
                
                

              
  

         
           

          
 

         
        

             
           

             
            

           
          

 

          
             

           
           
             

 

          
           

 

        
             

               
              

            
 

          
 

            
             

 

  

          
             

               
              

          

 

All postings must have a group or sponsor identified. Failure to do so may result in 
removal of the posted material. If you are seeking to post in relation to a campus 
protest and/or demonstration in an approved location, please reach out to the Dean of 
Students Office to discuss prior approval. 

6.2.a. Appropriate Posting Materials: Students are expected to use 
only appropriate posting materials that will not cause damage (see 
section 9.8. and/or the Department of Student Activities with regard to non-
residential spaces). 

6.2.b. Chalking: Students who engage in chalking must observe the 
distinction between advertising events and vandalism. Only sidewalks— 
which does not include patios and steps to a building—may be chalked. 
Chalking on buildings and on personal or University property (e.g., buildings, 
cars, bus shelters, signs) is not permitted. Chalking is also not permitted in 
areas where it cannot be washed away by rainfall. The Department of 
Student Activities reserves the right to authorize the removal of chalked 
messages if they are considered inappropriate, use profane illustrations or 
language, or are not in a permitted area. 

6.3. Respect for Personal Property: Respect, maintain, and care for property 
belonging to others. Vandalism, littering, theft or attempted theft of, destruction of or 
damage to, and unauthorized possession or inappropriate use of property (including 
intellectual property) belonging to the University, a member of the University 
community, or any other individual or entity is unacceptable. This section also applies 
to the grounds, and to personal and public property that surrounds the campus. 

6.4. Library Materials: Respect, maintain, and care for library materials and 
other academic materials or equipment. Destruction, mutilation, or defacement of or 
tampering with any of the above is unacceptable. 

6.5. Appropriate Access to Property: Observe University guidelines and 
policies regarding access to or occupancy or use of University property and facilities 
and the University’s name, seal, or logo (see sections 9., 12., and 15.). Storage closets 
and utility rooms in any University building, and the roof areas of any University 
building, may not be accessed by students without explicit permission.

6.6. Appropriate Hours and Areas of Access: Access University buildings and 
facilities during posted hours and in authorized areas only (see section 9.14.n.). 

6.7. Respect for Campus Flora and Fauna: Respect and preserve the plant and 
animal life found on the campus. Mistreatment of animals, trees, or plantings is 
unacceptable. 

Section 7. Campus Protests and Demonstrations

Protests and Demonstrations — Time, Place, and Manner: The University 
community is one of inquiry and persuasion. The University has a responsibility not 
only to promote a lively and fearless freedom of debate and deliberation, but also to 
protect that freedom when others attempt to restrict it. A member of the University 
community may protest, rally, or demonstrate, provided such protests or 
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demonstrations do not disrupt University operations or obstruct physical movement 
to, from, or within any place on the campus, including University property located off 
the main campus. Though the campus must be open to the free exchange of ideas, the 
University may limit the time, place, and manner of demonstrations. All members of 
the community are expected to conduct dialogues with dignity and courtesy. Students 
must allow other community members freedom of movement on campus, along with 
the freedom to engage in the performance of their duties and the pursuit of their 
educational activities (see section 12.). Public Safety may review and address any 
safety concerns occurring during a protest or demonstration. Please review Appendix 
H. Principles of Free Speech and Freedom of Expression.

Academic Freedom: Brandeis University adheres to the principles and traditions of 
academic freedom, and recognizes that these freedoms must be in balance with the 
rights of others, including the right of individuals not to be subjected to discrimination 
or harassment. It is understood that the principles of academic freedom permit topics 
of all types to be part of courses, lectures, and other academic pursuits. Materials that 
are used or displayed in an educational setting should be related to educational 
purposes. 

7.1. Advance Notice: The DOSO must, with as much notice as possible, be 
notified in writing in advance of any planned demonstrations, and may instruct 
organizers regarding the guidelines for such activity. In asking groups and individuals 
to seek prior approval for schedule and location, the University’s goal is not to restrict 
free speech or peaceable assembly. Rather, it is to give the University the opportunity 
to provide space that accommodates the reasonable needs of both the University 
community and those engaged in acts of speech or protest. See section 6.2 to review 
the University’s posting policies. 

