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 APPENDIX A 
 
 STANDARDS IN DISCIPLINARY HEARINGS 
 
Students Rights 
 
In their relations with the College and the Montana University System, students have the 
same legal duties and obligations as other persons and enjoy the same freedoms of 
speech, press, religion, peaceful assembly, and petition.  Therefore, the College shall 
respect the rights guaranteed by the Constitution and laws of the United States and the 
State of Montana.  
 
In developing responsible student conduct, disciplinary proceedings play a role secondary 
to example, counseling, guidance and admonition.  Educational institutions have a duty and 
the corollary powers to protect their educational purpose through  regulations and 
standards of behavior.  When preferred means fail to resolve problems or grievances, 
proper procedural safeguards will be observed to protect the student.  The administration of 
discipline must guarantee substantive and procedural due process to an accused student.  
Fair play requires that the student be informed of the nature of the charges against him/her, 
that she/he be given a fair opportunity to refute them, that the institution not be arbitrary or 
capricious in its actions, and that provisions exist for appeal of a decision.  An accused 
student is presumed innocent until a hearing. may determine otherwise.   
 
Standard of Conduct Expected of Students: 
 
The institution has an obligation to clarify relevant standards of behavior essential to its 
educational mission and its community life.  These general behavioral expectations and the 
resultant specific regulations represent a guideline for student conduct.  Offenses will be 
clearly defined and interpreted in a manner consistent with principles of relevancy and 
reasonableness.  Disciplinary proceedings will be instituted only for violations of standards 
of conduct (formulated with significant student participation) published in the student 
handbook or public law, or as explained in campus policy.   
 
Investigation of Student Conduct 
 
  1. Except under extreme emergency circumstances, premises occupied by 

students and the personal possessions of students will not be searched unless 
appropriate authorization has been obtained.  The student should be present, if 
possible, during the search.   

 
  2. Students detected or arrested in the course of serious violations of institutional 

regulations, or infractions of ordinary law, will be informed of their rights.  No 
form of harassment should be used by institutional representatives to coerce 
admissions of guilt or information about conduct of other suspected persons.   

Status of Student Pending Final Action 


