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RULES GOVERNING RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES

Alcohol
The residential alcohol policy is governed by the Alcohol and Other Drugs policy as stated in the College Policies 

section in the Student Handbook. The College permits individual consumption and possession of alcoholic beverages 
by individuals who have attained 21 years-of-age and prohibits consumption and possession by persons under 21; this 
includes, but is not limited to, possession of empty alcohol containers. If, at any time, alcohol is found in a residence hall, 
room, suite or apartment, all individuals in the presence of alcohol (i.e., guests, visitors, residents, etc.) may be found in 
violation of this policy. Drinking contests/games and all other forms of excessive drinking are prohibited in residential 
facilities. Consumption from or possession of open containers of alcohol is prohibited in public areas of residential facili-
ties. Group consumption of alcohol in residential facilities may occur only at registered events as explained in campus 
guidelines. Refer to the Alcohol and Other Drugs policy of the Student Handbook for the complete policy description.

Appliances
The department’s policy on appliances reflects an effort to find a balance between the typical resident's use of their 

assigned room and the need for health and safety standards. Residence hall rooms are more than bedrooms; however, 
they are not appropriate for meal preparation. The appliances appropriate for use in resident rooms are those such as 
lamps, computers, hair dryers, compact refrigerators, televisions, stereos, etc. Appliances used for meal preparation (such 
as microwave ovens) which operate at cooking temperatures are prohibited because they compromise the health and 
safety of the residents of the building. Residence hall residents may not possess any food-preparation appliances except 
blenders, popcorn poppers, coffee makers and hot pots and those appliances are permitted only if they do not have 
exposed heating elements and are UL approved. Because all Village townhouses have full kitchens, Village residents 
are allowed to possess other food preparation appliances, provided they are UL-approved.

All electrical appliances must be UL approved and must be in good working order. Air conditioners, space heaters 
and baseboard units of any type, except as may be provided by the College, are prohibited.

Any prohibited appliance found in resident rooms, suites or apartments will be confiscated by Residence Life and 
Housing staff and will not be returned to the owner. 

Care of Facilities
It is the residents’ responsibility to care for the condition of their assigned living units as well as other public areas 

including, but not limited to, bathrooms, elevators, corridors, laundry rooms, lounges, and their furnishings and equip-
ment. Theft or littering of, or damage to, College property is prohibited. Students engaging in such behavior may be 
subject to College disciplinary action and/or arrest and will be held financially and legally responsible. Residents will 
be held financially and legally responsible for the condition of their assigned living units and assigned contents. The 
removal of College-owned furniture from a resident’s living unit or from a public area without staff authorization may 
result in a replacement charge and/or other disciplinary action. Structural modifications to the residential facilities, in-
cluding the installation of wires or cords outside resident living units, are prohibited without prior written authorization 
from the Assistant Vice President for Residence Life and Housing. As part of their responsibility, residents of a facility are 
responsible for the actions of their guests whether or not those guests are students of SUNY Oswego.

Disruptive Behavior
Disruptive behavior including: 1) harassment or creating a hostile environment through discrimination, intimida-

tion, ridicule, or insult toward any person; 2) acts of bias targeted toward a person or group; 3) physical abuse, assault 
and/or battery; 4) threats toward or intimidation of any person, or intentionally or recklessly causing harm or reason-
able apprehension of harm; 5) creation of a condition or situation that endangers mental or physical health; 6) conduct 
which inhibits the peace or safety of members of the College community*; 7) conduct related to the use, possession, or 
distribution of alcohol or other drugs are unacceptable and subject to disciplinary action. *Students are prohibited from 
playing sports or rough-housing in the halls as this may disrupt the living/learning environment. Hall sports include, 
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but are not limited to, tossing, bouncing, or kicking a ball or frisbee, roller blading, biking, using a scooter, using nerf 
guns, water guns or water balloons.

Drugs
The residential drug policy is governed by the Alcohol and Other Drugs Policy as stated in the College Policies sec-

tion of the Student Handbook. The use, possession, distribution or manufacture of controlled substances is prohibited 
on College premises. The possession and/or use of marijuana in one’s living unit is a violation of New York State Law, and 
any consumption of marijuana in a public area is a criminal offense. If, at any time, drugs are found in a residence hall, 
room, suite or apartment, all individuals in the presence of drugs (i.e., guests, visitors, residents, etc.) may be found in 
violation of this policy. Prohibited drugs or drug-related paraphernalia can be confiscated and may be used as evidence 
in campus conduct and/or criminal proceedings.

Fire Safety
Residential Fire Safety is a serious issue due to the population density and the potential for injury and loss that could 

occur as a result of a fire. In order to reduce fire hazards and comply with state fire codes, the College has established 
the following policies and procedures. Residents are expected to know and follow these procedures. Violators may face 
disciplinary action and/or arrest.

A. Fire Drills and Evacuation
 Each residential community will conduct periodic fire drills to familiarize students and staff with the proper 

evacuation procedures and escape routes. Evacuation procedures and routes are posted on the inside of each 
door in residential rooms and throughout the buildings. All students should familiarize themselves with the 
evacuation procedures, know the location of all the exits in their living area and how to reach them in case they 
need to evacuate in total darkness. When the alarm sounds, all persons in the building are required to exit the 
building immediately and remain outside until informed by Residence Life staff members that it is permissible 
to return. There is a designated alternative shelter location for each residential community; in instances of 
inclement weather and/or prolonged evacuation, residents will be directed to the appropriate shelter facility. 
Failure to evacuate a building during a fire alarm is a violation of residential community rules and can result in 
disciplinary action. 

B. Fire Detection/Fighting Equipment 
 Each residential facility is equipped with heat and smoke sensors, fire extinguishers and fire alarm pull boxes. 

Residents should familiarize themselves with the location of this equipment upon moving into a residential 
community. Tampering with any fire protection equipment is prohibited. Intentional activation of alarm systems 
for any reason other than reporting a fire is strictly prohibited. 

C. Fire Evacuation Procedures
 In order to ensure the safety of all residents and visitors of the residential community, the following guidelines 

must be followed. When an alarm is sounded, all residents and visitors should:

1.  Immediately put on hard-soled shoes and clothing appropriate to weather conditions, as evacuation may 
be for an extended period of time. Take a towel to cover the face. This will aid breathing if there is smoke. 

2.  Close all windows. 

3.  Check room door before opening to see if it is hot. Smell for smoke. If the door is hot or you smell smoke, 
it should not be opened. Seal the cracks at the bottom and sides of the door with a towel or clothing. If 


