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PART G.  
College Regulations 
I. THE PURPOSE AND NATURE OF  
THE REGULATIONS 
Vassar College regulations protect the rights, interests, and safet y of the college com-
munit y. They cover all areas deemed essential to maintaining an environment con-
ducive to carrying out the educational goals of the college. Within the framework 
established in these regulations, the individual is as free as possible to conduct her 
or his own academic and nonacademic life. However, the privilege of making inde-
pendent decisions involves the acceptance of responsibilit y should such choices vio-
late the regulations. Therefore, the college expects students, facult y, administrators,  
staff, and other employees to uphold its standards of personal and social conduct 
at all times when they are associated with Vassar, and assumes that individual deci-
sions will be accompanied by careful consideration of the standards maintained by  
the communit y. 

The following statement, adopted by the facult y at its meeting of February 25, 1987, 
articulates the fundamental principle of civil discourse that underpins these regulations: 

Statement on Civility and Responsibility in an Academic 
Community 
Vassar College is dedicated to freedom of inquiry in the pursuit of truth, and is vigilant 
in defending the right of individuals to free speech. The college, however, is also a com-
munit y dedicated to the cultivation of an atmosphere in which all of its members may 
live and work free from intolerance, disrespect, or harassment. The college, therefore, 
defends free speech and also embraces the principle of civil discourse. In this regard, 
members of the college communit y accept constraints, similar to those of parliamen-
tary debate, against personal attacks or courts of law against the use of inf lammatory 
language. Under the rule of civilit y, individuals within the communit y are expected to 
behave reasonably, use speech responsibly, and respect the rights of others. Genuine 
freedom of mind is not possible in the absence of civilit y. 

As a private institution, Vassar is a voluntary association of persons invited to member-
ship on the understanding that they will respect the principles by which it is governed. 
Because Vassar is a residential college, and because it seeks diversit y in its membership, 
individuals have a particular obligation beyond that of societ y at large to exercise self-
restraint, tolerance for difference, and regard for the rights and sensitivities of others. 
When individuals violate their obligation to the communit y, such as through the deni-
gration of groups within the college, it is not simply a matter for those particular groups, 
but it offends the sensibilities of the entire communit y. The strength and health of the 
college rests on the affirmation by all of its members of these principles of freedom with 
responsibilit y and respect for others. 
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The following rights and expectations apply to all Vassar students: 

You have the right to freedom of inquiry, and you are expected to know and adhere to the 
standards of academic integrit y. 

You have the right to freedom of expression, and you are expected to exercise regard for 
the rights and sensitivities of others. 

You have the right to freedom of discussion, and you are expected to respect diverse 
opinions. 

You have the right to freedom of action, and you are expected to obey all local, state, and 
federal laws and to accept responsibilit y for any actions in which you may be involved 
which are injurious to the welfare or propert y of the college or of other members of the 
college communit y. 

You have the right to privacy of your personal life, propert y, and records subject to the 
provisions of law and to the duties of facult y members and academic and administrative 
officers of the college as defined by college policies. 

You have the right to participate in the establishment of college policies directly affecting 
your interests through student government and representation on college committees, 
and you are expected to exercise informed opinion and sound critical judgment and to 
bear in mind that your actions have a broad effect on the interests of the college. 

For further information regarding your rights when found in violation of college regula-
tions, please refer to the section on Students’ Bill of Rights. 

II. PUBLIC LAW 
Vassar College cannot and will not give members of its communit y protection from the 
consequences of violations of federal, state, and local laws. The college has certain legal 
obligations when a student or employee violates local, state, or federal law, and for this 
reason reserves the right to impose sanctions on any member of the college communit y 
(student, administrator, staff, or facult y) who is in violation of the law. These sanctions 
may be carried out prior to, simultaneously with, or following legal proceedings off cam-
pus at the discretion of the college, and can include but are not limited to expulsion from 
school or termination of employment and referral to the authorities for prosecution. The 
college reserves the right to contact law enforcement. Vassar College Securit y will con-
fiscate, and not return, any item that is used as part of any violation of these regulations. 


