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FURNITURE.  Students may wish to bring furniture from home. This can include small end tables, bookcases, 
a stereo, throw rugs, curtains, a wastebasket, and a refrigerator.  University issued furniture may not be removed 
from student rooms for storage.  Linens (sheets) must be used on mattresses while sleeping in order to protect 
mattresses from damage due to sweating and other possible stains/odors. Students living in buildings where a 
refrigerator is provided may not bring another refrigerator into the room/apartment.  Furniture in public areas is 
intended for use by all students. It must remain in its designated space and must not be relocated to an individual 
student’s room and/or to other areas of the hall/apartment. Public area furniture moved into personal rooms/
apartments will result in a $25.00 fine per item.  Furniture in individual rooms/apartments may not be stacked 
unless it is specifically designed for that purpose. See PUBLIC AREAS policy for additional information on 
furniture. No furniture items may be placed in such a manner as to block emergency escape from room 
windows.  Rationale:  Damage is always possible when furniture is moved.  In addition, consistency is necessary 
to maintain an adequate knowledge of hall/apartment inventory.  Public area furniture is for the use of all and 
use in individual rooms/apartments deprives others of its use.  

GAMBLING.  Gambling is illegal in residence halls/apartments or on any state property.  Residents who violate 
this policy will be referred to the Assistant Director for Student Discipline for disciplinary action.

GRIP-A-STRIP.  (See DOORS, ROOM)

GROUP BILLING FOR DAMAGES/VANDALISM.  As stated in your Terms and Conditions, students may be 
held accountable for any abnormal wear, damages or cleaning in public areas of their residence hall/apartment to 
include billing all members of living unit groups. If those responsible come forward or information is given that 
leads to the identification of those responsible, then the billing will be assessed to those individuals rather than to 
the living unit group. Group billing charges may not be appealed.  Some examples of items that are group billed: 
trash in public areas, propped exterior doors, and damage to public areas. 

GUESTS. (See VISITATION)

HALOGEN LAMPS.  Halogen lamps are prohibited in the residence halls/apartments. Use of these lamps in 
residence halls/apartments is also against the National Electrical Code and the Life Safety Code.  Several 
universities have experienced residence hall fires due to the amount of heat these lamps produce.  These lamps 
may also put a strain on the building’s electrical wiring due to the amount of amps they require.  Possession of a 
halogen lamp will result in a fine of $50.00.  The student must remove the lamp from the building immediately.

HARASSMENT/BULLYING.  Harassment is not tolerated and will result in disciplinary action which may 
include loss of University housing.  “Harassment” is defined as verbal threats, intimidation, or conduct which are 
severe or pervasive enough to substantially interfere with a reasonable student’s educational performance, 
opportunities or benefits, or mental emotional or physical well-being and which actually do so interfere.  
Behaviors and actions exhibited via media including email, text messaging or social networking websites (e.g. 
Facebook or Twitter)  are included in the harassment policy.
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HEATERS.  Space heaters and radiators, whether electric or kerosene powered, are not allowed in residence 
halls/apartments. Possession of a space heater or radiator will result in a fine of $25.00.  The student must remove 
the heater from the building immediately.  Rationale:  Space heaters and radiators become very hot and therefore 
can cause damage or fires.

HOLIDAY DECORATIONS.  No live trees or greenery are allowed in residence halls/apartments, however, 
artificial trees with “built-in” lights and “UL” listed may be used.  Trees should be unplugged when the room is 
vacant.  Trees must be taken down before you check out for the Fall semester.  Residents staying in the hall over 
the Winter break must take down their trees by the first class day in the Spring semester.  Decorations should be 
used with safety in mind. Keep flammable materials away from lights.  Ornamental/seasonal/string lights 
(including battery and USB powered) are not allowed and will result in a $50.00 fine.  Use of extension cords is 
prohibited in the student rooms/apartments by order of the State Fire Marshal.  Power strips are to be used as an 
alternative.  The safety of residents must be considered at all times.  (see ELECTRICAL POWER STRIPS, LIGHT 
BULBS)

HORSEPLAY AND PRANKS.  Water fights, water guns, water balloons, water balloon launchers, toy guns, darts 
and any other horseplay including wrestling and running in the halls/walkways, with water or other substances 
(i.e., shaving cream, whipping cream, toothpaste, SuperGlue, Vaseline, etc.) are prohibited. Residents will be 
subject to disciplinary action and/or held responsible for any damages associated with this behavior.

