
 
Mount Holyoke College 

 
Mount Holyoke’s Mission 
Mount  Holyoke’s mission is to provide an intellectually adventurous education in the liberal arts and 
sciences  through academic programs recognized internationally for their excellence and range; to 
draw  students  from all backgrounds into an exceptionally diverse and inclusive learning community 
with  a  highly  accomplished, committed, and responsive faculty and staff; to continue building on the 
College’s  historic legacy of leadership in the education of women; and to prepare students, through a 
liberal  education  integrating curriculum and careers, for lives of thoughtful, effective, and purposeful 
engagement  in the world.                            -Adopted and approved by Board of Trustees (May 2013) 

The Mount Holyoke Community  
Mount  Holyoke College believes in the right, indeed the necessity, of free inquiry and free expression 
for  every  member of the College community. The College aims to provide an environment hospitable 
to  open  interchanges  of knowledge and opinion in the terms of reasoned and civil discourse. An 
individual’s  rights to free speech, free movement, free association, peaceful assembly, and orderly 
protest  extend  to every member of the College. So do an individual’s responsibility to uphold the law 
and  to  respect  the rights and feelings of others.  

  
The  goal  for the new century must be to build a community of faculty, staff, and students devoted to 
intellectual  and creative freedom, critical inquiry, personal honor, ethical discernment, and 
responsibility.  We encourage openness and candor, dialogue and debate, and the creative 
engagement  of all constituencies in building a genuine community. A College does not become a 
community  by so naming itself. Community is a dynamic condition, difficult and necessary to achieve, 
reached  by  active synthesis, by the consensus of free wills and free intelligences agreeing to pursue 
objectives  in common, in an atmosphere of general empathy, forbearance, respect, and trust. When 
such  conditions  prevail, there should be little occasion for coercion or violence, bias and 
discrimination  or for punitive response, and the very occurrence of such actions suggest that the 
community  has failed, at least for the time, to achieve its common purposes. Ultimately, the quality of 
life  in  the  College is the property of the conscience of all its members.  

 
The Honor Code 
I will honor  myself, my fellow students, and Mount Holyoke College by acting responsibly, honestly, 
and  respectfully  in both my words and deeds.  

 
Statement  of Nondiscrimination  
Mount  Holyoke is committed both to its historic mission as a women’s college and to providing access 
to  talented  students from all backgrounds.The diversity within our students, staff, faculty, and 
curricula  is a point of pride and a hallmark of the institution.The framework for our commitment to 
diversity  sits within our active prohibition of discrimination in our educational policies, employment, 
campus  services and activities on the basis of age, color, creed, disability, gender identity, 
national/ethnic  origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, veteran/uniform status, HIV status, and 
all  other  classifications protected by law. This same principle applies to admission to our graduate 
and  extension  programs. With respect to admission to our undergraduate degree program, Mount 
Holyoke  admits  qualified women without regard to age, color, creed, disability, national/ethnic origin, 
race,  religion,  sexual orientation, or veteran/uniform status. — Approved Fall 2015 

10 


