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directly, indirectly, or through third parties, by any action, method,
device, or means follows, monitors, observes, surveils, threatens, or
communicates to or about, another person, or interferes with another
person’s property.  Substantial emotional distress means significant
mental suffering or anguish that may, but does not necessarily, require
medical or other professional treatment or counseling.  Any act that
constitutes stalking under Virginia law is also prohibited under this
policy. Stalking is sexual misconduct prohibited by the University.

What is Sexual Harassment?

Sexual harassment is unwanted or offensive conduct or communication
of a sexual nature directed toward another in which either: 

Submission to or rejection of such conduct is made a term or
condition of an individual's employment or academic success or is
used as the basis for employment or academic decisions; or

The conduct or communication was severe and/or persistent and,
as a result, created a hostile environment.

The following type of conduct or behavior may constitute sexual
harassment:

Making unwelcome or offensive comments about a person's
clothing, body, or personal life;

Use of unwelcome or offensive nicknames or terms of endearment;

Offensive jokes or unwelcome innuendoes;

Unwelcome sexual advances or requests for sexual favors;

Any suggestion that sexual favors, or status as being in any
protected classification identified above, would affect one's job
promotion, performance evaluations, grades, working, or
education conditions;

Insults, epithets, jokes, slurs, or offensive comments that relate to
sex, sexual orientation, gender identitiy, or gender expression; or
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The placement, dissemination, or circulation of any written,
graphic, virtual, or electronic material of a sexual nature.

Sexual harassment is sexual misconduct prohibited by the University.

What is Coercion?

Coercion is unreasonable, inappropriate pressure to engage in sexual
activity.  Coercive behavior is different than romantic or seductive
behavior because coercive behavior involves inappropriate or
unreasonable pressure to obtain consent from another person for sexual
activity.  Continued pressure to engage in sexual activity after the other
person makes it clear that they do not want to engage in, want to stop, or
do not want to go further with sexual activity can be coercion.  

What is Physical Force?

Physically restraining a person against their will, using violence or the
threat of violence, or using a weapon or threatening to use a weapon
constitutes physical force.  An example of physical force includes using
bodyweight to hold someone in place.

What are Threats?

Threats cause a person to do something that they would not have done
without the threat.  Examples of threats include, but are not limited to:

"If you do not have sex with me, I will harm someone close to you.”

“If you do not do what I want, I will tell people that you are gay.”

“If you do not hook up with me, I will tell people you are a whore."

“If you stop hooking up with me, I will kill myself.”

What is Intimidation?