HOVERBOARDS.  Hoverboards are not permitted inside residence life buildings due to recent fire hazard issues.  
Violations will result in a $250.00 fine.

KEYS.  Damaged room/apartment keys will be replaced at a cost of $10.00.  If it is necessary to change the locks, 
the fee is $75.00 (which includes the cost of new keys). No refund will be given for a lock change. All keys are 
considered state property and MUST always be returned to the Department of Residence Life upon request and 
at the end of each semester during check-out.  Keys must be returned to a staff member (in person) or the 
resident may be charged for a lock change.  Loaner keys may be checked out from the office for a $10.00 charge, 
but must be promptly returned within 48 hours.  Duplication of keys as well as loaning keys to others is strictly 
prohibited and will be subject to disciplinary action.  For buildings with card access, Bearkat One cards must 
remain in your possession at all times and may not be given to other individuals since they allow access to your 
assigned building.  Anyone responsible for violating this policy with the Bearkat One card will be disciplined or 
possibly have their housing contract broken.  (See CARD ACCESS SYSTEM, LOCKOUTS)

Students will be charged $10.00 each time they require entrance to their rooms, including use of a loaner key. 
Loaner keys are intended for temporary use and must be promptly returned; failure

to do so will result in a $75.00 charge for a re-core of the door. Lost keys must be reported to the hall staff as they 
may compromise security to the building and other residents.  Broken keys due to the negligence of the student 
will be charged $10.00 for replacement if portion of the key with the key code is retained.  Rationale:  The intent 
of this policy is to promote safety of the residents by keeping the hall/house safe at all times.  Consistency in 
assessing charges for lost keys is also an objective.  

KITCHEN DISHWASHERS (Bearkat Village).  Dishwashers located in each apartment are to be used for their 
intended purpose.  Residents should only use dish cleaners approved for dishwashers.  Liquid dish soap should 
not be a substitute for dishwashing detergent.  If liquid dish soap is used in the dishwasher, the dishwasher will 
malfunction and cause unnecessary maintenance problems.  Residents must report any water leaks immediately 
for repair.
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KITCHENS IN PUBLIC AREAS.  Public area kitchens are for staff or hall council programs only.

LAUNDRY ROOMS.  There is no charge for laundry equipment usage.  All residents living in the residence halls 
should be able to wash and dry their clothes in an orderly and timely fashion.  Issues arise from residents leaving 
their clothes in laundry room facilities for several hours or days which causes an obstruction to other residents 
who are trying to use the facilities.

It is highly recommended that residents stay with their laundry until its conclusion and remove clothes immedi-
ately.  NEVER remove someone else’s clothes from a machine.  Residents will face disciplinary action and a fine 
of $25.00 if caught.  If you notice an issue with clothes being left in a machine, contact a staff member immedi-
ately to assist you.  Staff who notice clothes unattended for more than 24 hours will box up the clothes. Clothes 
left in laundry rooms will be inventoried and boxed (if dry) or bagged (if wet).  If clothes are not recovered by 
residents within 5 business days, dry boxed items will be designated Abandoned Property and handled 
accordingly.  Wet, bagged clothes will be disposed of as trash after 5 business days. There will be a $25.00 fine for 
not removing your clothes in a timely manner. The University is not responsible for damaged or missing clothes 
due to resident negligence.

LIGHT BULBS.  The use of light bulbs must be in accordance with the rating of the light fixture.  Ornamental/
seasonal/string lights (including battery and USB powered) are not allowed and will result in a $50.00 fine per 
incident.  Rationale:  Use of light bulbs of a higher wattage than the rating of the fixture can result in overheating 
and therefore, constitute a potential fire hazard.