7.2. Interference with University Functions: A protest, rally, or demonstration 
must not interfere with the missions, processes, procedures, or functions of the 
University (see section 2.3.). Therefore, protesters must allow the staff and faculty of 
the University to engage in the performance of their duties, and students to pursue 
their educational activities. Impeding or restricting these activities by making noise, 
by blocking entrances to or exits from University facilities, or by coercion, 
intimidation, or threats or use of violence is unacceptable (see section 2.4.). Proper 
means of egress must be maintained at all times. 

7.3. Use of Public Space for Demonstrations: An activity that is neither 
disruptive nor obstructive is permitted in public areas of campus buildings only 
during those hours when the building in question is normally open. An activity that is 
neither disruptive nor obstructive is permitted in outdoor areas of the campus. 
Placement on University property of structures or displays requires permission of the 
DOS. 

7.4. Occupancy Limits: The number of persons who may be safely 
accommodated in any area where demonstrations occur shall be determined by the 
Waltham Deputy Chief for Fire Prevention. Occupancy information is available from 
the Department of Public Safety and Conference and Events Services. 

7.5. Official Order to Vacate: Students are expected and required to vacate an 
area or facility of the University when directed to do so by an authorized official of the 
University (see section 2.1.). 
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7.6. Disruption of scheduled speakers or events: Brandeis maintains a high 
tolerance for protest, but disruptions that prevent a planned event from continuing 
are not permissible. Students who disrupt in a way that interferes with the ability of 
an event to continue as planned will be warned and then asked to leave. If such 
disruptions do not cease, Brandeis students who do not comply with requests to 
leave face disciplinary consequences. 

Note: Some language in this policy was originally crafted and published by Princeton 
University. 

Section 8. Fire and Life Safety

Safety Vigilance: The safety of all community members and guests is of the highest 
importance at Brandeis. University facilities are designed and equipped with 
mechanisms, apparatuses, and features intended to suppress smoke and fire. These 
physical safeguards must be respected and protected to ensure their proper function. 
Students and their guests are expected to be aware of, and immediately report, 
behavior that could increase the risk of danger to life or safety. 

8.1. Combustion of Property: Refrain from behavior that leads to the 
intentional or unintentional combustion of personal, communal, or University 
property. 

8.2. Fire Alarms: Students are expected to vacate a building during a fire alarm, 
whether during a drill or in an actual emergency. When an alarm sounds, all 
individuals must vacate the building (see sections 2.1. and 7.4.). Students may not 
return until instructed to do so by a University official. Periodic, unannounced fire 
drills will be conducted in the residence halls during the academic year. Students who 
set off a fire alarm due to negligence and/or tampering with the equipment may be 
billed for the fees associated with resetting the alarm. 

8.3. Cooking Equipment: With the exception of microwave ovens, cooking 
equipment of any kind is not allowed in individual student rooms or lounges. This 
includes hot plates, toaster ovens, indoor grills, hot pots, immersion heaters, or any 
item with open coils. 

8.4. Candles and Incense: Candles and incense are prohibited in the residence 
halls. Students wishing to light candles for religious reasons must register their 
intention with the Department of Community Living. Religious candles must be 
handled according to the document “Safety Procedures for Lighting Religious 
Candles,” available at the Department of Community Living website. Decorative 
and/or scented candles are permitted if the wicks are removed. Students found 
responsible for candles or incense may be assessed a fine of up to $150.00 per 
involved student. Fines may escalate with multiple offenses. 

8.5. Tampering with Safety Equipment: Tampering with fire or safety 
equipment, including the covering or removal of smoke detectors, creates a significant 
threat to everyone in the building and is strictly prohibited, as is hanging items from 
sprinkler pipes and heads. Students found responsible for covering, removing, or 
tampering with smoke detectors may be assessed a fine of up to $150.00 per involved 
student per occurrence, in addition to being subject to Residence Probation or other 
actions, including temporary or permanent removal from University-owned housing. 
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