
Code of Student Conduct
Student Rights and Responsibilities

The University of South Alabama is a community of scholars in which the ideals of freedom 
of inquiry, freedom of thought, freedom of expression, and freedom of the individual are 
sustained. The University is committed to supporting the exercise of any right guaranteed to 
individuals by the Constitution and the Code of Alabama and to educating students relative to 
their responsibilities.

1. COVERAGE

The Code of Student Conduct is the University’s policy regarding non-academic discipline of 
students. Academic discipline is covered under the section of the Lowdown called “Student 
Academic Conduct Policy.”

2. RATIONALE

The primary purpose of the Code of Student Conduct is to protect and preserve a civil and safe 
educational environment. The University is not designed or equipped to rehabilitate students 
who will not abide by this code. The disciplinary actions prescribed are meant to protect and 
preserve a quality educational environment, and if students, by their behavior, threaten that 
environment, it may be necessary to remove them from the community as provided in this 
code.

3. INTERPRETATION OF CODE

The University’s Code of Student Conduct is set forth in writing in order to give students a 
general notice of non-academic prohibited conduct. The Code should be read broadly and is not 
designed to define non- academic misconduct in exhaustive terms.

4. INHERENT AUTHORITY

The University reserves the right to take necessary and appropriate action to protect the 
safety and well- being of the campus community and the students’ physical and emotional 
safety and well-being; therefore, the University does reserve the right to suspend students on 
an interim basis pending an investigation pursuant to this Code of Student Conduct.

Revocation of conferred degrees may be recommended to the Board of Trustees in instances 
where conferral of the degree preceded the determination of significant misconduct or 
academic fraud.

5. VIOLATION OF LAW AND OF THIS CODE

Students may be accountable to federal, state, or local authorities and to the University for 
acts that constitute violations of federal, state, or local laws or ordinances and of this Code. 
Those accused of violations are subject to the University disciplinary proceedings outlined 
in the Code even though similar proceedings of a criminal nature are pending, have been 
terminated, or not yet adjudicated in municipal, state or federal court. Such fact of other 
proceedings or pendency of same will not be an appropriate challenge to the disciplinary 
proceedings outlined in this Code.
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