LIGHT FIXTURES.  The use of acetate, cellophane, fabric, tissue paper, or other combustible materials over or 
in the light fixture is forbidden by fire safety regulations.  Rationale:  There are risks of personal injury or fire.  
Acetate may get too hot and melt onto the fixture.  Even when the acetate does not melt, it holds heat rather than 
allowing it to diffuse, resulting in a possible short that could cause a personal injury or a fire.
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LOCKOUTS.  Residents will be charged $10.00 each time a staff member is required 
to assist them in gaining entrance to their room/apartment (ex. unlock the door). If a 
loaner key is provided, and is not returned in the specified amount of time, a charge of 
$75.00 will be made to cover the cost of re-coring the door.  Residents may also be billed 
the $10.00 fee if they lock their suitemates out of the bathroom, requiring assistance 
from a staff member to assist them in gaining entrance to the shared facilities.  A 
resident’s door will be re-keyed at a cost of $75.00 after the third lockout within an 
academic year.  For the Spring semester, only new students will not be charged for 
lockouts until after the first mandatory floor, hall, or apartment meeting.  All other 
students will be charged for lockouts immediately upon return to campus for the Spring 
semester.   In addition, residents will be charged a $10.00 lockout fee for staff assistance 
in gaining access to buildings that use “card access”.  (See CARD ACCESS SYSTEM, 
KEYS)

MICROWAVE OVENS.  Microwaves are not allowed in resident rooms unless already 
provided by the University.   Residents may not bring an additional microwave if the 
room/apartment has already been provided one by Residence Life.  There is a $25.00 
fine for each un-approved microwave found in student rooms.  A microwave oven has 
been provided in the public area in each hall.  Each hall with a microwave oven should 
have guidelines concerning usage and cleanliness posted near the oven; these should be 
carefully followed at all times. Microwave ovens are not intended for resident’s constant 
use as a substitute for a meal plan, but are available for snacks and special occasions. 
Microwave ovens found to be unsanitary or improperly used by residents are subject to 
removal by the Department of Residence Life.  Rationale:  Most of the residence halls 
are not wired to handle the use of microwaves in residence hall rooms and would create 
power outages as well as possible fire hazards.

NOISE CONCERNS.  Residents should remember that courtesy and good judgment

-

must be observed at all times regarding the noise policy. Radios, stereos and musical equipment, or sound 
from any source must be contained within the resident’s room/apartment. Acceptable sound levels are 
determined by staff in each building based on building structure (common air vents, hollow doors, etc.).  
Noise that can be heard two or more (room doors) down from your room/apartment or bass that can be heard 
and/or felt are considered violations of the noise policy. Residents are to attempt to resolve noise issues with 
each other first before going to the staff.  Residence Life reserves the right to have students remove stereos and 
other items that have contributed to a pattern of noise violations from one area.  There will be a $25.00 fine 
for a third noise policy violation.  Subsequent violations will be $50.00 for each violation and will be subject to 
additional disciplinary action.  No warnings for noise violations will be given after the halls/apartments open 
each semester.   Rationale:  The noise policy is the most common policy violation.  It is difficult to determine 
a standard for noise across campus.  All residents should have the right to sleep, study and enjoy a peaceful 
atmosphere.

- Quiet hours. Quiet hours have been established by the Department of Residence Life for all halls/apartments 
from 12:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Sunday through Thursday nights; 1:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Friday and Saturday 
nights. These are minimum hours, and any hall, apartment or floor within a hall, may vote to increase these 
hours if desired.

- Campus-wide 24 hour quiet hours. These extra hours of quiet have been established by the department to 
allow students a quiet place to study during final exams. Notification of the 24 hour quiet hours will be posted 
in each residence hall/apartment and on hall closing materials.
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product(s) used by the Pest Control contractor.  If it is found that students are treating for Pest Control concerns, there 
will be a $50.00 fine. 

PETS.  Pets, including but not limited to, mammals, reptiles and birds, are not allowed anywhere in the residence halls/
apartments at any time. There is no grace period for the removal of an “unauthorized” pet. If an “unauthorized” pet is 
found, a $75.00 fine (per animal) will be assessed.  Subsequent violations will be automatically referred to the Assistant 
Director for Student Discipline.  If an “unauthorized” animal is found, the unit will be treated for pests upon removal of 
the animal at the resident’s cost.  Stray animals may not be fed from any on-campus residence.  Students are allowed to 
have aquariums.  More than one is allowed as long as the total capacity does not exceed 10 gallons.  Fish of legal species 
may be kept and the owner assumes responsibility for the aquariums and its contents at all times. Fish of legal species 
may be kept and the owner assumes responsibility for the aquariums and its contents at all times. Residents with 
un-authorized pets that require pest control will be charged for the services.

