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LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY STATEMENT OF STUDENT  

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Preamble: An academic community exists for the communication of knowledge and for the development of creativity 

and critical judgment in a sustained and independent search for truth. Lock Haven University supports the transmission 

of knowledge, the pursuit of truth, the development of students and the general well-being of society. Free inquiry and 

free expression are indispensable to the attainment of these goals. 

 

As a member of the University’s community, students are encouraged to demonstrate critical judgment and to engage in 

activities that respect the rights and privileges of the individual and others. Academic freedom is essential to the 

functioning of this community of scholars. 

 

Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic pursuits. The freedom to learn depends upon 

appropriate opportunities and conditions in the classroom, on the campus and in a community at large. The 

responsibility to secure and respect general conditions conducive to learning is shared by all members of the University 

community. 

 

The goal of this University is to govern its members by fair and unobstructed measures of desired conduct. The 

governance includes activities students participate in through their academic work as well as their social activities. 

Behavior that deviates from these measures will be dealt with in accordance with the procedures that apply to this 

community and its standards. 

 

Student Rights and Responsibilities 

Article I. No student shall be denied any educational or social opportunity because of race, religion, gender, creed, 

color, or national origin.  

 

Article II. No full-time student shall be denied the right to vote for student government officials or in referendums 

affecting him/her with a validated university identification card. 

 

Article III. Any student or student organization shall have the right of free expression (for example, personal physical 

appearance, publications and speech), so long as it does not conflict with the Constitution of the United States or 

federal and state law. 

 

Article IV. Any student or student organization shall have the right to assemble, form, join or support an organization 

for any purpose so long as it does not conflict with the Constitution of the United States and/or federal and state law. 

 

The University and student government shall have the right to require that an organization state its function and 

purpose in order to gain recognition on campus. 

 

The University shall not discriminate against or punish any student for participation in any assembly or membership in 

any organization, so long as the assembly or organization is lawful under the Constitution of the United States and/or 

federal and state law. 

 

Article V. Any student or student organization shall have the right to hear a speaker. This article is not intended to give 

the rights to commercial speech. Those routine procedures required by the institution before a guest speaker is invited 

to appear on campus shall be designed only to ensure that there is orderly scheduling of facilities and adequate 

preparation for the event, and that the occasion is conducted in a manner appropriate to an academic community. The 

institutional control of campus facilities shall not be used as a device of censorship. It shall be made clear to the 

academic and larger community that sponsorship of guest speakers does not necessarily imply approval or endorsement 


