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I.  Academics Preamble
It is the intent of the College to develop in its students the capacity for critical 
judgment and to encourage the independent and sustained search for truth. As 
an indispensable condition for this search, it is the policy of the College to secure 
and to respect freedom to teach and freedom to learn in the classroom and the 
laboratory and the extracurricular opportunities provided to the students. The College 
also expects each member of the College community to respect the right of other 
members to teach and to learn.

 A.  Admission to Harvey Mudd College 
The primary criterion for admission to Harvey Mudd College is demonstrated 
intellectual accomplishment offering evidence of suitability for the work of the 
College. Because students learn from each other, consideration is given as 
well to a variety of backgrounds and interests in the selection of candidates for 
admission. The College shall not discriminate against applicants for admission 
on grounds of race, color, religion, national origin, ethnic origin, ancestry, 
citizenship, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, age, 
physical or mental disability, medical condition, genetic characteristics, veteran 
status or any other characteristic/status protected by applicable laws.

 B.  Freedom of Classroom Expression and Academic Evaluation 
The professor in the classroom and in conferences shall encourage free 
discussion, inquiry and expression. It is essential that freedom be maintained 
with respect to political, religious or controversial opinions, but each faculty 
member may establish certain standards of academic conduct when they 
are related to a course. It is the responsibility of the instructor to explain and 
clarify such standards at the beginning of any course. Student grades shall be 
determined solely on academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters 
unrelated to academic standards.
 1.  Protection of Freedom of Expression 

Students shall be free to take reasonable exception to the data or view 
offered in any course of study, but they are responsible for learning the 
content of any course for which they are enrolled.

 2.  Protection Against Improper Academic Evaluation 
Students shall be protected against prejudiced, capricious or otherwise 
unreasonable academic evaluation or academic standards by the right of 
direct appeal to the Scholarly Standing Committee (SSC) of the faculty. 
At the same time, students are responsible for maintaining standards of 
academic performance established for each course in which they are 
enrolled.

C. Release of Information About Students
  1.  Confidential Information 

Information about a student gained in confidence, or in an advising 
or counseling situation, by faculty or staff shall be kept in confidence; 
such information shall be released only with the express consent of the 
student unless compelled by law.

2.  Information Not Gained in Confidence 
Information not gained in confidence, including opinions of character 
and ability, may be provided as dictated by the judgment of the faculty or 
staff member.
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