PLANTS.  Having a variety of plants adds to the decor of a room. Students may bring a freestanding plant stand since 
hanging plants are not allowed.

POSTING GUIDELINES.  Unauthorized posting is prohibited in all public areas, apartments and room doors. The 
RHD will designate bulletin boards in his/her building/complex as campus information boards where recognized 
campus organization materials will be posted. This person or his/her appointee is responsible for monitoring the 
building’s bulletin boards. University and departmental materials will be posted in these locations.

Student organizations or non-University entities must adhere to the following procedures. Materials should be stamped

OBSCENE MATERIALS.  Students who display items that are in public view and 
that are obscene will be asked to remove the items immediately and may be 
subject to disciplinary action. Obscenity is considered patently offensive 
description of sexual activity that lacks educational value.  The University 
reserves the right to enter a student’s room/apartment to remove obscene items 
that are in public view even if the student is not present. 

PARTIES.  Due to COVID-19 guidelines, each room or apartment on campus is 
limited to a maximum of 4 people per room/apt.  This includes the residents of 
the room.  Rooms or apartments on campus that have more than the maximum 
allowed will be in violation of the visitation policy.

PERSONAL HYGIENE.  Personal hygiene is the responsibility of each resident.  
If there are complaints about a resident’s personal hygiene, the resident must, in 
good faith, help to alleviate the complaint by complying with suggestions to 
improve the situation.  Failure to alleviate the issue will result in disciplinary 
action which may include contract termination.

PERSONAL PROPERTY.  Students are responsible for the security of their own 
property. The University is not liable for theft or damages. It is highly 
recommended that residents insure their personal property. (See SAFETY AND 
AWARENESS ON CAMPUS – SECURITY).

 PEST CONTROL.  Residents shall place work orders for any pest concerns present 
in their residence hall room.  Once a work order is placed, there will be no cancellation 
of Pest Control services.  Should a student refuse Pest Control Services (after a work 
order is submitted and/or during a routine quarterly treatment)  there will be a $50.00 
fine per the Refusal of Service policy.  Additionally, students shall not treat pest control 
concerns with products purchased by the residents, as this may counter act any
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with approval of the Office of Student Activities and meet all criteria 
specified in Guidelines. These should be delivered to the Residence Life 
Office at least one week before the event. The fliers will be distributed to 
the halls/apartments, initialed by the hall staff and posted on the 
designated bulletin boards not less than 3 days before the event. Fliers 
will be removed by the hall staff after the event is over. Organizations that 
post without going through this distribution channel will have their fliers 
removed from 
bulletin boards and will be referred to the Office of Student Life. 
Door-to-door posting or solicitation is prohibited. Organizations wishing 
to distribute information to each residence hall/apartment resident will 
need to send materials through the mail, addressed to each student/room.

PROPPING DOORS. (See DOORS, EXTERIOR DOORS)

PUBLIC AREAS.  It is the responsibility of the students living in the 
building to maintain the public areas.  Public areas may not be used 
by outside organizations or groups and are for resident use only.

Furniture and floor mats.  All furniture and floor mats in public 
areas should remain in those areas at all times. These items are not 
to be taken to student rooms/apartments for personal use. If a 
resident moves public area property into the resident’s room/
apartment, the resident(s) in that room/apartment will be charged 
$25.00 per item. The resident could also face disciplinary actions 
and/or criminal charges for theft of state property.
Garbage. All personal garbage must be removed to the dumpster by 
each student. Garbage accumulated in resident’s rooms/
apartments should NOT be placed in the garbage cans in public 
areas at any time.  Residents found responsible for excessive trash 
(ex. bags, boxes) will be charged a minimum of $25.00.
Cleanliness. Residents are responsible for cleaning up after 
themselves and their guests, should they choose to utilize the public 
areas in their buildings.
Outside rails. Residents of White Hall or Sam Houston Village and 
Bearkat Village may not use outside rails for hanging items such as 
signs, banners or laundry.
Public Lighting.  Lights are to remain on at all times unless 
permission is given by the RHD for certain approved events.

