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Campus Climate Intervention Team

Intolerance and bigotry on college and university campuses continues to be a matter of great

concern. As President, I reject and condemn these acts and call upon our entire University to do

the same. We are a community of scholars dedicated to the exploration of knowledge and the

pursuit of truth. There is no place here for destructive forces such as racism, sexism, homophobia,

and anti-Semitism. I ask all of you to join me in our effort to make West Chester University a

community that embraces diversity. To be less is unacceptable.

Dr. Greg Weisenstein 

President, West Chester University

The Campus Climate Intervention Team (CCIT) was established in the fall of 1991 to foster an

institution-wide climate free from acts of intolerance and to establish protocol for responding to

and monitoring acts of intolerance should they occur.

Acts of intolerance are behaviors that are threatening, intimidating, or offensive and are motivated

by bias toward a person or group of people based on their gender, race, color, religion, national

origin, and/or sexual orientation. Unfortunately, we do have some reported incidents each year.

It's also likely that a few more are not reported. While we don't have many, we are determined to

eliminate every act of intolerance that we can. To do that, we need the help of every person on this

campus, including students, faculty, and staff.

The University provides support, including counseling, if necessary, and help in coping with any

problems that result. Members of the CCIT can also eliminate the red tape that often frustrates

victims.

Alleged perpetrators involved in the act of intolerance or intimidation may be adjudicated

according to the University's Student Code of Conduct and may be subject to disciplinary action, if

found guilty of violating the Code of Conduct, ranging from a disciplinary reprimand to suspension

and expulsion from the University.

Moreover, Pennsylvania has an Ethnic Intimidation Act and an Institutional Vandalism Act. The

Ethnic Intimidation Act provides for criminal liability when certain crimes are committed with

malicious intention toward the race, color, religion, or national origin of an individual or group, a

charge can be added to that of the original crime. This means the person found guilty of a violation

of the Ethnic Intimidation Act can also face criminal penalties that can include fines or even

possibly a term of incarceration.

A Message from the President

About The Campus Climate Intervention Team

FAQs
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The CCIT welcomes your suggestions. Please contact the Office of the Executive Deputy to the

President at ext. 3111 or the Office of Social Equity at ext. 2433.

Published by West Chester University, Office of Social Equity. Revised Spring 2015.

What do I do if I think an act of intolerance has been committed?

How will the Office of Residence Life and Housing Services respond to an on-

campus housing INCIDENT?



What can I do to help prevent these kinds of things from happening?

What does the CCIT do?

Who is on the CCIT?

Do you have any suggestions?
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