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Student Rights and Regulations 
Preamble 
 

Clarion University of Pennsylvania exists for the transmission of knowledge, the pursuit of truth, the development of 
students, and the general well-being of society. Free inquiry and free expression are indispensable for the attainment 
of these goals. 
 
As members of the university community, students are encouraged to develop the capacity for critical judgment and 
to engage in a sustained and independent search for truth. Academic freedom is essential to this community of 
scholars. 
 
Students and recognized organizations are cautioned that any material posted on the Internet, including social 
networking sites and Internet blogs is not private or protected information.  You may be held accountable for content 
posted in this manner and information obtained from this source may be considered in cases of misconduct.  For 
complete information on the potential consequences of posting inappropriate content on an internet site, please visit 
www.clarion.edu/judicial. 
 
Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom.  The freedom to learn depends 
upon appropriate opportunities and conditions in the classroom, on the campus, and in the larger community. 
Students should exercise their freedom with responsibility.  The responsibility to secure and to respect general 
conditions conducive to the freedom to learn is shared by all members of the university community. 
 

Student Rights 
 

In the Classroom 
 

The professor in the classroom and in conference shall encourage free discussion, inquiry, and expression.  Student 
performance shall be evaluated solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to 
academic standards. 
 
Students shall be free to take reasonable exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve 
judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which 
they are enrolled. 
 
Information about student views, beliefs, and political associations which professors acquire in the course of their 
work as instructors, coaches, advisors, and counselors shall be considered confidential.  Judgments of ability and 
character may be provided with the knowledge and consent of the student. Students may protest improper disclosure. 
 

Education Complaint Process 
 

In compliance with 34 CFR 668.43(b) Code of Federal Regulation and U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) rules, 
an institution offering distance education must “provide its students or prospective students with contact information 
for filing complaints with its accreditor and with its State approval or licensing entity and any other relevant State 
official or agency that would appropriately handle a student’s complaint.”  
 
Clarion University of Pennsylvania encourages all current, former, and prospective students, regardless of their 
residency, to FIRST submit any grievances, complaints, or concerns directly to Clarion University as follows.  For 
complaints or concerns, 
 

1. Related to a particular class, students should follow the procedures and policies outlined in Clarion 
University’s undergraduate and graduate catalogs and the Rights, Regulations, and Procedures 
handbook.  The student should first discuss the problem with the faculty member who issued the grade. 
If not resolved to the student’s satisfaction, they should then discuss the matter with the appropriate 
department chairperson. 

 
2. Unrelated to a particular class, complete the Online Educational Complaint Form.  

 
3. If students feel the issue cannot be resolved by the university, the Pennsylvania State System of Higher 

Education or its accreditor, the Middle States Commission on Higher Education. 
 