PUBLIC REFRIGERATORS.  (If applicable.)
Refrigerators are for residents and staff use only.  Use is limited to 
current event use and is not intended for overnight or long-term 
storage of personal items.  When there is a hall event, refrigerator 
use may be limited or stopped for residents.  SHSU and Residence 
Life are NOT responsible for any food items stored or left in the 
refrigerator.  Residents are responsible for any items left in 
refrigerator.  Food containers should be labeled with owner name.  
Unlabeled food will be thrown out.  Residence Life reserves the right 
to clean out the refrigerator as Residence Life deems necessary.  This 
includes disposal of food and beverages. 
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Hall staff will check during last set of rounds each night (per signage on refrigerator) and throw out any 
unlabeled food, food that causes smell, or food that looks to be spoiled.

REFRIGERATORS.  Students may bring small personal refrigerators unless one has already been provided by 
the University.  The maximum allowable size for any refrigerator unit is 5.0 cubic feet capacity. Each student in a 
room may have a unit so long as the combined total capacity of both units in a room is no more than 10 
cubic feet.  Unauthorized refrigerators or oversized refrigerators will result in a $25.00 fine and must be removed 
immediately.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR DAMAGE.  Residents shall hold the University harmless and otherwise be responsible 
for their own acts and omissions and those of their guests that directly or indirectly cause personal injury, death, 
or damage to University property or the property of third parties.  Failure to report maintenance concerns (ex. 
water leaks) will result in the resident(s) being held responsible for all charges associated with repair to 
University property.  In such cases, Residence Life reserves the right to take disciplinary action, including, but 
not necessarily limited to: initiation of disciplinary proceedings, restitution, and/or termination of their 
Residence Life Contract.

ROOF TOPS.  Residents are prohibited from the roofs of all buildings. If articles need to be retrieved from a 
roof, residents should contact their RA or RHD.

ROOM CLEANLINESS.  It is each individual resident’s responsibility to keep his/her room/apartment clean 
and free of garbage. All garbage should be taken outside to the dumpsters. Custodians are not expected to take 
out personal garbage accumulated in a resident’s room/apartment.  Residents who do not comply with requests 
to clean their apartment/room/bathroom will be fined $100.00 and may be subject to disciplinary action by the 
University.

ROOM PAINTING.  University personnel will do all painting of student rooms. If you feel your room needs to 
be painted, please notify your RA or RHD. That individual will ask Residence Life Maintenance to examine the 
room/apartment and determine if the room/apartment does need painting. If Residence Life Maintenance agrees 
that the room/apartment needs to be painted, they will give the resident further information as to when the 
room/apartment may be scheduled to be painted.

SAFETY EQUIPMENT.  Any student found to be responsible for the misuse of safety equipment, which includes 
but is not limited to: fire hoses and valves, emergency lights, exit signs, smoke/heat detectors, fire panels, security 
cameras, electrical panels, fire extinguishers, and public area lighting, will be assessed a $250.00 fine and be 
subject to further disciplinary action. NOTE: Tampering, pulling, disabling, disconnecting, and/or dismantling 
a fire alarm system for any reason is both a federal and state criminal offense. Anyone found in violation of the 
above criminal offense will be prosecuted to the full extent of the law.

SELF CARE.  While living in the residence halls/apartments, all residents are responsible for their own self care 
including appropriate personal hygiene, mental health, management of medical conditions or illnesses, and/
or disability-related personal needs.  Students are expected to utilize the various resources available to them to 
provide this care for themselves.  Students with the inability or perceived inability to care for themselves and /
or who cause harm to themselves or others may be asked to adhere to an action plan and/or leave the residence 
halls/apartments.
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SIGNS AND BANNERS.  Any signs or banners for display on the exterior of residence halls/apartments 
MUST be approved in advance with the RHD and must be related to a hall/apartment event or University 
sponsored event.  The sign or banner must be removed immediately after the event is over.

SINKS.  Residents are to report any clogged sinks using the online maintenance system and are not allowed to 
use chemical or store bought products to fix clogged sinks.  Residents should routinely check cabinets under 
sinks and report any leaks for immediate repair.  Residents will be responsible for damages caused by 
negligence and/or failure to report leaks.  (See MAINTENANCE)

SMOKE DETECTORS.  Smoke detectors should be operational at all times. Staff will perform routine checks 
to determine that all smoke detectors are functioning.  Report all problems (beeping sounds, etc.) to the staff 
immediately so staff can replace the battery or report the problem to Residence Life Maintenance for repair.  
Staff duty phone numbers are located on the back of your room door and should be used to report issues 
outside of normal business hours. Tampering with a smoke detector (detaching, removing batteries, 
unplugging, or covering up the smoke detector with an item) is a safety violation and is subject to a fine of 
$250.00 plus the cost to replace the damaged item(s).  

