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F. Computers, Email and Social Media
Computing at Kenyon is a vital tool in the educational experience. Computer and network access is a privilege
extended to all students and members of the administration, faculty and staff at the College. Members of the
Kenyon community are responsible for knowing College policies on computer use. All students are given
accounts, including Internet access, which may be used at any time without charge.

The following policies are in place to maintain control and availability to the community at large.

1. Users of Kenyon computing systems are not charged for their use of the systems. Charges may be levied
for consumption of certain supplies, such as paper or other printing supplies, or for access to commercial
services over the network. Students are provided with a limited amount of data storage on the campus
network, intended for their academic work. In addition to the limited storage available on the Kenyon
network, Google Apps for Education provides unlimited storage via Google Drive.

2. To ensure access to academic resources on the Internet, Kenyon may limit the bandwidth for certain types
of non-academic Internet use, including Internet games and file-sharing technologies.

3. Never use any College computer account other than your own. Never lend your account to someone else.
Do not respond to emails that ask for or solicit your password. You are fully responsible for anything that
happens through access to your account. If you believe someone else has access to your account, contact
the Helpline at (740) 427-5700 immediately. Kenyon staff, including Helpline and employees of Library
and Information Services, will never ask for your password.

4. Do not access files other than your own, unless you have specific permission to do so. Do not attempt to
obtain unauthorized control over campus computers.

5. Do not use computing resources for any activity that may intimidate, harass or threaten others. The
College’s policies on harassment apply to electronic communication, as well.

6. Do not use College-provided computing resources or facilities for business or profit-making purposes.
This restriction is necessary in order to maintain the College’s nonprofit status.

7. Do not use College-provided computing resources to invade or alter private records, data or
communication belonging to individuals, to the College or to others.

8. Do not waste computing resources, either tangible such as printer paper, or soft resources such as Internet
bandwidth or access to computers.

9. The unauthorized distribution of copyrighted material is illegal. This includes distribution via unauthorized
peer-to-peer file sharing. Students who do so may be subject to civil and criminal liabilities. In addition to
civil and criminal penalties, students who obtain or distribute copyrighted material will be subject to
institutional disciplinary action.

10. The College is required by law to provide the following information about copyright infringement.
Copyright infringement is the act of exercising, without permission or legal authority, one or more of the
exclusive rights granted to the copyright owner under section 106 of the Copyright Act (Title 17 of the
United States Code). These rights include the right to reproduce or distribute a copyrighted work. In the
file-sharing context, downloading or uploading substantial parts of a copyrighted work without authority
constitutes an infringement. Penalties for copyright infringement include civil and criminal penalties. In
general, anyone found liable for civil copyright infringement may be ordered to pay either actual damages
or statutory damages affixed at not less than $750 and not more than $30,000 per work infringed. For
willful infringement, a court may award up to $150,000 per work infringed. A court can, at its discretion,
also assess costs and attorneys’ fees. For details, see Title 17 of the United States Code, Sections 504 and
505. Willful copyright infringement can also result in criminal penalties, including imprisonment of up to
five years and fines of up to $250,000 per offense. For more information, see the website of the U.S.
Copyright Office at www.copyright.gov.

11. If you violate computer and network use policies, the College may temporarily or permanently suspend
your use of College computing facilities, accounts and/or resources. Repetitive or particularly egregious
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violations will be referred to the vice president for student affairs or designee or division head for
disciplinary action.

12. Although the College does not search student pages on websites such as Facebook, if material that
allegedly violates College policy is brought to the attention of the College, an investigation into the
material will be conducted and, if appropriate, charges will be issued.


