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Sexual Harassment and Assault

Sexual harassment and assault are both considered discrimination on the basis
of sex under Title IX.

Sexual harassment is unwelcome conduct of a sexual
nature. It includes unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal,
nonverbal, or physical conduct of a sexual nature. Sexual harassment can happen regardless of
the sex or gender of the parties involved.

Sexual assault is contact of a sexual nature that is unwanted or makes a person feel
uncomfortable.  Sexual assault occurs any time a person is forced, coerced, and/or manipulated
into any sexual activity. Women and men of all ages, economic classes, all races, and all levels of
education can be victims of sexual assault. For more statistics on sexual assault in the United
States, please visit  RAINN (http://www.rainn.org/statistics) .

Consent is required for any sexual activity. Just because someone doesn’t say “no” doesn’t mean
s/he has agreed to the activity. For someone to give consent to sexual activity s/he must be:

Sober (someone too drunk to drive or walk home on her/his own is too drunk to give consent)
Of Age (the Student Code of Conduct requires each party to be at least 18 years old)
Awake and Conscious
Un-coerced and Unthreatened (each party must feel free and safe to say yes or no)

Learn to Detect Sexual Harassment and Assault
Sexual Harassment and Assault… 

Looks Like

Obscene gestures or staring at body parts
Showing graphic and written statements
Showing obscene cartoons or pictures
Graffiti of a sexual nature
Unwanted touching of any type (sexually related, including kissing)
Fondling (even over clothing)
Rape

http://www.boisestate.edu/
http://www.rainn.org/statistics


Sounds Like

Sexually explicit or demeaning jokes
Name calling
Text messages of a sexual nature
Asking for sexual favors
Spreading sexually or gender-related rumors

Feels Like

Disbelief
Alone/Abandonment
Helplessness
Demeaning
Guilt
Fear
Shame
Anger
Defenseless

For information on common effects of sexual assault, please visit RAINN. (http://www.rainn.org/get-
information/effects-of-sexual-assault) For survivor support, please visit the Gender Equity Center
(https://genderequity.boisestate.edu/support-2/get-help-for-sexual-assault/) .
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