SMOKING.  Sam Houston State University is a tobacco free campus.  
Residents are not allowed to use or possess any tobacco related items or products 
on campus.  The ban also includes electronic cigarettes and/or vaping.  Cigarette 
lighters and matches are not permitted in residence halls or apartments.  
Violation of this policy will result in a $100.00 fine.  Subsequent violations will 
result in an additional $100.00 fine and disciplinary action which may include 
housing contract termination.  Residents will be held responsible for the actions 
of their guests.

SOLICITATION.  Soliciting is defined as asking for something, pleading with 
someone or appealing to someone. This includes, but is not limited to, the sale or 
the offer for sale of goods or services, whether for immediate or future 
delivery, receipt of or request for any gift or contribution. Solicitation is not 
allowed in residence halls/apartments at Sam Houston State University. Students 
and/or outside agencies are prohibited from using residence hall rooms/
apartments or public areas for solicitation. “Door-to-door” selling, distribution 
and recruitment are not allowed. People loitering in public areas, parking lots, or 
in the hallways/breezeways who do not reside in the building should be 
reported to the building staff or UPD. If a solicitor approaches you, get a 
description of the person and notify your building staff immediately. Do not 
attempt to confront the solicitor yourself. Solicitors wishing to distribute 
information to each residence hall/apartment resident will need to send 
materials through the mail, addressed to each resident’s post office box or attend 
Bearkat Mania (contact the Office of Student Activities for information on 
Bearkat Mania).  Rationale:  Uncontrolled solicitation is an affront to many 
students.  It is costly to the University in terms of maintenance and clean-up and 
it can create significant visual pollution.  Guidelines for reducing these concerns 
have been established to ensure an orderly process and to provide a free 
atmosphere for the pursuit of education.
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TOILET FACILITIES.  All toilets in residence halls/apartments are to be used 
for their intended purpose only. Students may not flush food, paper towels, 
sanitary hygiene products or any other foreign matter. Improper use of toilet 
facilities causes sewage blockage and creates damage. Students will be 
assessed damage charges for repairs resulting from flushing items not 
intended to be put in toilets.  Do not place any disinfectant products in toilet 
“tanks”.  Residents should only use cleaning products that are specific to the 
bowl of the toilet.  The toilets installed at Lone Star Hall, Sam Houston 
Village, Piney Woods Hall and Raven Village are water conservation low 
volume toilets.  Therefore, it is prudent to use a minimum amount of toilet 
paper products in order to avoid blockages.  

TRAFFIC SIGNS.  Traffic signs, as well as state and city directional or 
informational signs, are not allowed in student rooms/apartments since 
possession of these items is illegal. These signs will be turned over to the 
University Police Department for possible criminal prosecution of student(s) 
possessing them.

TRASH.  It is the responsibility of every resident to ensure that all trash be 
removed from the buildings and placed in the dumpsters provided outside 
each hall/apartment area.  Please do not drag trash bags across the floor 
which can cause stains and/or streaking.  Any trash found in the public areas 
will be 
removed by the hall staff and billed to each resident responsible. If trash 
found in public areas contain items with a student’s name on it, that student 
will be billed for the removal of trash.  Piney Woods Hall is provided with a 
trash room.(See GROUP BILLING FOR DAMAGES/VANDALISM)

SPORTING EQUIPMENT.  Sporting equipment is not to be used in residence halls/apartments. 
Residents will be held responsible for any damages occurring due to the use of sporting equipment.

Stationary exercise bicycles are permitted in student rooms. They are considered furniture, since they are 
not movable and need not be placed against walls or room furnishings. They provide a means of quiet 
exercise.

