must meet the following 
specifications, which can be obtained from the 
data plate: 120 volts AC, 60 hertz with a maximum 
running current of 2.0 amps (240 watts). The power 
cord must be grounded and not exceed a length 
of six feet. Only one 4.2-cubic-foot refrigerator is 
allowed per room. Refrigerators may not be stored 
in closets or other areas not providing adequate 
ventilation. Microwaves and refrigerators must 
be plugged directly into the wall outlet, because 
these appliances can commonly overload a surge 
protector. 

The following cooking appliances are only permitted 
in Ackell, Broad & Belvidere, Cary & Belvidere, 
Grace & Broad, West Grace North and West 
Grace South: Crockpots, Instapots and pressure 
cookers; Rice cookers; Toasters or toaster ovens. 
Please refer to the Prohibited Items List for 
additional information concerning which cooking 
and electrical devices are not allowed in the 
residence halls.

Decorations
Please refer to the Prohibited Items List to ensure 
residence hall policies are not violated when 
furnishing a residence hall room. 

Excessive decorations on room walls can be 
hazardous. In accordance with State Fire Marshall 
restrictions, Residential Life and Housing prohibits 
covering more than 50% of a residence hall room 
wall. Approved decorative items may not be used 
in, on or within 18 inches of the ceiling, lighting, 
sprinkler heads, conduit lines, pipes or electrical 
fixtures. Wall hangings, tapestries, blankets, 
banners, and other decorative materials suspended 
from walls or other vertical surfaces must be flame 
resistant or noncombustible. Residential Life & 
Housing prohibits hanging any item in a window 
except for curtains or drapes with a manufacturer’s 
tag stating that they are made of flame resistant 
materials.

The hallway side of the room or suite door may not 
be decorated. Only a small message/memo board, 
not exceeding 200 square inches, may be placed 
on this side of the door. Both the room number and 
the nametag created by the RA must remain visible.

VCU is committed to creating and supporting a 
safe and welcoming campus community for all 
students, faculty and staff. We work continuously 
to create an open environment with meaningful 
opportunities to learn and engage. At VCU it is the 
responsibility of every member of the community 
to foster an environment of respect, openness and 
understanding. VCU is dedicated to creating and 
promoting an environment free from racism, sexism, 
ageism, heterosexism, homophobia, ableism, and 
xenophobia.
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The University encourages residents to consider 
that any messages or items posted or displayed 
in residence hall space communicate directly with 
neighboring residents, hall mates, and staff who 
pass. Residents may not post materials that are in 
violation of applicable university policies, or state 
or federal law. To support a safe and welcoming 
residential community, Residential Life and Housing 
staff, in consultation with the university Bias 
Response Team, will provide support for members 
of the community that have been impacted by 
messages in the residence halls, including through 
voluntary opportunities for educational programs or 
mediation, as appropriate.
 
Furniture Misappropriation
Students may not remove university equipment or 
furniture from its assigned room, suite, lounge or 
other area within a residence hall. Unauthorized 
removal of furniture within a building or from 
one building to another will be considered 
misappropriation, and a charge may be incurred.

Guests: Residential Access
Any resident of a VCU residence hall may enter any 
other open VCU residence hall as a guest during 
the period when the resident is checked in to their 
own housing assignment by swiping their VCU ID 
at the entrance to the hall they are visiting, which 
logs their guest visit. While a resident may visit 
another residence hall without signing in or meeting 
their host at the entrance, a resident of the hall must 
host the visit according to the general requirements 
for all guests.

Residents of Ackell, Broad & Belvidere, Grace & 
Broad, West Grace North, and West Grace South
• Will be granted access to Ackell, Broad & 

Belvidere, Grace & Broad, West Grace North, 
and West Grace South when they check into 
their building.

• Will be granted access to Brandt, Cabaniss, 
Honors, Johnson, Rhoads, Cary & Belvidere, 
Gladding Residence Center and Gladding 
Residence Center III on Aug. 20, 2018. 

*Access to buildings that close over breaks will be 
removed during the break periods.

Residents of Cary & Belvidere, Gladding Residence 
Center and Gladding Residence Center III
• Will be granted access to Ackell, Broad & 

Belvidere, Grace & Broad, West Grace North, 
and West Grace South on Aug. 20, 2018.

• Will be granted access to Brandt, Cabaniss, 
Honors, Johnson, Rhoads, Cary & Belvidere, 
Gladding Residence Center and Gladding 
Residence Center III on when they check into 
their building.

*Access to buildings that close over breaks will be 
removed during the break periods.

Residents of Brandt, Cabaniss, Honors, Johnson 
and Rhoads
• Will be granted access to Ackell, Broad & 

Belvidere, Grace & Broad, West Grace North, 
and West Grace South on Aug. 20, 2018.

• Will be granted access to Brandt, Cabaniss, 
Honors, Johnson, Rhoads, Cary & Belvidere, 
Gladding Residence Center and Gladding 
Residence Center III on when they check into 
their building. 

*Access to all buildings will be removed during the 
break periods.

For all Residents 
Access to all buildings will be deactivated when 
a resident checks out of their VCU on-campus 
residence hall assignment.


