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have been established. Residents may only vote at the start of each semester to increase guest hours, 
but may vote at any time during the semester to reduce guest hours.  

After the 12th class day of the fall semester, guest hours may be reduced or expanded within the 
following maximum times: 

• Sunday-Thursday: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 a.m. 
• Friday-Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 2:30 a.m 

During these times, residents may have guests from other floors, from other residence halls or from off-
campus as long as they are accompany their guest at all times (see Accompanying Guests).  

Opposite-sex guests are not permitted to visit a Prather or Littlefield residence hall common spaces or 
rooms at any time other than during designated guest hours.  

Same sex guests may be invited to be an overnight guest (see Overnight Guests). 

Residents who violate the restricted visitation policies for Prather and Littlefield are subject to 
disciplinary action and forfeiture of guest privileges. 

Housing Family Members from Evacuated Areas 
The University, in conjunction with the City of Austin and County resources, will implement an 
Emergency Operations Center to respond to the situation. The University residence halls will open their 
doors to family members of residents who live in areas most impacted by adverse weather conditions. 
Other accommodations will need to be made for family pets.  

• Family members will stay with the host resident (See Guest Policy). 
• The host resident must register family members at the residence hall desk (see 

Overnight Guest). 
• Family members should supply their own bedding materials. Limited supplies of 

mattresses are available from the Kinsolving, Jester West and San Jacinto Desk. 
• The host resident is responsible for accompanying their family members in the building, 

to bathrooms, etc. (see Accompanying Guests). 
• Keys and access will not be provided to family members. 
• Opposite-sex family members may stay with the host resident during this time. Existing same-

sex procedures apply to guests who are not immediate family members 
• Patience is the key to accommodating and helping out our friends and neighbors. 

Harassment 
Members of an educational community should adhere to standards of civility and good taste that reflect 
mutual respect. A respectful environment is free of harassment, violence and verbal abuse. It is the 
policy of the University to maintain an educational environment free from harassment and intimidation.  

In an effort to foster an environment free from harassment and intimidation, Residence Life is 
committed to responding appropriately to acts of racism, sexism, heterosexism, ageism, ableism and 
any other force that seeks to suppress another individual or group of individuals. When acts of 
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harassment or intimidation occur in the residence hall environment, the Residence Life staff, in 
conjunction with the Residence Hall Council, may lead a floor or hall meeting to discuss the incident and 
decide, as a community, appropriate steps that need to be taken to address the incident.  

Residents who are suspected to have engaged in harassment as defined in the Institutional Rules will be 
referred to the Dean of Students for possible disciplinary action. 

Incivility  
Students are expected to behave in a civil manner that is respectful of their community and does not 
disrupt academic or residential activity. Uncivil behaviors and language that interfere with the privacy, 
health, welfare, individuality, or safety of other persons are not permitted. 

Pranks 
Pranks are considered a serious offense to community living. Individual or group activities that result in 
disturbances or distress to others, or that cause damage or destruction to property, are prohibited. 
Using or attempting to use University property in a manner inconsistent with its designated purpose is 
also prohibited. Residents who participate in pranks are subject to disciplinary action. 

Quiet Hours 
Quiet hours are enforced in all University Housing and Dining spaces, including residence halls, lounges, 
and other spaces, from 10 p.m. to 9 a.m. The noise level during these hours should be such that if the 
room door is closed, a person walking down the hall could not hear anything. The use of headphones is 
strongly encouraged for music and video games. Beginning the week before final exams through the end 
of final exams, a 24-hour quiet period is expected. It is essential that residents' sleep and study needs 
are particularly respected during final exams.  

In order to create an environment where a student’s right to sleep and study is given priority, general 
courtesy hours are in effect at all times in all University Housing and Dining spaces. The noise level 
should be such that it does not interfere with the rights of others. Students are expected to respect the 
requests of others in regards to noise level and approach and respond to requests in a respectful and 
civil manner. 

Playing musical instruments is permitted within the living area, as long as it is not disturbing others. The 
same guidelines outlined quiet hours and courtesy hours apply to the playing of musical instruments.  

Students who continuously fail to maintain appropriate quiet hour standards may be reassigned to 
another area and may be subjected to disciplinary actions. Residents who violate quiet and courtesy 
hours are subject to disciplinary action. 

Sexual Assault 
It is the policy of the University to foster a campus environment free from intimidation and one in which 
students may be educated to their fullest potential. Therefore, the University will not tolerate physical 
abuse, threats of violence, physical assault, or any form of sexual assault. 
 
The University offers a wide range of services for students dealing with sexual assault or harassment, 
and students are encouraged to speak with appropriate officials and discuss available options. The UT 