SUITE BATHROOMS. (See BATHROOMS)

TOBACCO.  Sam Houston State University is a tobacco free campus.  The use or possession of tobacco 
products or related items (snuff, cigarettes, cigars, pipes, chewing tobacco, etc.) is prohibited on campus.  
Electronic cigarettes, hookahs and water pipes are not permitted.  Dip or “spit” cups or other sources of 
saliva and tobacco are also prohibited on campus.  Use or possession of tobacco products will result in 
a $100.00 fine for the first violation.  Subsequent violations will result in an additional $100.00 fine and 
disciplinary action which may include housing contract termination.  Possession of dip or “spit” cups 
will also result in disciplinary action.  Residents will be responsible for the actions of their guests. 
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VANDALISM.  Campus vandalism ends up costing you. Damage and theft raise 
educational costs - and students are often the ones who pay for those increases. 
Be alert for vandalism.

- Destruction of property can interrupt your learning and social life. Report any 
instances of vandalism to Residence Life staff immediately.
- Remember: destroying property is not very smart - it is illegal and costly.
-  Students may be held accountable for any abnormal wear, damages, or cleaning 
in public areas of their residence hall/apartment to include billing of damages or 
abnormal cleaning charges to all members of living unit groups.  If those 
responsible come forward or information is given that leads to the identification 
of those responsible then the billing will be addressed with those individuals 
rather than the living unit group. Group billing charges may not be appealed.
- If necessary, students, groups of students, or entire floors of students may be 
relocated/reassigned to another area in residence life due to damages.

VISITATION (RESIDENCE HALLS).  Due to COVID-19 guidelines, each room is limited to a maximum of (2) 
guests per room at any given time during visitation hours.  The maximum number of people allowed in one 
residence hall room is 4 including the occupants and their guests. Visitation in residence hall rooms by members 
of the opposite sex is a privilege provided to residents by the University. Violation of maximum hours of 
visitation is considered a violation of University policy and is handled accordingly. There is a $25.00 fine for 
residents who are found in violation of the visitation policy a second time within the academic year contract 
period.  Subsequent violations will result in a $50.00 fine and additional disciplinary action.  Residents of any 
building may vote to alter visitation hours for their building as long as the adjusted hours fall within the 
maximum hours set by the University. Students interested in this should speak to their RHD.  

During the break periods, all University and Residence Life rules and policies apply. 

10:00 am – Midnight  Sunday - Thursday
10:00 am – 1:00 am Friday & Saturday

- Responsibilities of the host/hostess.  The host/hostess must see that all visitors enter and leave the building in 
the approved manner, using the entrances specified for use by visitors. The host is responsible for the conduct 
of his/her visitors and for informing them of all University, Residence Life and hall council policies. All visitors 
are subject to University, Residence Life and hall council policies. Guests must be accompanied by the resident 
student at all times.
- Single-sex halls.  All visitors must enter through the main lobby or other entrances specified by hall staff unless 
escorted by a resident of that particular building. Visitors must be escorted by their host from public areas to 
resident rooms and from resident rooms to public areas. No visitors are allowed without a specific host.
- Coed halls.  Visitation is allowed in public areas such as TV rooms, lobbies, study rooms, vending rooms, etc.  
Public areas are not to be used for “sleepovers”.  
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Staff will assess, confront and document any visitation policy “abuse” in the public areas and refer those residents 
to the Assistant Director for Student Discipline for disciplinary action.  Hallways and stairways are to be used 
by residents of the opposite sex as thoroughfares to public areas after visitation hours are over (congregation of 
the opposite sex is not allowed). Visitors must be escorted by their host from public areas to resident rooms and 
from resident rooms to public areas.
- White Hall.  Visitors are allowed in rooms and on outside walkways during official visitation hours only. After 
visitation hours are over in outside entrance halls, no members of the opposite sex may visit on the “rails” 
(walkways). Visitors must be escorted by their host from public areas to resident rooms and from resident rooms 
to public areas.
-  Small houses.  Visitors must be escorted by their hosts from public areas to resident rooms and from resident 
rooms to public areas. Visitors may enter with their host from either back or front door.
- All hall main lobbies.  Visitation is 24 hours a day provided visitors are accompanied at all times by a specific 
resident of that building and visitors and hosts/hostesses conduct themselves in a manner so as to preserve the 
rights of other residents to a quiet living environment.  Public areas are not to be used for “sleepovers”.  Staff will 
assess, confront and document any visitation policy “abuse” in the public areas and refer those residents to the 
Assistant Director for Student Discipline for disciplinary action.  No parties or group activities will be allowed 
without prior scheduling and approval by the Hall Director. Disturbances will result in the withdrawal of 
visitation privileges of those involved and/or other disciplinary action.
- Overnight Guests - Overnight guests of the same sex may visit residents when arranged in advance with 
roommates and suitemates.  Guests of the opposite sex are subject to the “visitation” guidelines/hours.  
Overnight guests must be (16) years of age or older, and may stay a maximum of 2 nights and 3 days.  Keys will 
not be issued to guests.  Residents should not give/lend their key or Sam ID to anyone including guests.  Guests 
must be accompanied by the resident student at all times.  
- Escort of Guests – All guests including residents from another hall must be escorted by their host when 
visiting.  A second violation of this policy will result in a $25.00 fine.  Subsequent violations will result in a 
$50.00 fine and disciplinary action.

