
 In all cases, your personal information will only be shared as necessary with as few people as possible, 
and all efforts will be made to protect your privacy. 

More information about Title IX rights and protections and the hearing process can also be found on 
the Title IX homepage, www.ucmo.edu/title ix/. 

 

Digital Citizenship 
Technology brings tremendous educational value to a student’s experience at UCM. Successful 

students develop both the capability to use technology and the wisdom to know when and how to use it. 
To achieve this end, UCM strives to be a community comprised of principled students and educators who 
work collaboratively to build an online culture of academic discovery, critical but civil discourse, and full 
electronic participation in society. 

As both partners in, and representatives of, this community, UCM students enjoy both the privileges 
and duties of Digital Citizenship. It is our belief that good digital citizens use the internet and social media 
effectively, critically and ethically. 

Effective Use of digital technology requires students to develop and explore their own capacity to 
make informed choices in pursuit of their full potential. UCM challenges students to embrace emerging 
technologies and learn new skills. It is our hope that students will use these skills to develop the ability to 
adapt to educational challenges and cultural changes with a sense of optimism, excitement, discovery 
and hope. 

Critical use of digital technology requires students to carefully examine the information and ideas they 
encounter online. We encourage students to learn, innovate, communicate and explore online while 
carefully considering and evaluating the reliability and trustworthiness of that information. 

Ethical use of digital technology requires students to consciously consider how their participation in 
the online community affects themselves and others. As responsible digital citizens, students are 
expected to take reasonable precautions to guarantee their own personal safety, privacy, and the 
security of university resources they use to connect with the digital environment. We want students to be 
conscious of, and guardians of, their own online reputation and the digital dignity of the UCM 
community. Responsible digital citizens do not give out too much personal information online, 
misrepresent or negatively represent themselves through social media, or engage in conduct that 
constitutes harassment or discrimination as defined in applicable university policies, or that is otherwise 
prohibited by law, such as defamation, libel, or slander. Additionally, ethical digital citizens are conscious 
of and respectful of the intellectual property of others and they are expected to comply with laws, license 
agreements, and contracts governing network, software and hardware use. Any breach of computer 
security, harmful access or invasion of privacy may result in a student’s immediate removal from UCM. 

 

Cyber-bullying, Cyber-harassment and Cyber-stalking 
UCM is committed to supporting students when they are faced with assaults or attacks that might 

limit their ability to participate in the digital community or reach their academic potential. Digital citizens 
should understand that attacking someone through cyber-conduct that constitutes harassment or 
discrimination as defined in applicable university policies, or that is otherwise prohibited by law, is just as 
inappropriate and unacceptable as engaging in such conduct in-person. Students who believe they are 
targets of such misconduct should seek assistance from hall staff or the Office of Student Experience and 
Engagement. 

What is Cyber-bullying? 
Cyber-bullying is bullying that takes place using electronic technology. Electronic technology includes 

devices and equipment such as cell phones, computers, and tablets as well as communication tools 



including social media sites, text messages, chat, and websites. 
• Students who are being cyber-bullied are often bullied in person as well. Additionally, students who 

are cyberbullied have a harder time getting away from the behavior. 
• Cyber-bullying can happen twenty-four (24) hours a day, seven (7) days a week, and reach a kid even 

when he or she is alone. It can happen any time of the day or night. 
• Cyber-bullying messages and images can be posted anonymously and distributed quickly to a very 

wide audience. It can be difficult and sometimes impossible to trace the source. 
• Deleting inappropriate or harassing messages, texts, and pictures is extremely difficult after they 

have been posted or sent. 
 

Cyber-harassment 
Cyber-harassment usually pertains to unlawful threatening or harassing email messages, instant 

messages, or to blog entries or websites dedicated solely to tormenting an individual. 
 

Cyber-stalking 
Cyber-stalking is the use of the Internet, email or other electronic communications to stalk, and 

generally refers to a pattern of threatening or malicious behaviors. Cyber-stalking may be considered the 
most dangerous of the three types of Internet harassment, based on posing credible threat of harm. 

 

Effects 
Cell phones and computers themselves are not to blame for cyber-bullying, cyber-harassment or 

cyber-stalking. Social media sites can be used for positive activities, like connecting students with friends 
and family, helping students with school, and for entertainment. But these tools can also be used to hurt 
other people. Whether done in person or through technology, the effects are similar. 

It is also important to understand that Missouri State law specifically addresses certain forms of behavior 
online. 

 

Treating Others with Respect 
Assault, Intimidation & Bullying 

In order to promote learning and the development of an academic community, the university 
environment must be free from violence and the threat of violence. For this reason, any physical 
confrontation, including fighting, threats of violence, and domestic violence, will be confronted. Due to 
the significant potential that violent behavior could prevent others from being successful in the academic 
environment, anyone engaged in violence or threats of violence may be immediately removed from UCM 
and/or their status as a student. 

Additionally, the community cannot thrive when some members are prevented or intimidated from 
participating due to misconduct.  For this reason, persons who engage in conduct that constitutes 
harassment or discrimination as defined in applicable university policies, or that is otherwise prohibited 
by law, will be held accountable for their actions. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Bullying Definition 
Bullying has been the subject of considerable public discussion and is often misunderstood. There is a 

difference between experiencing mean behavior and experiencing bullying. Bullying occurs when a 
person is exposed, repeatedly and over time, to extreme negative actions on the part of one or more 
other persons, and he or she has difficulty defending himself or herself. Bullying is unwanted aggressive 
behavior that involves a real or perceived power imbalance. 

Bullying can take many forms including verbal conduct, such as, but not limited to, physical threats, 


