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COVID-19 Community Update
For the latest updates & information visit Duke’s Coronavirus Response website
(https://coronavirus.duke.edu/).

Student Conduct (/conduct) /   A-Z Policies (/conduct/z-policies) /   Harassment

HARASSMENT

Harassment of any individual for any reason is not acceptable at Duke University. It is de�ned

as unwelcome verbal, visual, physical, electronic, or other conduct that is so severe,

persistent, and/or pervasive that it alters the conditions of education, employment, or

participation in a program or activity, thereby creating an environment that a reasonable

person in similar circumstances and with similar identities would �nd hostile, intimidating, or

abusive. Harassment is distinguished from behavior that, even though unpleasant or

disconcerting, is appropriate to the carrying out of certain instructional, advisory, or

supervisory responsibilities.

Allegations of harassment in which an accused individual is an undergraduate student will be

investigated and resolved by trained individuals using the above de�nition and via the

procedures outlined in “Resolution of Student Con�ict and Alleged Violations of University
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Policy. (https://studenta�airs.duke.edu/conduct/undergraduate-disciplinary-system/types-

resolution)” A �nding of responsibility for a violation of the Harassment Policy will be made

based on a preponderance of the evidence standard.

The O�ce for Institutional Equity responds to allegations of harassment in which an accused

individual is not an undergraduate student, as well as allegations of discrimination in which

an accused individual is any member of the Duke community; see

bit.ly/dukeharassmentpolicy (http://bit.ly/dukeharassmentpolicy) for the university’s full Policy

on Prohibited Discrimination, Harassment, and Related Misconduct.

(See the “Student Sexual Misconduct Policy: Duke’s Commitment to Title IX

(https://studenta�airs.duke.edu/conduct/z-policies/student-sexual-misconduct-policy-dukes-

commitment-title-ix)” for the de�nition of and procedures related to sex/gender-based

harassment by an undergraduate or graduate student.)

TIME FRAMES

The O�ce of Student Conduct seeks to resolve reports under this policy within 60 business

days from receipt of a report, excluding days classes are not in session (see Appeals

(https://studenta�airs.duke.edu/conduct/undergraduate-disciplinary-system/appeals)). An

investigation typically takes up to 45 business days or more to complete. Generally, within 15

business days after completion of an investigation, an administrative or panel hearing, if

applicable, is scheduled. During this time, sta� in the O�ce of Student Conduct may seek

clarifying information and/or meet with a complainant, respondent, investigator, or others.
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