
B. Statement of Principles and Responsibility

The specific principles cited here are protected and limited within the framework of the Campus 
Regulations of SUNY New Paltz.

1.00  Equality

Principle:  Every aspect of College life shall be free from discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, religion, gender, gender identity, ethnic background, sexual orientation, age, marital status, 
disability, veteran or military status. Student housing, organizations, athletics, classes and College 
community facilities are open to all who desire to participate.

Responsibility:  It is the responsibility of all members of the academic community to ensure 
through word and action that discrimination on the basis of race, religion, gender, gender identity, 
ethnic background, sexual orientation, age, disability, veteran or military status is not present in 
College activities or in the College community.

2.00  Association

Principle:  Students are free to affiliate and organize for educational, political, social, religious, or 
cultural purposes.

Members of associations are free to voice their position on issues as long as there is no disruption of 
normal College activities in the process.

Responsibility:  Student organizations have a responsibility to protect the rights of individuals 
who do not desire to affiliate or sympathize with their position. Members of organizations must be 
responsible for their actions as individuals.

Organizations and affiliations must be in compliance with legal mandates of the state and nation in 
order to gain recognition by College officials.

3.00  Speakers and Topics

Principle:  Student organizations are free to invite speakers to the campus to speak on any topic 
chosen by the students. College facilities may be utilized for speakers invited to campus. The 
College maintains the right to deny use of facilities for speakers when there is evidence that serious 
disruption and/or threat to welfare could result. When appropriate, consultation with Student 
Association representatives will be sought.

Responsibility:  Students and student organizations must recognize that the presentation of a 
balanced program of speakers and topics is essential for a true and exhaustive analysis of critical 
issues. While some organizations may support certain tenets to the exclusion of others, the 
opportunity to hear opposing premises is vital if an informed student body is to result. Furthermore, 
students and student organizations must take reasonable precautions for the safe and orderly conduct 
of speakers and the audience.

Where a controversial speaker is likely to engender demonstrations from other student groups, 
the sponsoring organization must recognize the rights of other groups and consider the impact of 
inviting each speaker on the orderly and lawful functioning of the College.
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