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The Residential Community: 
A Community of Similarities & Differences

As you get to know the other students in your community, you will probably become aware of a number of dif-
ferences. Some of these will be immediately apparent as you meet students of different races and nationalities. Other 
differences may become known over time as you learn more about each other: differences in socioeconomic status, 
political affiliation, religion, philosophy, lifestyle, physical ability and interests. At the same time, there is much that 
you share in common; you are all college students living together in a residential community. And, you probably share 
many of the same concerns about both your academic and social college life. One of the most exciting and challenging 
learning experiences you will have in college is this very experience of living with individuals who may be similar to 
you in some ways but different in others. This very diversity creates an enriching "laboratory of learning" right in your 
residential community. Although the experience of living and learning with those different from yourself is not always 
easy, your success in building relationships within this community will serve you well long after your time in college.

While you are here you can choose to remain open to the diversity around you by sharing yourself with others 
and learning about them as well. Even if you do not share another's perspective, you will have an opportunity to gain 
a clearer understanding of the basis for your differences and will be ultimately more able to accept others for who they 
are and what they believe. To close yourself to persons or ideas based on past information or experiences, or because 
you feel uncomfortable or awkward, robs you of one of the richest learning experiences available to you here. It is un-
derstandable that you will want, at times, to seek out and spend time with individuals who share a similar background, 
interests and/or lifestyle; but it is also desirable to stretch your personal boundaries and expand your knowledge and 
understanding by availing yourself of opportunities to interact with a variety of individuals.

What You Do Is Important

As a resident student you are expected to respect your fellow residents and should expect that you will be treated 
with respect and courtesy in return. Communication is critical in creating this community of mutual respect. Small 
misunderstandings and acts or comments which inadvertently cause hurt to someone else can continue to grow and 
escalate if they are not discussed so that there can be learning and understanding. Acts of bias are often the result of 
inexperience, lack of understanding or ignorance, and can often be prevented from recurring through gentle confron-
tation and honest communication.

However, unfortunately, there are certainly some comments and acts which are intentionally meant to hurt and 
demean. Residents often choose to confront such behaviors on their own; however, they are always encouraged to 
bring acts of bias to the attention of residence life staff, all of whom are prepared to provide assistance. Confronting 
a situation or mediating a conversation is often sufficient to prevent recurrences of biased comments or behaviors, 
but at times other measures are necessary. Residence life staff support the belief that respect for individual and group 
differences is an appropriate expectation to place on resident students and when individuals act in a manner which 
shows disregard for the feelings of others, staff are trained and expected to intervene. 

As a community member, YOU are encouraged to:
 * Set a positive example
 * Speak up against negative behavior
 * Offer support to victims of bias
 * Negotiate peaceful solutions to conflict
 * Inform staff of acts of bias and involve them in seeking a resolution
 * Give every member of the community the kind of respect that you want to receive from them