VISITATION (BEARKAT VILLAGE).  Due to Covid-19 guidelines there is a limit of (2) guests per apartment at 
any given time.  There should not be more than (4) people in an apartment including the occupants and guests 
combined.  Visitation of the opposite sex is allowed 24 hours a day.  However, the University reserves the right to 
make disciplinary decisions that can affect visitation for a given apartment or resident if the rights of a 
particular roommate are not being respected.  Visitation rights can be limited or removed.  Please be respectful 
of your roommate’s rights and privacy.

WASHING VEHICLES.  Housing facilities and/or utilities are not to be used for washing vehicles.

WATER BALLOONS, WATER FIGHTS, WATER GUNS.  (See HORSEPLAY)
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WATER BEDS.  Water beds are not allowed since they may cause damage.

WEAPONS AND EXPLOSIVES.  The University has the responsibility of promoting the health, safety and welfare 
of students. State laws as well as institutional policies assist the University in accomplishing this. The State, as well as the 
University, has very firm policies on the possession of weapons.  In accordance with Government Code Section 411.0231 
and Texas Penal code 46.035, student residents who are at least 21 years of age and who possess a handgun license from 
the State of Texas or an approved reciprocating state may legally carry a concealed weapon on or about their person in the 
residence halls.  When not on or about their person, license holders are required to securely store their handgun in a 
locking case or safe that they provide, out of sight of roommates or guests.  With the exception of licensed handguns, the 
other stipulations in the weapons policy as outlined below are still in effect for license holders.
Not withstanding the laws cited above, students living in residence halls/apartments are strictly prohibited from keeping 
any weapons, explosives and projectiles of any kind, in their rooms/apartments including but not limited to: guns (which 
includes BB guns, paint and pellet guns, cap guns and starter pistols, air rifles), blow guns, stun guns, ammunition, bows, 
arrows, swords, knives with blades over 5 1/2 inches, nun-chucks, sling shots, and fireworks.  Any resident found to be in 
violation of the weapons and explosives policy will be fined $250.00.  In addition to the fine, the resident will have their 
housing contract terminated and will be referred to the Dean of Students’ office.

WI-FI.  All residence halls/apartments have Wi-Fi service provided by the university.  Personal router devices are not 
allowed.  Routers offer an array of services such as their own Wi-Fi access that can interfere with the service provided by 
SHSU.  This causes disruption in Wi-Fi service to those within the range of the personal router.  Some routing devices also 
try and assume control over the whole network as a primary access point.  This can cause damage to the infrastructure in 
the building, and potentially disrupt service to the entire residence hall.  There is a $100.00 fine associated with having a 
personal router that has been identified on the network.  A charge of $300.00 will be assessed if any damage is incurred on 
university networking equipment in the room/apartment due to the use of a personal router. 

WINDOWS. Windows must remain closed in buildings with central air conditioning. Rooms with window units 
may open their windows if the a/c unit is turned off.  No articles may be thrown or hung from windows. 
Residents may not sit on window sills or use windows as entrances/exits. Curtains, shades, etc. may only be hung 
from tension rods. No alteration to the walls or windows is allowed (drilling holes). Students who place items in 
windows that the University determines to be obscene will be asked to remove the items immediately and may 
be subject to disciplinary action. The University reserves the right to enter a student’s room/apartment to remove 
items that are found obscene if the student is not present during the discovery. Obscenity is considered patently 
offensive description of sexual activity that lacks educational value. 


