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BEHAVIOR   

Understand that sexual and social harassment will not be tolerated. Always dress for success.  

 

ACCOUNTABILITY  

Accept personal responsibility for one’s actions and life choices and realize that embracing negative elements of an 

unhealthy lifestyle will interfere with success.  

  

SERVICE  

Engage in civic opportunities to share knowledge and skills with local, national and world communities.  

 

RESPECT  

Embrace and respect tradition by participating in rituals and observances, especially those that contribute to the 

history and heritage of the University.  

  

ASSESSMENT  

Conduct periodic assessments of academic, personal and career progress. Stay focused on your purpose for being at 

the University.  

  

SAFETY  

Be alert to threats to safety and inform appropriate authorities of such situations.  

  

FREEDOM   

Respect the freedom of others to express themselves in matters relating to academic and philosophical opinions.  

 

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES RELATING TO STUDENTS  

 

STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

As an academic community, Jackson State University exists for the pursuit of learning and truth, for the development 

of students as scholars and citizens, and ultimately, for the well being of society.  Free inquiry and free expression are 

indispensable to the attainment of these goals.  The University’s responsibility for creating and maintaining an 

atmosphere conducive to these freedoms is shared by students, faculty, administrative personnel, and trustees.   

 

The University community accepts its responsibilities to develop policies and procedures to safeguard these freedoms 

within the framework of the University’s and Board of Trustees’ policies and bylaws.  As integral members of the 

University community, students exercise responsibility while developing their capacity for critical thinking and 

engaging in a sustained and independent search for truth. Students are expected at all times to exercise their freedoms 

in a manner that does not infringe upon the rights and freedoms of others.  

  

Students shall not be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process.  Although every student has rights and 

freedoms guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution, these cannot be enjoyed, exercised, or protected in a community, 

which lacks order and stability.  It is therefore, each student’s responsibility to adhere to standards of conduct as 

prescribed by the University, the Board of Trustees for Institutions of Higher Learning (IHL), and by local, state, and 

federal laws.  

  

Each student is entitled to the essential rights common to all institutions of post-secondary education which include 

the following:  
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STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN INSTITUTIONAL GOVERNANCE  

As constituents of the University community, students (individually and collectively) are free to identify and address 

issues relative to institutional policy and matters of general interest to the student body. The Jackson State 

Undergraduate Student Government Association represents undergraduate students in institutional governance, 

whereas the Graduate Student Association represents graduate students.  Both undergraduate and graduate students 

are engaged in the policy formulation process through their respective government associations, and are invited to 

recommend additional policies for consideration and adoption.   

  

CITIZENSHIP  

Students at Jackson State University are both private citizens and members of the University community.  As U.S. 

citizens, students enjoy the same freedom of speech, peaceful assembly, and right of petition that other citizens enjoy.  

As members of the University community, they are expected to follow University rules and regulations outlined in 

the Code of Conduct and in the Student Handbook.  Faculty members and administrative officials ensure that 

institutional powers are not employed to inhibit the intellectual and personal development of students exercising their 

rights both on and off the campus.  

  

SPEECH AND EXPRESSION  

Students will be free to discuss questions of interest and to express opinion.  Public expression of students or student 

organizations reflects the views of those making the statement and not necessarily those of the University community.  

The University retains the right to provide an educational environment that is safe and orderly for students, faculty, 

and staff.    

 

FREEDOM OF INQUIRY AND EXPRESSION  

Students and chartered student organizations are free to examine and to discuss all questions of interest to them and to 

express opinions publicly and privately in a responsible way.  They are free to support causes by orderly means 

including any means of peaceful assembly or advocacy, which do not infringe upon the rights or freedoms of others. 

However, speech may be limited by reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions which are developed by the 

University. 

  

GUEST SPEAKERS  

In accordance with the Campus Speakers Policy, registered student organizations may invite persons of their own 

choosing for campus appearances.  Such invitations must be submitted to the Vice President for Student Affairs or 

designee for review and approval before arrangements for the campus visit are finalized with the guest.  This also includes 

events in which student organizations desire to invite dignitaries (Elected Officials, other higher learning institution 

Presidents, etc.) to campus for any reason. Invitations of this nature must be submitted to the Vice President for Student 

Affairs and approved by the University President. Guest appearances must not interfere with the University’s regular 

instructional, research, and service activities and programs.  Except for ceremonial occasions, invited speakers should be 

prepared to participate in reasonable public activities.  Such public discussions may include classroom visits, attendance at 

receptions and related functions, media appearances, and participation in community activities, programs and projects.  

  

Invited speakers are afforded the courtesy and protection appropriate to a University community.  The institutional control 

of campus facilities and the integrity of the academic environment are not to be used as a device of censorship.   

Sponsorship of guest speakers does not imply approval or endorsement of the views expressed, either by the sponsoring 

organization or the institution. For more information, consult the Campus Speakers Policy and the Free Expression Policy. 

  

OFF-CAMPUS SPEAKERS  

The freedom of speech and assembly guaranteed by the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States 

Constitution shall be enjoyed by the students and faculties of the Institutions of Higher Learning of the State of 

Mississippi and respects the opportunity to hear off-campus or outside speakers on the various campuses.  Free 


