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The primary purpose of Campus Housing at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago is to serve you, the student. For this reason, the Campus Housing staff 
members are available to discuss your concerns, questions and ideas. It may be 
a good idea to begin with your Resident Assistantand Resident Director. 

Students have an opportunity to live and learn in our residential facilities. Each 
student has the opportunity to grow and find meaning through friendships, 
exploration of ideas, and involvement in the residential community and the 
University as a whole. We believe the residence halls must be more than 
dormitories, which are places to simply eat and sleep. Residence halls should 
offer comfortable physical facilities, an environment conducive to good study 
conditions, and an opportunity for each student to develop socially and 
academically. Living in a residence hall should be a positive experience in 
group interaction, self-discipline, decision-making, and self-governance. 
Remember, we have RESIDENCE HALLS, places where you live, not just 
“dorms”, places where you sleep! 

The success of the residence halls largely depends on you. Your involvement in 
the community living experience and your participation in the programs in your 
hall will be a significant contribution to making residence hall living both 
enjoyable and valuable. 

Community Environment, Mutual Respect and 
Individual Differences 
Living conditions conducive to learning and personal development are founded 
on basic respect for all persons. Your residence hall community environment 
will depend upon you and the way you interact with other people. You will find 
yourself placed in a situation where you will encounter people with different 
lifestyles. The best advice as to how you can make the most of your residence 
hall life can be summed up in one word: respect. Before you act, think of how 
your actions might affect the rights of other community members both on your 
floor and in your building. 

The term "community" means different things to different people. The Campus 
Housing staff defines community as an environment where people: 

• know each other 
• have shared goals 
• have a say in setting the guidelines under which they live 
• have ways of holding community members accountable for upholding 

these guidelines 
• respect,  as well as celebrate and appreciate, individual differences 
• experience a sense of belonging and 
• feel safe to enhance their personal growth. 

We believe that living in the UIC Residence Halls assists in developing skills 
and attitudes necessary to become positive and productive members of society. 
We also believe that one of these attitudes is the ability and willingness to 
appreciate and celebrate individual differences and ideas that are may be new to 
us. The UIC Residence Halls are residential complexes composed of students 
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and staff of different backgrounds, religions, racial groups, sexual orientations, 
levels of ability/disability and cultures. We encourage acceptance and 
appreciation of people regardless of race, gender, ethnic background, disability, 
socio-economic status, sexual orientation or religious affiliation. Members of 
our residential community will be held accountable to this standard. 

We pride ourselves on our differences. Each of us must do our part to 
encourage productive interaction and relationships among the residents who 
live in our halls. We believe that there is a great deal to be learned, taught 
and shared by each of us. So stretch yourself; get to know someone different 
than you. Learn what another culture is all about. We believe your 
experience at UIC will be richer for it!                                                                
 (Adapted from the University of Georgia, Richardson/Wall) 

People Who Help 
The Residence Life Staff 
Student staff live in the halls to serve and assist students. The Resident 
Assistant (RA) assigned to your area has been selected for the position because 
of his or her concern for others, ability to communicate, knowledge of 
University resources, and willingness to accept responsibility. Resident 
Assistants receive training in many areas and are the residents' first source of 
information and assistance during the school year.  

RAs are on-call Monday through Friday evenings from 5:00pm to 8:00am, and 
Saturday, Sunday and holidays 24 hours a day. If you need assistance and your 
Area Residence Life Desk is closed, there is an RD and RA on duty—and the 
duty phone numbers have been posted throughout the residence halls. 

Peer Mentors assist first year students through the many different adjustments 
from high school to college. Peer Mentors are students of sophomore standing 
or higher that have great leadership skills and proven academic success. Peer 
Mentors also facilitate study sessions and tutor in the Learning Resource 
Centers. 

Residence Hall Student Organizations 
The Residence Hall Association (RHA) is a resident student governing body. 
The purpose of RHA is to enhance overall student life through social, 
recreational, and educational programs, and to be the resident’s advocate to 
bring recommendations/concerns about current housing and University policies 
and procedures to the various components of the campus community. The RHA 
coordinates, supports and initiates individual and collective efforts in policy 
and programming issues of concern to the residents.  

RHA is responsible for training and supporting student leaders within the 
residence halls and does so by supporting Hall Council elections. Residents of 
each hall will elect an executive board, including a President who will have full 
voting rights by acting as the voice for his/her respective hall. RHA also offers 
a number of committees for residents to concentrate their attention on a specific 
aspect of residence hall living. 


